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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 HE following Letters were writ- 
ten in the German Language by the 
Baron Cafpar Riefbeck^ a native of the 
Dutchy of Wurtenberg, 

As the Author has aflumed the cha- 
rzBiCT of a Frenchman, it has been pre- 
fumed, that he was of that nation: 
But, befides that the work was never 
publiihed in France, the freedom and 

feverity 


b ADVERTISEMENT. 

feverity with which he every where 
treats the natives of that country, con- 
vey fufficient proof that he did not be- 
long to it himfelf. He died February 5, 
1786, of a fever, at Aran in Switzer- 
land, aged thirty years. 

The many inaccuracies which may be 

found fcattered up and down in the 

*» •• 

tranflation, will meet with fome apology 
in the bofom of the candid, when they 
* are pleafed to confider the painful and 
tedious illhefs, under which the Tranf- 
lator laboured, and^ which 'at laft put a 
period to his life. And if the Reader, 
in the perufal of the Work, fhould meet 
with palfages which have the appearance 
of indelicacy, he may be afTured that 
mihy more are omitted, whicn'may be 
found in' the original, and even thofe 

• * * 

which remain, hardly- fufficient to give 

offence to the moll fcrupulous, were in- 

■i'-~ tended 
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tended to have been expunged by the 
Tranflator, whofe purity of thought 
could only be furpaffed by the purity 
of his life. In fhort, whatever inac- 
curacies may have efcaped the attention 
of the Tranflator of thefe Letters, 


quas aut incuriafudit^ 


Ant humana parum cavit natura — 

it is prefumed that they will be amply 
Gompenfated by the entertainment and 
information, with which they abound. 
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Stutgart, April jj 1780^ 


£EAR BROTHER, 


Xj[ ERE I have pitched my 
Add camp^ and intend to make excurfions fron^ 
hence into the different parts of Suabia, ac- 
<^ording as opportunities offen 

I have made it a rule to myfelf to take parti- 
cular parts of Gentlany as middle points, and 
fjcom thence to ramble roimd the country till I 
Kave feen all that I think worth notice. It is my 
VOL. It B intention 
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intention to ftudy Germany thoroughly, with- 
out, however, extending my inquiries to the 
iiumberlefs landgraviates, margraviates, baro- 
nies, republics, &c. &c. As to thefe, it is do- 
ing them honour enough to fay that they exift* 

You know that I flayed fc«ne time in Strafburg, 
as well for the fake of learning to fpeak a little 
German, as to make myfelf acquainted, by the? 
help of maps and books, with the country I 
mean to travel through. In this purfuit I found 
more aflifiance than I could have expefted, and 
it is certainly not the fault of the German geo- 
graphers and politicians that their country is fb 
little known by foreigners^r 

Having fometimes been fb kind as to allow 
tne a genius for the obfervation of men and 
manners, you may reafonably expeft fbmething 
more in my letters than what you have com- 
monly met with in our French and Englifh 
travellers. Thefe, indeed, have ufually been 
gentlemen, who having travelled in clofe pofl- 
chaifes to the great courts, as if (as Yorick fays) 
they were riding pofl from death; have given us 
the few anecdotes they have picked up, cither at 
the p6ft-houfe, whilft they were changing horfes, 
or from their bankers, or from their opera-girls, 
as true accounts of the flate of manners, legifla- 
tion, religion, &c. of the country. 

I A man 
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A man who would know all orders of people, 
ftiould mix with them all; but this is what a 
common traveller feldom either can or will do; 
on the contrary, they are generally compelled 
to live in a narrow circle, where they hear of 
hothing but the pleafures and occupations of 
the company; therefore, again, a man muft be 
a ftudious traveller by profeflion, to enter into 
the peculiarities of a whole people. After all, 
let him be ever fo willing, and ever fo well 
prepared, he will find it more difficult to know 
Germany than any other country ; for it is not 
here as in France, where, as all ape the manners 
of the capital, by going thithef you fee all, as 
it were, in the compafs of a nut-fhell. In Ger- 
many there is no town which regulates the 
manners of the whole, but the country is di- 
vided into a numberlefs variety of large and 
finall ftatcs, differing from each other in reli- 
gion, government, opinions, &c. and which 
have no band of union whatever, except their 
common language. 

You know that I commonly travel on foot 
when I cannot get into a public land or water 
carriage ; but thefe are inexpreffibly pleafant to 
me on account of the company I meet in them, 
even (hould that company happen to confift 
only of Jews, Capuchins, and old women. 

B z You 
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You know too that I am enough a citizen of 
the world to find fome good out of my oWli 
country, and not to be outrageoufly out of 
humour when all is not as it is at home. 

You may depend on receiving one letter ^t 
ieaft every week, in which you will have an ac- 
count either of a German town or of fbme part 
of the country. General obfervations I muft, 
of courfe, defer to the end, when I ftiall have 
put together the feveral broken parts of the nar- 
rative. I (hall not trouble you with any of the 
nonfenfe which you muft have enough of in our 
daily publications. 


LETTER IL 

Stutgart, April lo, 178a. 

IHOl^E that you received my letter of the 
third, which was intended as a kind of intro- 
duftion to our future correfpondence. Though I 
know how odious letter-writing is to you, I 
nittft neverthelefs infift on an anfwei* to every fi:K 
of mine, and if you cannot bring yourfelf to fit 
down to work, defire Nannette to do it for you. 
*^But to my diary : As I was getting into the 
poft-waggo» at Strafburg, who fliould come in, 

in 
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in a poft-chaife and four, but Mr. B— ! No 
doubt, you muft have feen him at Paris at Ma- 

(Jame H 's, ' Whither/ fays he, ' fo faft?' 

^ A pilgrimage through Germany,' fays I. 
^ Out upon the ftupid country,' fays he ; I have 
' juft travelled over it, but in truth it is not 
^ worth the trouble/ At firft I thought that he 
muft at leaft have made fome ftay in fome of the 
principal German towns ; but when I came to 
inquire, I found that what he called having 
travelled over the ftupid country, was a fmall 
excurfion from Switzerland, through part of 
Suabia and Bavaria, as far as Munich, and from 
thence into France again by Augfburg, Ulm, 
and Friburg, As there happened to be a map 
of Germany behind the door of the poft-houfe, 
with the point of my fword I traced the parts of 
the country he had been over, and (hewed him, 
that far from having travelled through Germany, 
he had fcarce feen any part of it ; but this did 
not affeft him at all : ^ Go you,' fays he^^ ^ go 
^ you ; for my part I have feen it/ 

My cQpipany confifted of a wine merchant 
from. Ulm, with d, melancholy fece, who was 
always (baking his lips as if he had tafted (bur 
wine, and an elderly lady, who faid (he W2^s 
hired as a governefs in a great houfe at Vienna. 

B a As 
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As neither of thefc companions had any peculiar 
charms for me, I airiufed myfelf as we travelled 
along the banks of the Rhine, with confidering 
the idea perfons who live in the great Parifian 
world entertain of what they call with us k Nord^ 
I had been led into this by the gafcqnade of M* 
B — , and the fight of the German poft-map. 
Here J then, thought I to myfelf (as I run over 
in my mind that track of country which reaches 
from the fppt I was then on to the frozen fea), 
in ancient times dwelt the Cimbri, the Goths, 
the Franks, the Saxons, the Suabians, and the 
AUemanni ; and here now are the Swedes, the 
Pruijians, and the Ruffians ; and all this great 
country, together with the formidable poffeflbrs 
of it, we difpofe of in a word that conveys much 
the fame ideas to the readers as les Pais Bas, 
the Low Countries. Les Pais Bas and the Nord, 
a Frenchman confiders as only fo niany depen- 
dencies on the omnipotent France. There is 
really nothing. to be faid to this but what Triftram 
Shandy fays upon a like occafipn ; ^ The French 
^ have a pleafant way of treating all great mat- 
^ ters/ I could not help laughing inwardly as 
thcfe thoughts came into my head, and the 
fight of the ruined fortifications of Kehl gave my 
laughter freft) force, from the recoUeftion that the: 
piighty Louis, whofe great mind had it in con-r 

femplation 
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templation to annex the finall dependencies of 
the Nord and the fats haSy together with Italy, 
Spain, fee. to the French monarchy, had built 
this fort as a key to his conquefls on the other 
fide the Rhine. ^ By my troth,' faid I, as I 
confidered the barracks and veftiges of the old 
fortifications, * this is pleafant/ — And it is plea- 
fanter ftill, that Beaumarchais means to print 
his Voltaire in thefe barracks. * In the name 
' of merriment,' faid I, (and my internal laugh 
then broke out) * is the great France grown too 
^ fmall, fince the days of the mighty Louis, to 
^ hold a dozen letter preflfes in it?' 

The finall contraband trade with Strafburg 
excepted, France has nothing to fear firom this 
fame Kehl. The place, which is contemptible 
in every refpeft, belongs, with fome other vil- 
lages, to the margraves of Baden, but the ftates 
of the Holy Roman Empire claim a right to 
the ruined fortifications. 

The way to Carlfnihe raifed many thoughts 
in my mind. On fight of the caftle of Raftadt, 
where a termination was put to the war between 
France and Auftiia in 1 7 1 4, I felt m3rfelf a 
Frenchman all over. All the great chiefs and 
ftatefmen, who firom the beginning of the laft 
century to this period had adorned our annals, 
and f^t us far above the nations of the earth, 

B 4 feemed 
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feemed to rife before me, and I fat for fomf 
time in a kind of trance, fighting their battles 
and inventing their civil improvements over 
again. In an unlucky minute, however, I was . 
awakened by the yccolle6tipn that this was now 
all at ^n end; that in 17 14 our greatnefs ter- 
minated ; that my country no longer produced 
gr^at men ; and that the powers whom we had 
then {uvk fo low wpre now rifing, nay, that 
fome of them haid ajrqady rifen, tq fink us. I 
would then have w^ed ;o have forgotten that 
I W4S a Frenchman, and fought fqr confolation 
in the thoiight of being a citizen of the worjd, 
^d that much as we had loft, Europe in general 
had gained ftiU piore in the time that had elapfed ; 
but this was impoffible ; the traces of defolation 
which many of our generals had left in the 
places I was travelling through, made me lament 
my having been fo proud of their exploits 
before. 

I ftayed fome tjime at Carlfruhe, and was 
lucky enough to get acquainted with b, gentlcr 
man, who, to th^ beft of hearts, an excellent un-^ 
derfla-nding, ^nd unremitting exertipns in the 
fervice of his prince, unites a v^^ry fine (a-fte for 
German, French, and Englifti literature. The 
court of Carlfruhe poflefles many fuch perfons, 
fome of whom I had been fortunate enougl\ tg 

know 
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Icnow at Strafburg. With this gentleman I went 
to Spires to vifit fome of his relations. Our way 
lay by Bruchfal, the refidence of the bifliop of 
Spires. The country we went through had ma- 
ny woods, which, however^ were broken by 4 
few well-cultivated vales. Thefe woods, the 
timber of which is carried to Holland (where it 
fells vpry well) by the Rhine, makes a great 
part of the revenue of the courts of Spires and 
Carlfruhe, The wood throi^gh which we tra- 
velled afforded a ftriking inftance of the advan- 
tage an hereditary kingdom has over an ele6tivc 
one. The woods of Baden are kept up with thq 
greateft oeconomy and attention, becaufe the 
prince l^ipws they will be fources of wealth to 
his f emoteft defcendants ; whereas at Bruchfal. 
where the defcendants of the prii^ce have nothing 
to hope, every thing gives way to prefent en-f 
joyment.^It is needlefs to add that in this re^ 
(pedt the woods are ^n emblem of the wholq 
country. 

Bruchfal is a pretty little town, and the bi* 
(hop's palace a handfome building. The pre- 
fent prince biftiop^ fome effufions of ill humour 
pnly excepted, is no bad governor. This hu- 
moi^r pjrincipally fhews itfelf againft the young 

wome^. I am ajfured that if he could he wquld 
pake. all d^e girls nuns. IJe cannot fee one 

without 
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without falling into a pafSon. His revenue is 
about three hundred thoufand florins, or thirty 
thoufand pounds fer amium^ and I am forry to 
add that he is by no means one of the richeft 
bifliops in Germany. 

Spires is a fmall free city, which was formerly 
handfomer than it is now ; towards the end of the 
laft century it was entirely deftroyed by the 
French army ; fince that time it has long lain in 
ruins, and is now hardly above half built up 
again. It was one of the firft Roman colonies on 
the banks of the Rhine, and many Roman coins 
are flill found in the country. 

Here, brother, I was in the niidft of that thea* 
tre from whence^ in the laft century, our troops 
fpread defolation from the Rhine to the Mofelle ; 
where Melac, appearing not as the leader of a 
mighty hoft, but the head of amurtherous band, 
laid fixty flouriftiing towns in afties, and made a 
defert of ojie of the fineft countries on earth ! 
Where Turenne, the greateft general of the 
greateft monarch in the world, anfwered the 
generous eledor, who, ftruck with the wrongs 
his country was enduring, would bravely have 
rilked his life for his people, and challenged 
the incendiary to fingle combat, with a bon- 
inot, faying, ^ that fince he bad the honour to 

^ fcrvc 
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^ ferve the king of France, he fought only at the 

* head of twenty thoufand men/ How little 
in my eyes did then appear the great Turennc, 
whofe bon-mot, turned into common-fenfe, 
amounted to no more than this : * Thefe twenty 

* dioufand men give me a right to lay your 
^ country in afties !' 

My friend carried me to the cathedral, half 
oi which is ftill in ruins. Here I faw the tombs 
of the old emperors, whofe fepulchres our fol- 
diers plundered, and whofe bones they flxewed 
on the ground. * This happened,' faid my 
friend, ^ in your golden age, under Louis the 

* Fpurteenth, when your greateft poets, reafon- 

* ers, and philofophers flourifhed; when you 
' was fuppofed to have arrived at the higheft 
^ pitch of polifli of which a nation is capable ; 
^ when we Germans were no more in your fight 

* than fo many Cherokees; and fome of your 
^ academicians had the infolence to propofe, as a 
^ quefldon fit for difcuffion, *^ Whether it was 
** poffible that a German (hould have any ejprit?^* 
— Brother, I was almoft aftiamed to be a 
Frenchman. 

■ « 

Both at Spires and Bruchfal I found, in the 
few houfes where we made our flying vifits, 
more cafe and knowledge of the world than I 

expeded. 


12 TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANV. 

^xpedled, I remarked that people are very fond 
of flxangers in this country, 

I reckon the few days I fpent at Carlfruhe 
amongft the happieft of my life, I faw a prince 
who truly lives only for his people, and feeks 
his own happinefs in theirs; one whofe aftive 
and enlightened mind pervades the whole coun^ 
try, and by its influence makes all thofe who 
have a (hare in the ^dnuniflxation patriots like 
himf?lf. Education, police, encouragements to 
induftry and agriculture ; every thing, in fliort, 
here breathes a fpirit of philofophy and the 
warm love of mankind^ O that I cguld m^ke 
many millions as happy as the niargrave of 
Baden makes two hundred thpufand men ! 

After the eleftors, and the houfes of -Wir- 
temburg and Hefle Cafl^l, the margrave of 
Baden is one of the greateft potentates in Ger- 
many. The princes of Bareith and Da^^mfladt 
are the only ones who can enter into any com- 
petition with hipi ; his revenue is one million two 
hundred thoufand florins, /. e. one hundred and 
twenty thoufand pQunds per annum. The mar- 
grave's country extends along the right fide of the. 
Rhine from Bafil to near Philipfbwg, and from 
thence through part of Alfatia to the Mofelle, If 
it all lay together, it would be more produq-j 
tive. 

They 
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They carry on a large trade in cattle, wood, 
and wine, which laft is extremely good in the 
environs of Bafil. The country, likewife, pro- 
duces a kind of marble, which fdme think equal 
in goodnefs to the Florentine or Carara; but 
this is exaggeration-. The mildnefs of the go* 
vernment fecures to the people the quiet enjoy* 
ment of the rewards of their induftry. There 
are not indeed opportunities of making great 
fortunes, as the court is very ceconomical, and 
lives at a fmall expence; but the fame caufe 
prevents the preffure of extreme poverty from 
.beuig felt by any one. The facility of export* 
ing their labours, which is aiForded by the na- 
vigation on the Rhine, is a great incitement to 
induftry. The manufactures in confequence in- 
creafe every year, and fome of them, particu- 
larly the earthen-ware one at Durloch, are in 
high eftimation. They have likewife made 
ibme fuccefsflil experiments in making filk. 

The margrave is as amiable in private life as 
he is refpefitable in public. He and the mar- 
gravine, who is a princefs of D*Armftadt, have 
every polite accompliihment, fo that the court 
is the beft fociety in Carlfruhe. Strangers fijid 
little difficulty to gain admifSoh there. 

This court has been much reflected upon for 
its ceconomy, and poflibly njiay have gone ra- 
ther 
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ther beyond the line in fome points ; but what-* 
ever the exceffcs may have been, the prince? 
himfelf h not chargeable with them. The i^uSt 
is, that the debts of the family were numerous 
and great. Thofc in the hereditary dominions 
have arifen from frequent wars, and the necef- 
{ary provifion for the younger part of the fa- 
mily; but befides thefe, when the margrave 
fucceeded to the government of Baden, which 
fell to him by the extcnfion of another branch of 
the family, he found every thing in the utmoft 
confufion. Pricfts, miftreffes, huntfmen, and 
cooks, had long vied with each other for the 
honour of accelerating the bankruptcy of the 
court' of Radftadt * ; and in the laft adminiftra-^ 
tion every diing had been purpofely left to go 
to ruin, on the principle that the fucceffor wa^ 
a proteftant. Under thefe circumftances the 
prince's mother thought the greateft oeconomy 
neceflary, and fhe carried it fo far as to caufe 
the flowers which grew in the court garden to 
be fold^ irtftead of permitting her daughters to 

* Radftadt is worth- pafiing through by Grangers who 
have occafion to go fro^ Manheim to Strafburg^ were it 
only to fee the little clofet in which JEugene and Villars 
figned the Treaty of Utrecht, and fome rather, uncom- 
mon monuments, which ftand in the middle of the ftrect. 

wear 
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wear them in their bofomS. For this, though 
without the flrifteft oeconomy the family mvA 
Lave been ruined, ihe was much laughed at ; per<* 
haps in fome degree defervedly ; but the mirth 
was kept up by fome l^eaux efprits in the neigh^ 
bourhood, whofe mercenary ezpedations the 
court had failed to gratify. 

Carliruhe is a neat little town coniifting en^ 
tirely of wooden buildings. It is built on a 
regular plan, and Hands in the middle of a large 
foreft, the remnailt of that which, in the time of 
Tacitus, covered all Germany. Through this 
foreft there are thirty-two regular avenues ex- 
tending to a great diftance. The town, built in 
the (hape of a fan, ftands upon nine of thefe; 
but you will have a better notion of it from the 
plans, which are fold upon the fpot, and are 
very well worth purchafing, than from any diing 
I can fay. 

I cannot omit an anecdote which happened 
about forty years ago, and does the prince of 
that time great honour. A traveller who paffed 
through exprefled his furprife at feeing a palace 
entirely of wood^ * True, Sir,* faid the prince, 
^ you may think it ought at leaft to have be^n 
* of brick ; but I could not be more magnifi- 
^ cently lodged without laying expcnfive taxes 
^ on my fubjeds, and I wanted only a roof to 

May 
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* lay my head under/ Certainly the difference 
between a king of France and a margrave of 
Baden is very great; and yet it would not have 
been amifs if the builders of the Louvre, Ver-* 
iailles, and Marli^ had attended a little more tor 
fuch coniideradoils. 
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LETTER IIL 

Stutgart, April 14, 1780. 

FROM Carlfruhe I retiirned here on footy 
through a romantic, but in general very 
well cultivated country^ 

When you come into Lorraine from Cham- 
pagne, you are flruck with a remarkable dif- 
ference between the circumftances of the farmers 
in old France, and thofe of the newly acquired 
county, notwithftanding that the governors 
have of late years done every thing that they 
CQuld to make them alike; but in Alface die 
contraft is ftill greater- The farmer of Alface 
is quite a gentleman when compared with the 
old Frenchman. You will hear indeed heavy 
complaints of high taxes even at Strafburg ; but 
it is only from fuch as have no opportunity of 

eftimatiiag 
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cftimating the advantage of their fituation by 
comparifon.. 

In the part of Germany I have hitherto 
travelled through, the inhabitants are ftill 
happier than in Alfatia. The form of go- 
vernment protefts them from oppreffion in the 
larger ftates, fuch as Wirtemberg, &c, and 
the emperor himfelf frequently interpofes in the 
fmaller ones. In my way from Carlfruhe hither, 
I could not fiifficiently admire the thriving ftate 
of the people. 

Before I give you any account of my excur- 
fipn into the neighbouring parts of Suabia, I 
muft make you acquainted with the prefent ftate 
of this court. No doubt, from what you have 
formerly heard, you will expeft accounts of 
fumptuous feafts, balls, illuminations, hunting 
parties, concerts, and the like, but with any 
thing of that kind I (hall not be able to enter- 
tain you. They no longer make artificial lakes 
on the^ tops of hills, and compel the peafant to 
fill them with water, for the purpofe of hunting 
a ftag there ; they no longer light up immenfe 
forefts, and bring out fauns and dryads to 
dance midnight dances in them ; you meet with 
no more winter gardens abounding in all the 
flowers of an European fpring : even the famous 
Opera-houfe, where Noverre exhibited when 
VOL. !• C his 
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k}$ fame was at the higheft, is now a foHtaif 
ruin. This change aftonifhes you. I canmx 
explain it better than by giving you the duke's 
own words^ 

In 1 7 7& this worthy prince took the oj^por- 
tunity of his birthrday to publifli a nianifefi:o> 
of which the following is the fubfiance : ^ Be-* 
ing a man, and, firom the ccxidition of my na- 
ture> £ir removed from the (landard of perfec- 
tion, and likely to remain fo, it could not 
but fall out that, partly from the weaknefs in- 
cidental to human nature, and partly from the 
want of fufficient fa^u:ity, and other caufes^ 
many events (hould have taken place, which 
had they not happened, things would have 
been very different from what they now are, or 
are likely to be hereafter. This I acknow- 
ledge freely, as it is the duty of every upright 
thinking mind to do, and the confideration of 
it reminds me of duties obligatory ta every 
man, but ft ill more fo to the anointed of the 
Lord upon earth. I tonfider this day, in which 
I have entered into my fiftieth year, as begin- 
ning the fecond period of my exiftence. — I 
affure my loving fubjefts, that every fucceiEve 
year of life, which it (hall pleafe divine PrOf 
vidence to beftow, (hall be dedicated to the 
promotion of their happinefs* r* Hencefor- 

^ wards 
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' wards (hall the profperity of Wirtemberg he 
^ eftablUhed on the joint and firm bafis of the 
^ fbvereign's love for hi& people, and of the 

* people's confidence in the afiedion of their {<%> 
< vereign.-^A fubjed:, who thinks as he ought 
^ to do, will fee that many circumflances muft 
^ arife, in which the good of theindividual miift 

* give way to the good of the whole, nor murmvur 

* if things do not always take the turn which he 

* would have wifhed them to do, — ^We triift that 
' every man will, for the future, live in the con- 
^ fidence that he has a provident and anxious 
' father in his prince : yes, may the conted who 
' fhall do mod to make his native country happy, 
' be from this day forth the only conteft that ever 
' arifes between us/ 

The duke is now quite a philofbj^er ; he 
founds fchools, &rms, cultivates arts and fci* 
ences, and cftabliihes manufadures: in (hort, 
he endeavours in every way poffible to make 
up for what has been wrong. 

Many caiifes had contributed to miflead this 
prince in the earlier parts of life, and to give 
his mind, naturally a lively and impetuous one, 
a falfe diredion. Amongft the foremoft, we 
may reckon the fafliion of the rimes, the bad 
examples fet him by the Courts of Manheim 
*nd Drefden, the tafte for falfe magnificence 

c z which 
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which he had acquired in Italy, and the corrup-' 
tion of thofe who furrounded him; many oi 
whom, I am aftiamed to fay it, were French^ 
Thcfc were the caufes of that diffipation of 
which Europe has heard fo much. The confe- 
quences were fuch as might naturally have been 
forefeen; debt, oppreffive taxes, refiftance on 
the part of the ftates of the country, and finally, 
a commiffion of inquiry iffued by die imperial 
court. The debts, upon examination, were found 
to amount to i, 200,000 1. The evil counfel- 
lors, you may think, were removed; but this 
would have done little, but for the change 
which about this time took place in moft of the 
lefler courts of the empire, the princes of which, 
from being oppreffive and expenfive tyrants, 
jfuddenly contrafted a tafte for political ccco- 
nomy and philofophical purfuits. Into thefe 
the duke ran with as much ardour as he had 
formerly done into juvenile diffipation. 

I fliould now give you an account of the fe- 
veral new eftablifhments for education, and par- 
ticularly of the military academy ; but I believe 
that you are already acquainted with them, and 
asto myfelf, I muft confefs ingenuoufly, that they 
do not pleafe me. I fuppofe that as things are 
now circumftanced, it is rieceflary to pour a 
great deal of knowledge into boys before the 

mind 
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mind is fit to receive it ; ftill I own that I can- 
not bear to fee the intention of nature fo per- 
verted,. My children, if I am bleffed with any, 
fhall grow up to thefe years like young CofTacks. 
— But I (hall take another opponunity to give 
you my fentiments on education**— at prefent 
fomething more concerning Wirtemberg. 

The greateft part of the dukedom confifts iu 
an entenfive valley, which is bounded on the 
eaft by a chain of hills called the Alps ; on the 
weft by the Black Foreft; on the north by a part 
of the mountain of Oden-Wald, and an arm of 
the Black Foreft ; and on the fouth by the joint 
arms of the Alps, and the Black Foreft *. On 
the whole, it inclines to the northward, and is 
watered in the middle by the Necker. Several 
fmaller arms run off from the furrounding chains 
of hills towards the centre, crofs each other in 
various directions, and form little vallies, which 
are watered by an infinity of rivers. The land 
is rendered exceedingly fruitfiil by thefe lefler 
hills, which Ihelter the valjies firom the cold 
winds, and coUeft the heat of the fun between 
them. The fouthern fides of thefe mountains 
and hills are planted with vines very high up, 

* The Black Foreft is the largeft wood of Germany, 
l>(ing iixty days journey in length, and nine in breadth* 

c 3 and 
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and above there is excellent dyers wood, and 
brulh wood ; and at the bottom is a grey-colour- 
ed light mould, which yields all kinds of corn^ 
but particularly barley, in aftonifhing plenty. 
Upon the whole, this country very much re- 
fembles the middle part of Lorrain ; but the foil 
is much better, and there are not fo many flones 
in it. Excepting fait, which it is obliged to 
have recourfe to Bavaria for, it abounds in all 
the neceffaries of life. What corn is not con- 
fumed in the country is fent to Switzerland, 
and the wine goes as far as England. 

The whole extent of the country does not 
contain more than two hundred German, or 
two hundred and fixty-fix French fquare miles. 
In this circuit there are about five hundred and 
fixty thoufand inhabitants; that is, about two 
thoufand eight hundred to every German fquare 
mile. Excepting thofe parts of Germany which 
are in the neighbourhood of fome capital cities, 
and fome dillrids of Italy, and the Netherlands, 
there is certainly no country in Europe fo po- 
^ pulous, in proportion to its extent, as this is. 
It is, howfever, fo fruitful as to be able to fup- 
port as many more inhabitants. 

The income of the duke amounts to three 
millions . of * florins *, or about 300,0001. ^^r 

^ A Gennan florin is two ihilUngs of Englilh money, 

anmm% 
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annum. I know that many printed calculations 
4nakc tbe fum fmalkr. But as there are few 
parts of Germany in which the taxes are not. 
eftimated at five florins per head^ and in fome 
they pay much more, why (hould it not be fo'in 
Wiitemberg, which is one of the largeft tern- 
tories in Germany, and in which the fubjcft is 
not 'more fpared ? 

After the eleftorS, the duke is beyond com* 
pariibn tbe greateft prince in Germany, though 
the landgrave of HefTe Caflel, who has not 
above two thirds of the fubje&s or yearly in* 
come, is of more confequence in the empire^ 
on account of his connexion with England. 

The government of this dukedom is not fb 
fimple and unmixed, as diat of the territory of 
Baden. Here are fwarms of counfellors, fecre* 
taries, proftors, and advocates, of which more 
than half might be fpared ; but the nature of the 
government allows them to enjoy their appoint^ 
ments in idl^iefs. Many of them, it is true, 
belong to the (Utes, whofe duty it is to limit the 
authority of the prince; but notwithftanding 
the many redu£tions in the houfehold itfelf, it is 
fliU much too lai^e for the duke's circiim* 
ftances. 

ft 

, The duke's army confifled formerly of four-* 
teem thoufand men; &nd if his debts were paid, 

c 4 and 
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and the other expences moderated, fiK?h^ ah 
eftablifhment might always be fupported, as Ae 
population and revenues of the country appear 
to allow it. At the time of the change; how- 
ever, they were reduced to about five dioufand 
men, and thofe feem to be none of the beft 
ti-oops. 

Stutgart contains about twenty thoufand in- 
habitants, and fince the duke is returned, the 
population has been conftantly on the increafe; 
During the conteft, in which Stutgait took a 
a very violent part, he removed to Louilburg. 
3tutgart was inftantly fenfible of her lofs by it; 
(he made every pojSible effort to obtain his re- 
turn, biit all in vain: but after a reconciliation 
between the prince and the ftates, the with of 
the Stutgarders was at laft accompliflied. 

The city is well built; the inhabitants are a 
handfome, ftoiit people* The women are tall, 
and flcnder, with feir and ruddy complexions. 
The natural riches, the eafe with which a main- 
tehaiicp is to be procured, either at court, or 
in^ the country, caufe them to live exceedingly 
veil. What would provide for twelve of our 
people, feems here to be only the portion of 
fix. The Stutgarder is fo attached to his home, 
that if jpu remove him ^but thirty miles 

fron\ 


• TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 25 

from * it, . he is immediately feized with the ma^ 
iadie'du pais.' ^ •* . 

Though th? country throughout is proteftant, 
and the duke alone a Catholic, there ftill pre- 
vails a great deal of foperftition and bigotry. 
The clergy are members of the ftates, have a 
jurifdiftionjof: their own, and are very wealthy. 

The aflfeftion of the Wirtembergers towards 
their prince is remarkable. Even when the duke 
feemed to have no other care tlian how he {houl(f 
load them with new taxes, he did not forfeit 
their attachment. The curies of the people fell 
on his fervants, and the crew of projedtors who 
led him aftray. But fince thefe have been ba- 
niftied, he is become the idol of his fubje<5ls; 
and he deferves to be fo,-— —^Farewell, 


LETTER IV. 

Stutgart, May 20, 1780^ 

MY excurfions, in the neighbouring dates 
of the circle of Suabia, did not product? 
the rich booty I had promifcd to myfelf. I 
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viiited a dozen free imperial towns^ in which> 
notwithftanding the republican form of govern* 
mcnt, not a fpark of liberty cm- patriotiim was 
to be feen. The inhabitants of thefe have^ 
through the opprelfion of more powerful neigh-^ 
hours, long finoe loft all fcnfe erf the value of 
independancc ; but though afliamed to men- 
tion the name of tlieir native country out of 
their own walls, widiin them they mimick the 
forms of old Rome, and after the manner of 
thofe governors of the world, infcribe their pub- 
lic buildings of ftate with Senatus Populufque 
Uallenfis^ Bopfingenjis, Nordlingenjisy &C. 
. In the fifteenth century, the imperisJi cities 
of Suabia afted a very different part. They 
were then tmited in leagues, not only with each 
other, but with the cities of Francoriia, and the 
Rhine. Even the emperor had fometimes caufe 
to be alarmed at their increafing power, which, 
indeed, made Charles V. difunite them. From 
the time of the affociation of die Hanfe towns, 
the gold had flowed from all the country 
into the cities. Thefe were the exclufive 
feats of induftry, and their wealth drew into 
their dependance the neighbouring princes, 
Who, at that time, lived by robberies, If the 
fpirit of trade, which then prevailed, had fuf- 

fered 
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fered them to place more value on the pof* 
ieffion of landed property, they would to this 
day have preferved fomewhat of their former 
fplendour, as with their power they might have 
made many conquefts^ and with their wealth 
many purchafes. 

All hopes are now vanifhed of their ever be- 
coming again confpiciious. As foon as the 
princes difcovered the value of induflxy, and 
gave it free encouragement in their dominions, 
it fled into their proteftion, and abandoned the 
dark walls of cities in which a fyftem of mo- 
nopolies, little policy, and narrow-minded envy 
of the fuccefsflil, laid it under fo many reflraints. 
In confequence, the towns are fo reduced, as to 
be obliged to fell the litde landed property they 
have, to difcharge their debts. This has lately 
been the cafe with Ulm; the largeft town in 
Suabia, next to Augfburg. Of the imperial 
towns which I have vifited, I can fay nothing 
particular, but that Heilbron is beautifully fitua- 
ted, and Halle has a fait manufaftory, which 
brings in three hundred thoufand florins, or 
thirty thoufand pounds per annum. 

Having left thefe ftates, I ran over, in a very 
ihort time, about a dozen principalities, and 
prelacies, with the names of which I ftiall not 

trouble 
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trouble you. Almoft the whole country can- 
fifls of well-wooded mountains and hills, and 
fertile vales, all in high cultivation. The 
great population which prevails here is wonder- 
fiil, when you confider the untoward circum- 
ftances of the country. By untoward circum- 
ftances, I mean the extortions of p/stty matters, 
who all keep their miftreffes, their (lag- 
hounds, their French cooks, and Englifti horfes; 
the perpetual quarrels amongft neighbours, 
which arife from the various perplexed govern- 
ments of the empire ; the fmall profits attendant 
on induflxy within fuch a confined fpot; and 
taftly, the conftant decreafe of coin, owing to 
the fums of money expended by the governors 
of the country in fearch of foreign luxuries. 
As religion, manners, attachment to the native 
fpot, temperance, and frugality, all of which I 
am willing to allow that thefe people poflefs, 
do not appear to me fufficient of themfelves to 
<:ounterbalance thefe evils, I have but one way 
of accounting for the profperity I fee ; which is 
this : 

The right of holding property of thejr own, 
u hich the country people of thefe parts enjoy, 
could not of itfelf prevent thefe ftates, which 
exjft entirely by agriculture, from decay; be-. 

caufc 
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caufe the extraordinary fruitfulnefs of tlie wo- 
meti^ would, in time, require fuch a partition 
of property, as would not leave enough to each 
farmer to buy beds for his children. I believe, 
therefore, that it is the emigrations, joined with 
this, that are to folve the phaenomenon I am 
endeavouring to explain. Though Suabia is 
the moft populous country in all Germany, there 
is no one the inhabitants of which migrate in fuch 
large quantities. 

Thefe emigrants are of two kinds. The ma- 
jor part are an idle fet, who fell their property 
to fiirnifh themfelves with money to travel into 
foreign countries, in fearch of imaginary projects 
of fortune. The others are young men, who 
go out to try their fortune as mechanics, and 
when they fucceed, part with their land to 
their other brothers for a fmall conlideration. 
By thefe caufes no greater load is thrown upon 
agriculture than it is able to bear ; and it is well 
that there is not ; for the fole refources of fuch 
fmall diftricb, as thofe we are now fpeaking of, 
are in their agriculture. For the limits of their 
luxury are too narrow to admit of that variety 
of employments, and ways of gain, which diver- 
fify the callings of men fo infinitely in other 
countries; nor is it poflible that manufafturcs 
(hould thrive among them, whilft they are cir- 

cumftanced 
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cumftanced as they are ; that is, furrounded by 
powerful princes, who lay great duties on their 
imports, in order to proteft their own eftablifh- 
ments, and fituated in a country which fupplies 
diem with few, if any, of the prime materials 
for work. They muft therefore depend intirely 
on their agriculture, and they do fo. I do not 
however mean to fay, that^ cultivated as it is, 
this country is not fufceptible of a much greater 
degree of improvement. It certainly is ; and 
much more might be done. 

Still, what has been dcttie is furprifing; nor 
is tiie caufe lefs worthy of admiradon. For 
it is owing to a fteady adminiftration of juf- 
tice, and a fet of political regulations which 
are to be met with in the fmalleft parts of 
die country, and which raifed my wonder as 
often as I had occafion to confider them. We . 
not only hear nothing here of the opprefEons of 
private individuals, but there are inftances in 
which caufes have been given againft the petty 
lords of the country in their own courts. In- 
deed they have need to be careful ; for no man, 
who is not ftrong enough to bring a force in the 
field againft the emperor, to whom there is al- 
ways an appeal, would be fuffered to go on long 
with impunity. It is but a few years fince, that 
redrefs was obtained againft a petty prince of 
4 Suabia, 
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Suabia> who was going to drive his fubje&s out 
of their poiieffions^ in order to make way for 
his (lags and wild boars. But it mufl be owned^ 
that flich extreme remedies as thefe are feldom 
necefiary. There is an integrity ftill adherent 
to the German charader^ and a kind of jovial 
humour about them, which makes the princes 
of the country (but from the afts of wanton 
oppreffion and cruelty, which, with the fame 
powers, would, no doubt, be exercifed in Spain^ 
Italy, and even in France. Give a German 
prince but room and food for his dogs and 
hodes (for about the welfare of thefe he is im- 
commonly folicitous) and you have little to 
fear from him in other refpefts ; — that is, as an 
individual, for in the grofs they will clip you 
as clofe as they can. 

There is, however, one objeft in which 
there is great need of reformation, and that 
is the adminiftration of criminal juftice. The 
torture is not yet abolifhed in thefe coun- 
tries, and they ftill behead, hang, break upon 
the wheel, and impale /ecundum pracepta legis 
Carolina. It is not very long fince they burned 
a woman for being a witch; but that I be- 
lieve is over. The civil law, too, is not yet 
reduced to that perfed ftate which might be 
defirable. Not that I am for getting rid of all 
forms, with your modern philofophers, and leav- 
ing 
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ing every thing to the wifdom of the judge, un- 
der the pretence that forms confume too. much 
time and money* That they confume time and 
money I am ready to allow ; but thefe are well 
employed when flow inveftigation brings fecu- 
rity in the fin^l decifion, and the neceflity of 
abiding by forms prevents cupidity from prac- 
tifing on avarice. Give me a Socrates for a 
judge, and I will be content to abide by his 
decilions; but whilft judges are what they are, 
whilft philofophy comes out of the mouth and 
topires on the lips, it is better to truft to a 
mode of procefs, which leaves little room for 
the bad paffions to play. I own, that fome 
of the Gothic forms, ftill praftifed in moft of the 
German tribunals, might be abolifhed without 
doing mifchief. But there are many in which 
the Gordian knot has been cut inftead of being 
loofened. — Fare thee well. 


LETTER V. 

Augiburg. 

I Have made you wait thus long for a let- 
ter, as a punilhment for your intolerable 

lazinefs ; but as you appear penitent in the fliort 

epiftle 
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cpiftle I received yeftcrday, and Nannette in- 
tercedes for you in the poflfcript, fliall refume 
the correfpondence. 

At Stutgart I met with a friend with whom 
I made an excurfion very far into the Black 
Foreft. The inhabitants of thofe parts of it 
which belong to the Aatchy of Wirtemberg are 
not near fo handfome, well-made, or lively, as 
thofe who live near the Necker, and in the ad- 
joining vallies. The men are clumfy, and the 
women yellow, ill-ftiaped, and wrinkled at the 
age of thirty. They diftinguifli themfelves from 
their neighbours, by a more frightful tafte in 
drefs, and a ftiocking want of cleanlinefs. Kalb 
is the bed town in thefe parts. It has confi- 
derable manufaftures, and the inhabitants dif- 
tingui(hed themfelves in the contefts with the 
duke, by an uncommon degree of fpirit, love 
of liberty, and attachment to the conftitution. 

I am not able to account fatisfaftorily to my- 
felf for the uglinefs of this people. Hard la- 
bour, and litde food, may contribute to it, but 
cannot be the only reafon j for in the country of 
Furftemberg, and particulariy in the Auftrian 
parts of this great chain of hills, we faw very 
handfome people, who did not fecm to live bet- 
ter than the Wirtembergers do. Poffibly the 
uglinefs of the latter may be owing to the fitua- 
VOL. I. D tion. 
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tion, and depth of the vallies, to the air, and 
perhaps to the water. 

Thefe journies over the mountains had parti- 
cular charms for me. I fancied myfelf in a 
new world. One inchanting profpeft exceeded 
another in variety and beauty. Mountains, and 
' chains of mountains of the moft extraordinary 
forms, catarafls, woods, fmall lakes in the deep 
hollows, precipices; in (hort, every thing I faw 
was in fo grand a flyle, that I 'am not vaia 
enough to attempt to defcribe it in a letter. 

After refting fome days with my friend at Stut- 
gard, I fet out for the lake of Conftance, where 
my wifhes had long gone before me. In my 
way thither, I came over another chain of hills 
called the Alps, which run through the middle 
of Suabia from north-eaft to fouth-wdft* This 
chain ftretches from the frontiers of Suabia, be- 
tween Bavaria and Franconia, as far as Fichtel- 
berg, and joins with the mountains of Bohemia. 

The objeft moft worthy notice in this journey, 
was the family feat of the king4)f Prujflia. Who 
would believe that the great Frederick, who 
withftood the united ftrength of the greateft 
powers of Europe, and preferved the balance 
in the north, was the defcendant of a younger, 
branch of the houfe of HohenzoUern, the fmal- 
left principality of Germany, the twp furviving 

branches 
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branches of Which^ Hechingen and Siegma- 
ring, have not together feventy thoufand florins^ 
orfeven thoufand pounds, income ? The younger 
brother of one of our marquifles, being inform* 
ed of this by a Pruffian, gave a fnap with his 
fingers, and faid, VMa un Cadet qui a fait 
fortune. 

We travelled direftly through the princedom 
of HohenzoUern, the breadth of which is little 
more than tcfn miles. It may be about fifty 
miles in length, but including the detached 
part of Siegmaringen, does not contain more 
than twelve thoufand people. The country is ex- 
ceedingly full of hills and woods, and the princes 
have always been great hunters. Thofe who now 
fway the fceptre are amiable men, who, you 
may fuppofe, do not forget that the king of 
Pmffia is their relation. If I miftake not^ a 
count of HohenzoUern was not long fince made 
coadjutor to the chapter of Ermeland by the 
king. 

We viewed the caftle of Hechingen, which 
ftands on a high mountain, and commands an 
extenfive profpeft over the dutchy of Wirtem- 
berg, and the neighbouring country. I have 
heard that one of the ancient governors of this 
fmall territory, could not forbear faying, as he 
was walking with his attendants on the caftle 

z> 2 terrace. 
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terrace, and furveying with delight the wild and 
beautiful country round him, ^ The lUtle coun* 
^ try of Wirtemberg would be a pretty addition 
* to the territory of HohenzoUern/ If this anec- 
dote Ihould not be true, it is not ill invented, 
^Jie liitle country of Wirtemberg, being at leafl: 
thirty times as large as the whole territory of 
HohenzoUern. 

I was tranfported at the fight of the lake c^ 
Conflance; but fliall not attempt any poetical 
defcripiion of it, as I (hould ufe a very 
rough crayon indeed, to pourtray a fcene of in* 
finite variety and beauty. I fhall therefore only 
give you my philofophical and poliacal reflec- 
tions on the country and. ks inhabitants. In- 
deed you well know, that where my feelings are 
themoft interefted, I am leaft happy in exprcfling 
tliem. 

What at firft fight is mofl ftriking in this great 
piece of water, which divides Germany from 
Switzerland, through fo great a length of coun- 
try, is, that there fhould be no. town of any im- 
portance about it. Conffcmce, which is the mod 
refpedtable, hardly contains fix thoufand inha- 
bitants, whilft Schaffhaufen, St. Gallen, Zu- 
rich, and fome places which are not far diflant, 
though lefs advantageoufly fituated, are very 
fiourifhing cities. It has no trade to fignify, 

nor 
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nor the fmalleft manufadure of any kind. This 
is more extraordinary, becaufe throughout the 
country, the Bavarian peafant feems not only 
more alive and alert than the Swifs, but has an 
advantage over him in morals and induftry. 

In Conftance one is ftrongly induced to con- 
fiderthis want of induftry, tlie negleft of the 
advantages which nature holds out, and the 
vices which prevail, as intirely owing to the 
religion. In Alface, and among the lower Sua- 
bians, I had already found more fpirit of trade 
in the proteftants than in the catholics, whom 
numerous hohdays, pilgrimages, holy fraternities, 
the immoderately inculcated dodtrine of the con- 
tempt of worldly things, the expeftation of fome 
wonderful fupport from God, the eafe of find- 
ing a provifion in cloifters, and laftly, very 
narrow and contracted minds, all contribute to 
corrupt. Thefe difadvantages, however, as far 
as concerns the peafants of the two countries 
we are fpeaking off, are compenfated by the 
heavinefs and favagenefs of the reformed Swifs ; 
fpecimens of which, I (hall, at a future time, 
lay before you ; but in the towns, the greater 
number of churches and cloifters, added to the 
above caufes on the one fide, and the greater 
degree of knowledge on the other, create a dif- 
ference which is very ftriking, and is infinitely 
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increafed by a number of other caufes befides 
religion. 

It is evident, I think, from the example of 
France, the Auftrian Netherlands, and various 
Italian flates, that the Roman catholic religion 
does not of itfelf ftifle induftry, of which 
there may exifl a great deal with a ilrong tinge 
of fuperilition, juft as the knight of La Manca, 
when taken out of his quixotifm, (hewed him* 
felf both a gentleman and a philofoph.en In 
this country, likewife, religion is not fo much 
the principal, as the acceffary caufe ; and it is 
owing to local circumftances, that the German 
catholic is not fo induftrious as the French or 
Genoefe. 

The chief of thefe is certainly the mode of 
education. You would be aftoniftied to fee the 
difference of education in the German proteftant, 
and the German catholic towns, as well as be- 
tween the French and German catholic. All 
I need fay on the fubjeft is, that the Jejuits^ 
to whom we owe fo much on this head, and 
whom all our patriots fo much wifli for back 
again, are in Germany the protedors of every 
thing barbarous and favage. ' They ftrive as ar- 
dently to fupprefs every emanation of genius 
here, as thofe of their order endeavoured to kindle 
it amongft us. 

4 But 
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But another obftacle to induftry in this coun- 
try, is the ftupid, ridiculous pride of the nobles. 
Whilft the Swifs merchant and manufafturer 
bears a part in the government of his country, 
the Canon of Conftance looks with contempt 
on the citizen who is indebted for his riches, not 
to a doubtful genealogy, but to his underfland- 
ing and induftry. This makes a deep impref- 
fion on the citizen ; who, inftead of increafing 
his capital by his induftry, purchafes a title, 
endeavours to put on the noble, and then, 
with a pride ftill more contemptible, inlults his 
fellows* 

In the next place, the frugal way of living of 
the Swifs very riiuch contributes to the increafe 
of their manufaftures. The daily repaft of an 
inhabitant of the middle ftation of Ufe in Con- 
ftance, would make a fumptuous feaft for one of 
St. Gallen. True it is, that as every ill has its 
attendant good, their conviviality may be the 
caufe why the Suabians are evidently fo much 
better tempered than the Swifs. — Add to all 
this, that Conftance is in a manner negleftcd ^ 
on account of its diftance from the Court of 
Vienna. The Swifs, it is faid, made overtures to 
cftabliftx manufadures there, but they failed. I 
am ignorant whether the feilure was owing to the 
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intolerance of the court, to the jealoufy of the 
fenate of Conftance, which is conftantly foil- 
citous to preferve fomething of its former im- 
portance as a free imperiajl town, or to the above 
mentioned pride, of the nobles. 

The bilhop refides at Moerfburg, ix fnmU 
town on the oppofite border of the lake.. He 
has an income of about feventy thoufand flgrias, 
or 7000 1. /^^r annum. He has very confider- 
able poffeffions in Switzerland. The other 
places worth notice, ovi, the German fide, are 
XJberlingen and Lindau. 

The Swifs fide of this finall lake is more 
pleafant to view than the Genrian. The beau- 
.tiful mixture of the neighbouring hills . planted 
^vjth . vines, the ftra^ling appearance * of i the 
farm-boufes with orchards round them, the fraall 
and varied patches of all die different kinds of 
agriculture, make it more agreeable to the eye 
than the Suabian villages, the houfes of which 
ftand together as in towns, and are often en^ 
compaffed by a great corn field, or a wide 
meadow. Upon the whole, I believe that both 
fides of the lake are equally well inhabited. The 
Swifs foil is more ftony and heavy than the 
Gerpian, and though the Thurgau is one of the 
beft parts of Switzerland^ it is indebted to Suabia 
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for a part of the prime neceflary of life, to wit, 
com, which it repays in wine and fruits. 

They httle tliink in Holland, how much 
they owe to the lake of Conftance. As mat- 
ters even now are, they can hardly guard againft 
the fand, which being walhed down from the 
Alps by the Aar, and other rivers, into the 
Rhine, threatens to ftop up the mouth of the 
latter, and already leaves room to apprehend 
fome violent revolution, by the great fand 
bank? it has raifed. But if the great refervoir 
we fpeak of did not intercept by far the largeft 
quantity of the fand, which the rapid ftream of 
the Rhine walhes from the high Buntnerland> 
Holland muft have been already buried under 
a new fand, and the courfe of the Rhine being 
altered by it, muft have totally changed the 
figure of the country. It is true, that thefe 
changes muft ncceffarily happen. However con- 
fiderable the depth of this lake may be, it muft 
at laft be filled up, and the fooner, becaufe the 
ftream, as^ k flows from Conftance through the 
upper parts of Germany, is always deepening 
its bed, and the lake lofcs cxaftly fo much wa- 
ter as it gains in fand. On the other hand, if 
we refleA how much fo great a bafon as this lake 
may contain ; if we calculate itsi contents as De 

la 
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la Torre did thofc of Vefuvius, we (hall think 
that the Dutch are fecure for many generations^ 
It was impoffible for me to leave this country 
without vifiting the famous Fall of the Rhine at 
LaufFen, where I beheld the fineft fpeftacle I 
had ever feen. As no painting or print of this 
magnificent fcene of nature had ever come in 
my way, and I knew it only from general re- 
port, that which probably happens to all who do 
not carry with them fome diftinft idea of it 
happened to me. My imagination had deceived 
me. I -had fancied to rpyfelf one of the wildeft 
fpots of the world, and the Rhine falling Troni 
a great height into an unfathomaMe gtitf. The 
contraft between the reality and my idea, made 
the forprize more agreeable. Indeed the cir- 
cumftance took place here^ which - generally at- 
tends all great works of nature and art, the true 
greatnefs and beauty of which do not ftrike at 
firft fight, but are felt on clofer obfervation and 
comparifon of their parts. I found the fall not 
near fo high, but far more beautiful than I had 
expefted. The amphitheatre of hills covered 
with trees ; the two rocks, (oA one of which is 
placed the caftle of Uauffcn ;* on the other, a 
village, with a mill before it,) which, lik^ the 
two front pillars of a theatre, ftand on each fide 
of the fall ; the breadth of the fall ; the beau- 
tiful 
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tiful diviiion of its different defcending waters ; 
die rich bafon underneath ; the agreeable, and 
almoil artificial mixture of wild cultivated coun- 
try ; in (hort, every thing was more delightful 
than my expectation had fonned it. 

The height from which the water falls, is 
near fifty feet, including the little inclination it 
makes preparatory to its precipitation, which 
can only be feen from the riling ground above 
it. It was formerly confiderably higher, and 
many perfons (till living remember a piece of the 
rock in the middle of the precipice, which has 
been worn away by the water. I think I could ob- 
ferve, from the rock on which the caftle of Lauf- 
fen (lands, that the ftream was gradually deep- 
ening its courfe. It follows therefore, as I faid 
before, that the lake of Conftance muft diminifh 
in proportion as the Rhine deepens its bed. In 
my journey hither, I faw evident marks of new 
land near Lindau. The lake of Conftance has 
this in common with all lakes, which lay high. 
This diminution muft be the moft remarkable 
in the lake of Neufchatel. 

I made an agreeable little tour to the ifland 
of Meinau, a commandery of the Teutonic or- 
der at a fmall diflance from Conftance. The 
commander's houfe is a handfome new building, 

and 
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and commands an excellent profpedt over all 
the lake of Conftance. Mn Coxe feems not.to 
have underftood the plan of the caftle gardens. 
He coniiders it as a want of tafte . to have ob- 
ftrufted the free view of the lake, by planta- 
tions of fhrubs ; but thefe lead a ftranger im- 
perceptibly to the defired fpot, where he is fur- 
prifed with the profpeft, and fees the whole 
lake, and all the fplendid landfcape around, in 
full beauty. An uninterrupted view of the w^- 
ter from the garden would not be very plealing, 
as it may be conftantly enjoyed from the win- 
dows of die palace. 

Before I leave Conftance, I muft recall 
to your memory, a man, who, for fome years 
paft, 'has made fome noife in the public papers. 
It was on this ftage that the celebrated Gefner 
began his career, who in a fhort time expelled 
fo many millions of devils, and cured fo many 
hundred bigots. An order of the Bifhop of 
Conftance having prohibited fuch miracles in his 
diocefe, forced him to take refuge under the 
protection of the prelate of Salmanfweiler, who, 
by the ftrength of hard gold, always purchafes 
of the pope an exemption from the bilhop's 
power. In oppofition to the Biftiop, the pre- 
late efpoufed the part of the refugee with 
much warmth ; and his fiprtune was made by 

the 
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the perfecution he underwent. The prelate's 
fteward fupplied him with fome barrels of ftink- 
ing oil, and other commodities, which he ufed 
for the purpofe of his cures, and in the fumifti- 
ing of which the other found his account. 


LETTER VL 

Augfburg. 

AFTER having gone all round the lake 
of Conftance, I direded my journey from 
Lindau hither, and paffed through fome de- 
cayed imperial cities, which had been under the 
neceifity of requefting from the Emperor ait 
exemption from furnifhing their proportion of 
tax for the public exigencies of the empire, and 
were now aftually dwindled into villages. 
Memmingen, however, is an exception. It 
has fome manufactures in it, and ftill refembles 
a town. I met, by accident, with an extradk 
from the chronicle of this little town, which 
runs in the fame old womanifli ftyle, with all 
othet chronicles of fmall towns. I will tranr 
fcribe fome paiTages from it, as they paint the 
charader of the people. 

Mn 
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^ In the year 1448, the taverns of the town 

* were cxhaufted erf" wine ; the fenate fent a 

* formal deputation to the Necker, to procure 

* this indifpenfible necefikry for its fubjefts. As 

* the waggon with the wine was approaiihing, 

* the body of the citizens went in proceffion 

* to meet it, with drums beating, and colours 

* flying, and there was a public bonefire or- 
' dercd.— * 

* In the year 1449, dicre happened, on5t. 

* Galen's day, in the church of St. Martin, 

* fome difpute among the women concerning the 

* pews, which at laft bred a fray amongft them, 

* in the church itfelf. The clergy imagined it 

* neceflary to new confecrate the church, which 

* had been thus prophaned ; but the fenate 

* oppofed it with all their power, as it had only 

* beena fray of women/ 

Both thefe charaderiftics of the people ftill 
prevail. The Suabian has ftill the fame vene- 
ration for wine, and the fame maftery over his 
wife. 

From hence I came thi'ough numbcrlefs 

earldoms, and lordfhips, the m^oft confiderablc 

of which are the pofleflions of the coimts Truc- 

chfefle and Fugger ; thefe might be confidered 

as principalities, were tliey not divided among 

fo many branches of the families. 

The 
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The whole trad: of country, from the lake of 
Conftance here, is not near fo well cultivated 
as lower Suabia. The • manners of the people 
alfo are much inferior. There is-a fkiking dif- 
ference in the perfons of the men. The inha- 
bitants of thefe parts are ugly, and their features 
are fo diftorted, that the fight difgiifts one. Na- 
ture too has done ftill lefs for them, than for 
their neighbours. The whole of their country is 
a plain, which is interfered only by one ridge 
of woody hills, between Lindau and Leutkir- 
chen. The foil is only fit for tillage ; whereas, 
in Lower Suabia, the mixture of mountains, 

hills, and valleys, allows of every kind of agricul- 
ture. 

The efficient caufe of the ruin of this coun- 
try, is, its being parcelled out into fo many 
fmall baronies ; many of the owners of which 
live at the great courts, and draw the money out 
of the country. It is needlefs for a traveller to 
alk, if the mafter of thefe poffeffions refides 
upon his property ; as One can eafily difcover in 
the looks of the people, and the forfaken afpeft 
of the country, that he does not. Whilft the 
baron is making a figure at court, his vaflals arc 
expofed to the oppreffions of a rapacious fteward, 
\yho generally contrives, in the fpace of a few 
years, to amafs fo much wealth as to enable him 

to 
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to refign his office, and commence baron him* 
felf. . 

If a life of extravagance, and a ridiculous 
p^ffion for tides, was not fo uniyerfal amongfl 
them ; if they had n^ore love for the arts and 
fciences ; if they had a tafle for more elegant 
plcafures than horfes, equipages, and feryants 
can afford ; if they could bring over from 
France fomething more becoming than a ftiff 
carriage, an affefted walk, a tafte for gaming, 
and a wretched jargon, the German nobles 
might be the happieft clafs of human beings. 
Almoft entirely independant, as the . nature of 
the conftitution makes them, they might be* 
come, in the fuUeft fenfc, the creators of the 
Jiappinefs of their fubjefts, and in return re- 
ceive their adoration. But they appear not to 
have fufficient fenfibility to follow fuch a line of 
conduft. Nature takes her revenge, and the 
confequence of their idle extravagance at the 
courts is, that their eftates run gradually in 
debt, and their refources vanifli. 

Augfburg is one of the oldefl: towns in Ger- 
many, and one of the mofl remarkable of them, 
as it is there, and at Nuremberg, that you meet 
with the oldefl: marks of German art, and in- 
dufl:ry. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centu- 
ries, the commerce of this town was the moft 

ex- 
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extenfive of any part of fouth Germany^ and 
contributed much to the civilization of the 
country, by the works of art, and variety of 
neceflaries to the comfort and convenience of 
life^ which it was the means of introducing. 
Many things originated in this town, which 
have had a great influence on the happinefs of 
mankind. Not to mention the many important 
diets of the empire held here; here, in 952, did 
a council confirm the order for the celibacy of 
priefts ; here, in 1530, was the confeflion of 
faith of the proteftants laid before the emperor, 
and other eftates of Germany, and here, in 
1555, was figned the famous treaty of peace, 
by which religious liberty was fecured to Ger- 
many. 

Many of the houfes are old and ugly, and 
are built with fo little attention to the rules of 
modem tafte, that Winckelman renoimced living 
in Germany after he had feen them ; but this is 
what the Englifti call peevifhnefs ; and to be (b 
much taken up with beauty and form, as to 
be blind to every other confideration, is folly and 
vice. The houfes in Auglburg muft not be 
confidered as Roman and Greek temples, but 
as monuments of the architefture of the times in 
which they were built. Whoever coniiders them 
in that light, and compares them with thchoufes* 
VOJ-. I. E built 
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built at Lubeck and Nurembei-g in thfe'famb cen* 
tury, will fee to what a niuch greater Aegtiee of 
magnificence Augfburg had arrived in fHofd 
early times. He will fee too a gre^t deal of rta! 
beauty of proportion, uniforrtiity, correfpon* 
deiice 6f parts, &c, ftc; 

The looks of thd ' inhabitants of* Augfburg 
haVe fohiething very flfiking in them. They 
arfe a compound of the Suabian and Savariah 
featliresr. The proteflints are fnoft like the 
Suabians, and the catholics the Bavariahs. It 
is an obfervation, which has been frequently 
made, and undoubtedly a true one^ that you 
may diftinguifti a proteftant of Augfburg, from 
a catholic, by his looks and manner. Any per- 
fbn who goes into their refpedtive churches, will 
fee flrikihg charafteriftical differences in the face* 
As the catholics are more cathoUc at Augfburg 
than in any other part of the world, and as the 
followers of the feveral religions feldom inter- 
marry, this difference may the more cafily be 
accounted for. 

The beft accounts of the fuccefEve variations 
of the government of Augfburg, which is ariftocra- 
tical, is to be met with in D. Langtmantel^s Hif-- 
tflrte des Regiments der Stadf dugjburgy Foi. arid 
iji P. von Stelten des altem Gefebkhte von Angf^ 
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iurgy 2 vol. in 4t6, which carry it down to the 
year 1649. 

The police of the place is very good> and 
though the town has no . territory, it has no 
debts. The water works of Augfburg deferVe 
notice much more than thofe of Marly, the 
mechanifm of them is much more fimple, and 
the advantage of them much more confpicuous. 

Augflburg is, however, no longer what it was. 
It no longer has a Fuggcr, and a Welfer in it, 
to lend the Empeit>r millions. In this large and 
handfome town, formerly one of the greateft 
trading towns in Germany, there are no mer- 
chants at prefent to be found, who have capitals 
of more than 2o,oool. The others, mod of 
whom muft have their coaches, go creeping on 
with capitals of 3, or 4,oool, and do the bufi- 
hefs of brokers, and commiffioners. Some 
houfes,'however, carry on a little banking trade, 
and the way through Tyrol, and Graubundten, 
occafions fome little exchange between this place 
and Germany. 

After thefe brokers and doers of bufinefs by 
tommiflion, the engravers, ftatuaries, and 
painters, are the moft reputable of the labour- 
ing part of the city. Their produftions, like 
the toys of Nuremberg, go every where. There 

aire always foiiie people of genius amongft them ; 
- ■ £ z but 
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but the fmall demand for their art affords them 
fo little encouragement, that to prevent ftarving, 

I 

they are moftly confined to the fmall reli^ous 
works, which are done clfe where by Capu- 
chin monks^ They furnifli all Germany with 
little pi6tures for prayer books, and to hang . in 
the citizens houfes. Indeed the arts meet with 
little fupport in this country. The man of 
fafliion had much rather keep horfcs and hounds, 
and a ufelefs train of fervants, by whom he is 
chtat€d, than provide for an ingenious artiil, 
and even when, in obedience to fa0iion, he isL 
compelled to make fome facrifice to genius, he 
refb no confidence in the abilities of his coun- 
t;ryman. As he is feldom pofTefled of tafte and 
difceritment himfelf ; he is directed in his choice 
by the reputation of fome foreign artift, and 
leaves merit in his own country to ftarve. In 
other provinces of Germany, matters appear 
to be no' better ordered ; Mengs, Winckelman, 
Gluck, Haflc, Handel, and many others, were 
obliged to acquire reputation abroad, before their 
merits were acknowledged at home. 

There is an academy of arts inftituted here, 
under the proteftibn of the magiftrates. It 
feems, however, like its patrons, to have no 
other aim than to produce good mechanics, and 
preferve the maiiufadtures of the city. The 

fenate. 
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fenatc, for fome time paft, has been deliberat- 
ing on fimilar projefts, for the encouragement 
of induftry. As I take part in any improve- 
ment for focial happinefs, I was extremely mor - 
tified to fee thefe intentions thwarted, by the 
very governors of the town themfelvcs. 

The grounds of this inconfiftent oppofition, 
arife in great meafure from the form of govern* 
ment. The patricians, who, with a very fmall' 
addition of the mercantile part, govern the town 
ariftocratically, cannot bear to fee the plebeian 
enabled by his indyftry to carry his head above 
them. Though they extol induftry in the fenate, 
they hate and perfecute it in the workftiop. One 
Shulin, who has made his fortune by a great cot?, 
ton- work, is a lamentable example of this dupli-» 
city. As the millions his induftry has brought^ 
allow him to live more fplendidly than the patri- 
cians with empty titles, he is become the objeft 
of their moft ftirious perfecution.* 

This defpicable policy takes its origin in the 
general corruption of the country. Nine-tenths 
of the inhabitants are the moft infamous rafcalsi 

* Mr. Nicolai is pf a different opinion, he fays that 
the (urghprs take great ]^r% in the government, and 
t}iat this 19 one of the free imperial cides in which ther^ is 
fuolt liberty^ infinitely more than at Nuremberg or Ulm. 

? 3 \m* 
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imaginable, fellows, who, on the leaft fignal^ 
are ready to cut one another's throats on account 
of religion ; who fpend their week's wages every 
Sunday in ale-houfes, and never refleft on the 
greatnefs of their predeceflbrs, but when the 
liquor is fermenting in their brain. I have 
told you already, that the government is partly 
catholic, and partly proteftant. Upon the whole, 
the catholics may, I believe, be more numer- 
ous than the proteftants. It is quite impoffible 
to give any idea of all the ridiculous incidents 
occafioned by the religious difputes. Every day 
produces fome unexpeded occurrence, which 
makes one both laugh and complain. They 
never brufli a cobweb from a public building, 
without mingling religion in the bufinefs. The 
catholics, who are more zealous than the pro- 
teftants, fupport a controverfial preacher here, 
as they do in all the towns, where the religion 
is of the mixed kind. This man, at certain 
times, fets one half of Augfburg a laughing, 
the other a raving. He who fills this part at 
prefent, is an ex-jefuit ; who is of one the beft 
comedians of the kind I have feen. The excef- 
five poverty and indolence of the fieople, make 
them regardlefs of their own rights. The arif- 
tocracy would not be fo powerfiil if the people 
had more underftanding, and attachment to their 

con« 
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conftitution. But liberty is no dearer to them 
than the chaftity of their daughters, whom 
their canqj^s, whofe incomes are about 200L per 
annum, purchafe every year by dozens. 
• The ot|ier tenth pf the inhabitants confifts 
of fome patrician familiesji amongfl: whom 
^lere. are fome very; p9)yite people,, of tha 
mercho^nts, jartifts and clergy. But there is too 
much idle extravagance amongfl even the moft 
prudent, apd too many jealoufies about them 
^11 for true patriotifm toxake root amongfl: them. 
This town, which is nine miles and a half in 
circuinfer^cc, contains hardly 30^000 people,* 
j^LTid their coHeftive capital fcarcely exceeds 
1,500,0001. fo that their yearly decreafe becomes 
. more and more apparent. If fome fortunate cir- 
cum&asuzps do not arife, another century will fee 
them reduced to abfqlu^e beggary. 

T\^ more modem part of thi^ town is truly 
t>eautiful; and the fenate houfe is one of thef 
haiidfpipSftJbuiidings that I have feen in all my 
tr^yels. . Pne would believe, that in proportion 
^s th^ iiitcvmi resources had diminifhed, the 
magiflxacy h^ become more attentive to ex-v 

^ Mr. Nicolai makes them 34 or 35>000} 9nd fays thei^ 
^re 28,000 hmilet« 
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ternal decoiution. But it is as with the falfe 
bloom on a courtezan's cheek, it may be- 
giiile the paffing ftranger, but whoever fees her 
at her toilet will foon ' be undeceived. A (hort 
time fince, on the publication of an order for 
the water fpouts, which ufed to fpout the water 
Upon the ftrects, and injure the pavement, to 
be in future carried through their ' houfes, a 
company of merchants entered a proteft, begin- 
ning with thefe words : ' The Romans were 
^ not arrived at the pinnacle of their great- 
' nefs when the Appian way was made/ I 
know not whether the writer of die remon- 
ftrance was in jeft ; but> as the common proverb 
fays, that ^ every comparifon is lame,' this is 
fo indeed. 

The city has its drinking water from the river 
Lech, which runs at fome diftance from it. 
The aquedufts which convey the water, are 
much to be admired. As the court of Bavaria 
has it in its power to cut off this indifpenfible 
neceffary, by threatening the town with doing 
fo, it okeii lays it under contribution. But as 
it has, befides this, other means of keeping 
,the high council in a ftate of dependance,' 
to fecure itfelf from this oppreffion, the city 
feeks the Emperor's proteftion, upon whom it 
makes itfelf as dependant on the other fide» 
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fo as to be indeed only a ball, which both courts, 
play with. The Emperor^s minifter to the circle 
of Suabia, generally refides here, and by fo doing 
fecures to his court a perpetual influence. There 
are always Auftrian and Pniflian recruiting 
parties quartered here, and the partiality of the 
goverament to the former is very remark- 
a,ble. In the war of 1756, the citizens were 
divided into equal parties for the two courts* 
The catholics coniidered the Emperor as their 
god ; and the proteilants . did the fame by the 
king of Fruffia. The flame of religion had 
almofl kindled a bloody civil war amongfl: them. 
The biihop takes his name from this town ; 
but refides. at Dillingen« He has an income of 
about 2o,oool. per attnum. As a proof of the ca« 
tholicifm of this place, the Pope, throughout his 
whole progrefs, met no where with fuch honours 
as he did here. This he owed to his friends the 
jefuitsj who have ftill great influence. 


LET- 
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LETTER VII. 

OP all the circles of the empire, Suabia i$ 
the moft divided, it contains* four ec- 
clefiaftic, and -thirteen lay principalities, nine- 
teen independant prdacies arid abbeys, twenty- 
fix earldoms and lordflrips, and thirty-ont free 
cities. The prime direftors of the "circle, as 
they are termed, are the. bifhop of Conftance^ 
and the dtike of Wirtemberg, which laft has 
the fole direftion of all that relates t6 war. • 

The mixture of the various forrtis of govern- 
ment, and religious fedts ; the opprcffibn exer- 
tifed by the great on the lefler j the game con- 
ftantly played by the Emperor, who poffefles 
many pieces of detached country in Suabia, which 
depend not on the circle, and can, in confe- 
quence of his privileges as archduke of Auftria, 

* 

extend his poffeflions in it by various ways, are 
circumftances which give the cultivation of the 
country, and the character of the inhabitants, a 
moft extraordinary caft. In feveral of the poft 
towns where you ftop, you fee the higheft de- 
gree. 
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gree of cultivation in the midft of the moft 
ravage wildnefs^ a great degree of knowledge 
and polifli of manners, mixed with the grofleft 
ignorance, ^nd fuperftition ; traces of libertyp 
under the deepeft oppreffion; national pride, 
together with the contempt and negledt of the 
native country ; in fliort, all the focial qualities 
in flxiking cpntraft, and oppofition to each 
other. 

Thofe parts of Suabia, which belong to the 
greater potentates, fuch as Wirtemberg, A^ftria- 
and B^den, are certainly the moil improved. 
The whole of Suabia may comprehend about, 
nine hundred German fquare miles, and two 
millions of people. More than half of thefe 
are fubjefts of the three above mentioned 
houfes, though they do not own, by a great 
deal, one half the land. 

If the fmall German lords would reflxain 
themfelves within due bounds, if they woulcj 
not appear greater than they really are, if they 
were more afFeftionate to their fubjefts, if they 
were not infenfible to *the fofter feelings of hu- 
manity, and fo.hoftile to the mufesand graces, 
the very fmallnefs of thefe ftates might confti- 
tute their happinefs. For although a fmall 
counjxy muft neceflarily part with fome money 
to procure what it wants from abroad, yet if 

the 


6o TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY, 

die governor does not require many luxuries^ 
a prudent oeconomy and management will' keep 
diis wi^n due bounds. Befides, as moft of 
the fovereigns in this part of the world are ca- 
rholips, and the rich foundations in the neigh- 
bourhood lay open to their younger fons, they 
are not incumbered with the care of making 
other provifion for them. Many of themfelves 
too belong to the church, and their preferments 
there might prevent their laying any bur- 
thens on their fubjefts. But the happinefs of 
* their people, is never the ftudy of thefe gen- 
(tlemeh, who, from the want of family ties^ 
confider themfelves as unconnefted with the 
country, and think their only bufinefi is to aft 
like generals in an enemy's land, and plunder 
what they can. Were it not for this, their ex- 

* emption from fupportihg any military eftab- 
lifliments, the eafe with which a fmall country 
may be governed j the diftanee from the poli- 

I litical diftraftions of the greater ftates, the 
fecurity that the other powers of Germany can- 
not play the great conqueror over them, and 
many other circumftances, might be improved 
into iDleffings on thefe fmall focieties. * 

The courts of Stutgard and Carlfruhe are the * 
only ones I have met with, which feemed ta 
tiav« a,ny fenfe of the duty of making the ftib- 
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jcft happy. The reft appear vain enough to 
conceive their people created for them^ not 
themfelves for their peojde. The treafurers of 
thefe petty lords, with fome of whom I was well 
acquainted, make a very eflential difference be- 
tween the interefts of the court, and thofe of 
the people ; and though the fubjeft is under no 
apprehension, as I have faid, of grofs tyranny ; 
yet he is by no means fafe from having his 
pocket picked by the nicer operations of 
finance. 

The education of moft of thefe lords is fo 
thoroughly neglefted, as hardly to admit of 
better hopes. It is almoft univerfally in the 
hands of priefts. Part of thefe are monks^ 
whofe knowledge is in a manner all wrapped up 
in their cowls, and part arc young al^hs, who 
are juft come from fchool, and only feek to 
make their fortunes by the connections of their 
pupils. The monk teaches that a reverence to 
Saint Francis, Benedid, or Ignatius, a regulat 
attendance on mafs, the telling beads, and giv* 
ing alms to monafteries, are obje(5):s, which 
will make amends for many tranfgreffions of 
another kind. 


LET. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Miuuch. 

THE road from Augfburg to Munich, 
lies through Dachau, which is two miles 
from Augfburg and Nymphenburg. Great 
part of the country, which you fee on this road, 
is intirely uncultivated. There was a pro- 
jed: to luring the Memnonites from the Pala- 
tinate to cultivate it, but it failed, becaufe the 
court confeflbr exclaimed againft any intro- 
dudioii of different religions. The buildings 
at Nymphenburg are magnificent, and deferve to 
be viewed. 

The caftle of Nymphenburg was began in 
1663, by the Eleftrefs Adelaide, confort of the 
Eledtor Ferdinand Maria ; but much has been 
added to it by the fucceeding eleftors. Many 
things are worth looking at in the palace, and 
the gardens are the largeft in Germany ; but 
u^rhat is moft remarkable, are the rooms which 
contain the piftures of the fixteen miftxeffes of 
the Eledtor Maximilian Emanuel, and the Em- 
peror Charles the Seventh. The public exhibi- 
tion of thefe portraits is an offence to public 
3 manners. 
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tnahners, which has not, perhaps, its like in 
Europe. 

In the gardens there is a cloyfter of nuns of 
Notre Dame, and urider the fame roof, parted 
Only by a wall, an Hofpiceof capuchin friars. 
This cuftom of building convents and cloyfters 
near each other, was very common in the tenth 
century. 

There is a china manufafture here, but it 
Teems fallen to decay. 

On my arrival at the inn, a pretty hoftefs ftep- 
ped up, looked me very fufpicioufly in the face, 
and put feveral queftions ; Which, for want of 
fyfEcient ikiil ih her provincial dialed, I could 
anfwerbut by halves. As I cannot endxire to 
be much queftioned by innkeepers, I defired 
her, fomewhat roughly, to let me know, without 
any more ceremony, whether I could lodge and 
board in her'houfe for fome days ? With a great 
deal of difficulty, (he at laft gave me to under* 
ftand, that Ihe had taken me for a Jew, and had 
fwom to fome faint or other, never to entertain. 
* a Jew. I was, as you may fuppofe, near leav- 
ing the hotife ; an explanation, however, took 
place, and the next day, after my beard, which 
^was rather of the longeft, had been taken off, we 
were fully reconciled, arid have agreed very 
w^U ever fince* 

In 
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In my way hither, I ftole fufficient time to re- 
mark that the agriculture of this part of the 
country is not in fo improved a date as even that 
of Suabia. I faw feveral Suabian villages^ 
which deferved the appellation of towns much 
more than fome of the miferable holes I have 
met with fince my arrival in JBavaria. There 
are fix of thefe about Munich, in which the 
wide fcattered houfes are far more numerous than 
the inhabitants. 

I am ftill too little acquainted with this court 
and country, to be able to fay any thing confi- 
<dently about either. But as I propofe flopping 
here fome time, fliall impart to you, in due 
order, the relult of my enquiries. In the mean- 
time, as I am a diligent frequenter of the Ger- 
man theatre, I feel a defire to entertain^ you, as 
far as my ability yet goes, with a ftate of the 
dramatic part of German literature. 

Thofe who underftand German, perceive 
even at Strafburg, that Germany has, for fome 
years paft, been flxuck with a rage for theatrical 
(exhibitions. The bookfellers Ihops are from 
time to time over-run with new plays, and thea- 
trical almanacks ; and writings of the dramatic 
kind, always occupy a third part in the cata- 
logues of new books. Dramatic poetry is cer- 
tainly 
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taialy the higheft fpecies of poetry, as hiftorical 
painting is the higheft fpecies of painting ; nor 
can any thing be more ufeful than to reprefent 
man in his various chara&ers, and fituations, with 
truth and juftice. But fuch men as appear at 
prefent in.moft of the German plays, are rarely 
met widi in the world ; and when here and 
there luch do make their appearance, the police 
^f the place, if there is any police, takes the 
charge of them upon itfelf, and lodges them in 
B^lam, or a workhoufe. 

You muft know, my dear brother, that the 
charafters moft frequent on the German ftage, 
are frantic lovers, parricides, highwaymen, mi- 
nifters, miftrefle^, and men of fafhion, with their 
pockets full of daggers and poilbn, melancholy 
and raving men of all forts, and incendiaries, 
and grave-diggers. Perhaps you will not be^ 
lieve me, but I could name to you above twen-^ 
ty pieces, the chief characters in which are 

mad, and where the poet has endeavoured to 
exhibit his forte in the difplay of folly, and 
diftra6tion of niind. I affure you too, upon 
my honour, that that part of the German 
public with which I have had the honour 
to be acquainted hitherto, admire, and moft 
violently applaud thofe fcenes which fliew the 
madman in his wildcft tranfports. There are 
VOL* I. F plays 
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pkys in which the diief charade (aca^tRvdf 
murders from twelve to fifteen people ; mi by 
way of crowniag the meritorious 4eied^ plants 
a da^er in his own bread. It is a fadl^ diat 
the pieces which have mpft madmen and murder- 
ers in them> meet with the greateft approbation ; 
nay, feveral adors and aftrefles have complain- 
ed to me how difficult they found it to invent 
new ways of dying on the ftage. It muft b? 
difficult!, for there arfe fcenes in which the prin- 
cipal performers muft remain for half an hour 
in tl^ laft agonies, uttering broken words^ and 
under continued convulfions, and k is certainly 
no eafy (aik to fuftain fuch a death with pro* 
priety. I have often feen no I^s than five 
people. at Qnce dying on the German flxige^ one 
ringing out his knell with his feet, another 
lyith his arms, a third with his belly^ and a 
fourth with his head, whilfi: the pit feemed ago« 
nizit^ with joy, efpecially if the fport lafted, 
and clapped every convulfive movement* 

The next in rank on the German fta^ alter 
the madman and murderers, are drunkards, fbi- 
diers^ and watchmen. Thefe chara£ter» cor- 
refpond too imch with the natiowl ]»WK3W not 
to be welcome to the audience. But why the 
phlegmatic Germans, who are troubled with fa 
few violent paffions, aadtidight fo little indef-^ 

perate 
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peittte trdDikdions^ and tragical events^ (hauld 
take fuck pleafure m the dagger and bowl^ is 
not at fiift fo ea(ily accounted fyr. Let us fee 
X^tiat is to be faid for the audience ind the poets. 
On the part of the public it may arife from 
ignorance of life and manners. The differeM 
xrlafles of people do not mingle (b much in the 
German town^ as they do in France, To every 
thing which belongs to nobility^ or which has 
the name ef nobility, or is in any way attached 
to the court, the German in middle life can 
liave no accefs. His knowledge of life and tafte 
for fbcial pleafures is much more confined, than 
^ihat of our people^ nor does he, like the kihabii» 
tonts of a moderately large French town, enter 
into the innumerable incidents and accidents 
^f common life. This want of intereft in ufual 
virtues and vices ; this infenfibility to the littl# 
events of ordinary life, oblige theGerman to look 
for ftrong emotions and caricatures to entertain 
liim on die ftage ; whereas the Frenchman is 
•contented with a piece of a much finer wrought 
plot, and willingly fees the people he lives and 
is acquainted with, reprefented on the ftage. 
TTl^ Sax^i dramas are not fo monftrous and 
extravagant as thofe which are exhibited in the 
weftem and fbuthern parts of Germany, be- 
caufc a more enlightened morality, and a fi*eer 

F z inter- 
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intercouife than there is here,obtains in that par^ 
of the country, and confequently, the pifturc 
of a fcene in pommon life is more ftrikihg than 
it can be here. In general the majority* in thL* 
part of the. country, confiftsmore of wdi than 
in France, and the mob, you know, are noto- 
rious for running to fee an execution or a 
funeral. 

On the part of the poets, the extravagance 
arifes from a variety of different ca[ufes. Moft 
of the prefent. writers for the German drama 
are as ignorant as the mob of the fpringis which 
aduate mankind. Many of them are ftudents, 
who are .ftill at fchool, or juft come from it^ 
and have chofen play writing for their trade. 
Thefe pe.rfons, who have never feen any thing, fit 
in their chimney corner, and enveloped in the 
fi-imes of their tobacco,, invent whatever hap- 
pens to come uppermoft. Their creatures have,, 
confequently, neither beauty, fhape, gracfe, or 
proportion ; but are either men without heads, 
or barbarians. The writers of this elafs, wiio aim 
at nothing but getting their bread by gratifying the 
public, w rite tragedy, becaufe it is moft eafy, for, 
independently of the affiftance which may be de- 
rived from the marvellous, it is always eaSfier to write 
a good tragedy than an .equally good; comedy. 

Another fet of writers for the buikin, fufFer 

them- 
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themfelves to be led away by the tafte of the 
times. A few years ago one Goethe^ of whofe 
works you muft certainly have feen tranflations, 
brought out a piece, which, although it has 
very great beauties in it, is, upon the whole, 
the moft extravagant that ever was afted. To 
give you an idea of it, I need not fay more 
than the fubjed is, the peafant war under the 
Emperor Maximilian, and chat the burning of 
villages, firing towns, &c. &c. are reprefented 
in it to the life. This piece, which is called 
Gots of Berlichingen, wi/i the iron hand ; has, 
notwithflanding the great outcry for it, not yet 
been exhibited on the flage, becaufe the infinite 
changes of the fcenery, and the incredible heap 
of machinery, and decoration neceflfary, are 
too expenfive, and would make the performance 
too long. Goethe is, undoubtedly, a genius, 
and I have feen other pieces of his^ which fhew 
that he can draw men in common life, and 
walking on their legs, as well as thofe who fland 
on their heads. His Elvin and Elmire is an 
exquifite little opera, and there is much merit, 
thou^ with fome excrefcencies, in his Ckr 
vigo, a tragedy on the fubjeft, you know, of 
Beaumarchais' adventures, in Spain. Goethe, 
hpwever, , has had too many imitators. His 
Gots qi berlichingen was a kind of magic wand, 
: F 3 which. 
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wHdi, withafingle ftrokc, produced a hun- 
dred geniufes out of nothing* BHja^ to the 
real beauties ci the original^ his imitators have 
endeavoured to diftinguifti thenifelves, by copy- 
ing his extravagancies. As in Gots of BerUcfain* 
gen, the fcenery is frequently changed, it is 
now neceflary for th6 poet to carry die fpeftator 
through every part of the town* Goethe was 
rather laviih of executions in his pieces, and 
now there are innumerable hangman on the 
iiage. Shakefpear, who&n Goethe, jHrobably from 
whim, or with the view to draw the attention of 
his countrymen to that great, poet, propc^ed as 
his example in his Gots, became inftantly the 
idol of the German dramatic writers ; but not 
that Shakefpear, who, like Raphael, paints man 
as he is, under every circumftance, and cxprefles 
every movenient of the mulcles and nerves, and 
every emotion of the paffions ; but he, who, for 
want of fuificient acquaintance with originals^ 
and due education, gives himfelf up to his own 
wild whims, flies over ages and counmes, and 
worlds, and in the purfuit of his flu<9aiating ob- 
jeds, does not trouble himfelf about either unity 
or order. An hiftoiical painter may fail in what 
is called la cimfqfithn du ^groupe^ or harmony 
of the piece, and feveral other things, and yet 
merit great praife for his excellence in the de- 
lineation 


TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. yi 

fineation of fingle figures ; but the fcholar who 
copies thefe faults, is truly to be pitied. 

Rules, it is true, do not fetter a genius ; he 
cither l^ears tJiem like wreaths of flowers, iin- 
eonflrained, cafily and gracefully; or, when 
he does not know the value of this ornament, 
and will coftie forth in his own wildnefs, makes 
up for the omiffion, by the vigour with which 
he lays hold of his objeft. But fuch untraftable 
geniufes are very fcarce, and not the proper ob- 
jeds of imitadon. England, or rather we may 
fay all Europe, has produced but one Shake- 
fpear during many centuries. The greateft 
number of artifts are doomed to acquire re- 
putation by flxidy, and rules have been made to 
regulate that ftudy. ^ 

This ridiculous tafte of defiling to excel by the 
negleft of order and rules, by the affedation of 
extravagance, unnatural events, abominable gri-^ 
maces, and pitiful disfigurations, has fince this 
time infcAed every department of literature and 
fhe artSy We fee crowds of young pretenders to 
genius, who, In their different walks, in mufic, 
painting, and flther parts of poetry, think to ac? 
quire fame by departing from the eftabliflied 
rules, gind giving up ftudy. Buy the ancients 
thought otherwife on this fubjeft, and the wqrks 
jvhich they have left behind, will never be 

? 4 
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^lipfed by thefe weak and pretended originals. 
Virgil, it is well known^ compared his produ<;-. 
tions to the unformed cub of a bear, which could 
only receive its proper (hape by frequejj^ lick-., 
ing; and it is eafy to fee, by the writings of 
Terence and Plautus, that they were not finilhcd ' 
over a pipe of tobacco. You know xhat Shake- 
fpear has now, for fome time paft, had his parti- 
zans amongft lis ; but his extrayagapce will not 
fo eafily be adopted for a rule ; . and though 
Arnaud has opened the way for monfters on 
our ftagc, as yet they appear too feldom for 
there to be any danger of our feeing our old 
friends and acquaintance in common life ba- 
liifhed by them. 

This corrupt tafte has produced a wonderful 
revolution in the German language. When we 
read the writings of Gefner, Wieland, and Lef- 
fing, we perceive that it was improving under 
their culture, and would gradually have received 
the poHfh and perfeftion which are indifpenfably 
neceffary to make it claffical. But thefe new 
geniufes have not been fatisfied with the muti- 
lation of fingle words, but have contrafted whole 
periods in the fame manner. They have abo- 
liflied all conjunftions and conne6tives of every 
kind. In many of the more modern works, the 
fentences are all feparate, like the feparate ef- 

faH 
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futa of an oracle; nor are any flops or diviiions 
admitted, except fi-iU flops, and ! ! ! and ? ? ? 
and — — ■— . Befides every writer made a 
point of inventing new words to exprefs his new 
ideas ; in fhort, you would burfl with laughter 
^ you were to read fpme literary produdions of 
Germany, which pafs with liiany • for maftcr- 
pieces. 

When I fay this, I do not mean to be under- 
ftood to affirm, that there are no perfons of 
better tafte in Germany than thofe I have been 
defcribing; but they are over-talked, becaufe 
they are the fmalleft number, and attempt only 
to convince by moderation and reafon, whiHt 
the others flun them with noife. It was but yef- 
terday that I faw a new piece, entitled ^ Qui(;k 
* before any one knows it,' which was remark-^ 
able for the fimplicity of the fable, the truth o( 
the charaders, and the chaftenefs of its dialogue; 
and I have feen other comedies and tragedies 
equally good; but the pit muft have madnefs, 
and murder, and trumpets, and thunder, and 
the adors only interpofe flich a piece, in order 
to have time to recover their breath, and re- 
cruit for frefh raptures of infanity. 

This is the fixth company of comedians I 

have feen in Germany. You will wonder per- 

haps at fo many in fo fmall a trad; but you 

4 muft 
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jiniR: know, that for (everaJ years p^, innu* 
snerable fmail ftrolling companies patrote Ger- 
many as riiey do in Spain and England : they 
ereft their ftagcs in the foarns^ or in the caw 
Jioofe of villages, or market towns, and borro\^ 
fhc mayor's night gown and flippers, to play 
Ji^us Csefar in his toga, or, which is the fame 
thing to them, to repreftnt a fultan. I faW four 
of tbefe companies Jn Suabia* They are made 
•ttp chiefly of vagabond ftudents, and idle, dif- 
kHmt mechanics, who are alternately aftors and 
fcAdattSy fometimes in the wbrkrhoafe, and fome- 
wnes in the hofpitah The company which is 
fcere at prefem is of a fuperior kind, Alt the 
members of it are in the pay of the ccfurt, which 
receives the qitrance money* They are almoft 
all degant, well-bred, people, and went f^ be- 
yond my expe&ations in their performance. I 
do not know above three or fovtx theatres in 
France which are preferable to this, The ac- 
tors enjoy the fociety of the firft peopie of the 
court, and have opporuinities of polifhing theif 
manners* Ho\Y ridiculous it is, that the pre- 
fent etiquette of Germany fhould refufe this ad- 
vantage to the poet> y/hp has as much to gain 
by it as the comedian. 

This company is under the diredion of Mr. 
Mardiand, of whom I had heard a great deal at 

Stralburg^ 


tAavej^ thkovoh gshmamfy. y^ 

Strafturg, where he played for fevcral years be? 
fore he had any regular engagement. He is 
xKm at Manheimj where he is engaged at a large 
falary as manager of the court theatre. I was 
extremely happy in a perfonal acqiiaintance widi 
hira. He is a man of the world, voy livdy 
and intdligent, and has contrived to make a 
capital of 4000 1. by his performances in die 
cities on the Upper Rhine. This genttemaQ 
told me how much pains he had taken, when 
he came to the management, to fet his company 
on a diSer^ent footing fiom moft of die Germaa 
companies of comedians at that time. He em- 
ployed only regular bred men, paid them with 
great punftuality, and as regularly difcharged 
them, when they were guilty of any irregula- 
rity. By thefe means, he and his company ob* 
tained the refpeft of the public, who at firft 
coniidered players as difreputable perfons. For 
a long time Mr. • Marchand guided the public 
lafte. He exhibited only tranflations of the moft \ 
fele<ft French and Engliih pieces, and the very | 
beft originals of his own coimtry, with a mix- 
ture of fome of our operas, which, excepting ar 
Paris, were no better performed than by his 
company. — Suddenly, however, the rage for 
tragedy and monfters prevailed; after long 
ftrug^ling againft it, he was at laft obliged to 
* ^ yield 
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yield to the flxeam. As the lungs of his raftors 
were only.accuftomed to the ordinary tones of 
fpeech, and could hot go throiigh.,tbe ftrong 
convplfiyc . jtnovements of the new fchpol, he 
v^as obliged, on his arrival at Munich, to pro- 
cure a new fet accuftoined to howlings, laying 
dead, &c. &c* , It is probable, however, that 
thfe prefent rage is only a temporary paroxyfm 
pf the ftage fever, which will in time give way 
%o better tafte and founder judgment. FarewelL 
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LETTER IX. 

Munich. 

YOU require too much of me; though I 
very well conceive that you muft na- 
turally wifh to have a particular knowledge of 
tliis court and country, for, independently of 
our former connection with Bavaria, thePala- 
tinate is the moft powerful ftate in Germany, 
next to Auftria and Brandenburg, or at leaft 
from its internal refources fliould be fo; and 
befides, the geographical. jGtuation of the coun- 
try will always make its mafter of confequence 
to whatever fide he joins, in cafe of a rupture 
Ijetween France and the emperor. I wi)l there- 

fore 
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fore do what I can ; but 1 fhall flay here too 
Ihort a time to give you entire fatisfeftiori. The 
defcription of Munich by Profeffor Weften- 
ricden, though not void of faults, is one of the 
few works of this kind calculated to give fatis- 
faftion. Every traveller (liould have it. The 
beil hiftory of Munich is that by Mr. Bergman; 
in one volume folio. There is alfo an Italian 
trad; on the fubjed:, by Bianconi ; but it does 
not contain much. 

This court is at prefent fo enveloped in a 
thick and motley-coloured crowd of minifters, 
counfellors, intendants, and commanders, that 
one cannot well get at, nor even fee it ; nor 
have I yet been able to make any particular 
acquaintance with our minifter Here, who un* 
doubtcdly knows how things are. I (hall there- 
fore defcribe the court to you, partly from the 
information 'of fome of its dependants, and part- 
ly from a few of my own obfervaticHis, which 
have hitherto been made from a diftance. — As 
far as the court is conncfted with the country, 
its chara&er is.to be judged of by the laws and 
regulations ifTued from time to time. 

The eledor is one of the beft tempered men 
in the world. He is of a mild, focial, lively 
difpofition, not at all diftruflful or fufpicious, 
and fo little inclined to feverity, that, upon a 

reformation 
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leformatioa haviag become f^cdfyty. in iuH 
court at Munich^ ke appointed the count Gold- 
fbsm, his pnme miniAer at Dufleldorf, to cany 
WL tke r€(|iufite metdure^ with vigour^ and went 
imn&If to Italy, that the reform mi^ not be 
retarded by the prayers and fbUcitaticms of thofe 
difcharged from ofiice^ which he was diffident 
pi bdng able to witbftand* A difagreeable mar*^ 
iiage^ co0tra&ed m his youths led him into ir-- 
wgubrities. The children he has had m Cdn^ 
iec^nce^ he has raifed, at a Very heavy ex- 
pence^ to be 'Counts of the empire^ In his moi% 
advanced life^ the gentlenefs of his fptrit^ and 
the recoUediofi of his fonsier arors^ have qpened 
the way for piety into his heait; which df itfetf 
would be a Ueifing to the country^ were it not, 
that it gives the pri^ihood more influence than 
k (hould hav«« 

As to his kamingy he is reported aUe in fe^ 
veral fcieiices, particulaiiy in mathemaitics^ and 
Cpeaks French^ Itdian^ and Eagia&i. But the 
fine arts are hisf»ru, ^iid be has iacri^d libe^ 
rally to them. His orcheftra and opera are the 
beft in £uti»pe» next to thcfe of Naples aad 
Tunn; and his magnlfioent coUe&ion of prints, 
antiques^ and other things, are perpetual mo-» 
ftun]^nts of his friendship for the mufes.* 
. I Iwre heard that an* Engliih gendenoan at 

Manheim 
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Manheim paid him the compliment to Hy, that 
* He deferved to be a private gentleman/ Ccr* 
tainly this is the mofl favourable dung which 
can be faid of this prince, who is entirely defti* 
tute of that ftrength of charader and refolution^ 
which are indifpeniably neceflary to govern (b 
ferocious a people as the Bavarians. A^ he is 
wanting in knowledge of mankind, he thinks 
favoiunably of all thofe who are about him, and 
this fut^eds him to constant deception. 

When I take my eyes off this great perfonage 
himfelfy to look roimd for the perfon of next 
con&quence, and who has the ^eateft influ^ 
ence, I feel myfelf in the dark, and know not 
whom to Humble on. There is a lard high 
fteward, a lord treafurer, a chancellor, a parcel 
Of pnvy counfellofs^ a fikther confeflbr, and fome 
women, who have divided the court interefl 
ansongft them, and mutually guarantied each 
odier's ihare. He who could fee things as they 
are, and woukL trace every intrigue back to its 
erigin, would find the firft movers of the ma- 
chine in a monk's cowl or a petticoat. 

Of the mifdiieis whidimay be done by priefts 
and women^ when they gain the afcendency, 
we have had fufficient ea:amples in our own 
court* But thefc fell &r flioat of die evils which 
are oocafioned by tbem heve^ notwith&unding 

3 that 
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that the fpoils of whole provinces have been 
expended on the capricious defires of a miftrefs; 
a cafe which happened in France. The reafori 
of this difference is, chat we are not without 
firm patriots, who. oppofe adminiftrations, and 
often reform' what others have corrupted. But 
it is loft labour to look for a patriot at this court ; 
or if you find one, his patriotifm confines itfelf 
to filent unavailing murmurs. 

Of the general maxims, or leading principles 
of the people of this court, I can fay but little 
to you. Immediate felf-intereft is apparently 
the purfuit of every one ; or if they do profeft 
any principles, they are certainly the moft pliant 
and verfatile in the world. Indeed if we may 
judge by the way of thinking of inferiors, of the 
fentiments of their fuperiors, many of the prin- 
cipal people of this court have adopted the moft 
execrable theory in politics : for inftance, that 
religion ferves only for the purpofe of keeping 
the crowd of mankind flaves to them ;— that a 
courtier muft put on the externals oif rehgion, but 
leave the praftice to the vulgar ;•— that men are 
by nature wicked, fedidous, turbulent, and only 
to be governed by being kept in perpetual fur- 
vitudc, and not permitted to ufe theii" faculties; 
— ^finally, that too much knowledge is danger- 
ous^ and that the great hold their rights over 

the 
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the people immediately from God^ are no ways 
accountabk for their conduA, nor under any 
obligation to their fubjefts. Wretched and 
nxiferablc fentiments ! originally props^ated by 
thofe who do not vmderftand Machiavel's Prince, 
or who do not confider what he has advanced 
on the other fide of the queftion in his dif- 
courfes on Livy. 

You will fee by this iketch^ that this court is 
not at all more advanced than thofe of Spain 
and Portugal. The prince, though fincerely 
kicUned, can do nothing for the real welfare of 
hb people; for the channels by which he Ihould 
communicate with them are flopt up. Under 
the lafl: government the minifler fold offices 
publicly, and now they are given away at the 
gaming table. There are numerous examples 
pf people who have not been able to procure 
promotion, otherwife than by lofing certain 
fimis of money to certain ladies. Every thing 
here is venal. A few years ago, a certain mi- 
nifter of this court would have fold half Bavaria 
to the houfe of Auftria, if the Pruffian and Ruf- 
fian courts, and the minifler of the court of 
Deux-Ponts, had not prevented the purchafe. 
In every projed: propofed, a fmall part only is 
intended for any good puf pofe ; the greater part 
has the intcreft of the projedtor in view. 
VOL. I. G How 
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How indeed is it poffible that a courts in 
which the higheft places are to be obtained by 
high birth merely, or family connexions, by 
money, or the intereft of women and priefts, 
(hould have thofe fundamental rules, or have 
that political conftitution, which is neceffary for 
the people's happinefe? The prince's love of 
(hew, is as remarkable as his goodnefs of heart; 
ahd both together induce him to think, that he 
is obliged to fupport an idle and ufelefs nobi- 
lity. Hence whilft other governments are ufing 
every effort to cut off and reduce the exorbitant 
privileges of this clafs of men, and to rate them 
only according to their real fervices, this court 
confiders it as its duty to pamper and feed them, 
in holy idlenefs, like the frogs of Latona, or 
the geefe of the capitol, at the expence of the 
ftate. Would you think that there is, at this* 
very time, a projeft on foot for inftituting a new 
province of knights of Malta in Bavaria, which 
will coft millions ? It is not merit, but nobility 
only which will have any claim to this rich foun- 
dation* Whether the Chriftian purpofe of per- 
fecuting the Saracens, or rather a particular pre- ' 
diledtion for this order has engaged the elcftor 
in it> I cannot tell ; but thus far is certain, that 
the fums fpent by the knights during their novi- 
ciate at fea, (or rather at the gaming table and 

revelling 
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i-eveiling in the ifland of Malta) could be fpent 
at home moie profitably for their native coun- 
try. But the lefs advantage the ftate has to ex- 
pe6l firom this new inftitution, the more cer- 
tainly it will be concluded on. The only thing 
that can flop it, is the confideration of where 
the funds for this purpofe are to be had. In the 
mean time, I could mention to you the names 
of a hundred placemen to be found in the Court 
Calendar, whofe duty I defy any man on earth 
to find out. Be it fufficient as a fpecimen to tell 
you, that this court keeps a great admiral for 
two or three fhips on the Rhine. 

Every thing here is calculated for (hew. The 
army confifts of about thirty regiments, in which^ 
notwithftanding the prefent defign of complet- 
ing them, there are not eighteen thoufand men. 
One fourth part at leaft are officers, amongfb 
whom there are feveral general field marfhals* 
The titles and embroidered clothes of the in- 
habitants by no means fecure a flranger 6cota 
their begging from him. Yefterday I went to fee 
the handfome Jefuit church, where, that I might 
not appear an idle fpeftator, I knelt down by 
fome people in a pew; immediately a man, 
whom I had imagined from his drefs to be a per- 
fon of confequence, moved nearer to me, prc- 

fented me with a pinch of fnuff^ and after fome 
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remarks on the beauty of the biiildingy entered 
circumftantially into a complaint of his neceffi^ 
ties^ and requeued charity of me. The fame 
tiling had already happened to me in another 
church, where the beggar was a very well drcf- 
fed woman* The police, which is fo attentive 
to light, a9d keep the town clean, is in a manner 
obliged to permit thieves and pick-pockets to 
beg at the gates of the town, as it knows not 
how to find them employment or bread. 

This deficiency in true and fixed principles 
of government, this love of. (hew, this confu- 
fion of employment, from the too great number 
of ufelefs, unpatriotic, idle dependants, occa- 
fion hourly contr^didtions in the internal po 
jitics. Son^c little time fince the' minifter, who 
had perhaps read Beccaria when he was half 
aileep, or had heaj-d that capital puniflunents 
and the torture were abolifticd in Pruifia, Ruf- 
iia, and Aufixia, afiedted the lame fpirit of 
philofophy- However, it foon appeared to be 
but an afieflaiion^ for the thieves, murderersy^ 
^nd highwaymen, became foon fo numerous^ 
that an edift quickly appeared, which expofed, 
in the moft: glaring manner, the total incapacity, 
of the court. This ediA flatcd that, * how- 
' ever mild the prince was in his difpofition, and 
* however firmly refolved he had been to imitate 

*the 
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' the example of other powers, by introducing 

* humane laws^ he found himfelf notwithftand- 

* ing confbrained to fuflfer the old punilhments 

* of hanging, breaking on the wheel, impal* 
^ ing, burning, and torturing to go forward as 

* prcfcribed by the Caroline code/ Strange con* 
feffion ! But why has not the mildnefs of the 
penal laws in Pruflia, RufSa, and Auftria, been 
attended with the fame confequences which 
overfet the new fyftcm in Bavaria ? From no 
other reaibn than becaufe thefe powers have a 
firm, well concerted, and connefted fyftem oi 
government, which this court only copied in 
ap{>earance, whijft her real conduft and ad* 
miniftration was totally diifonant to this philofo- 
phy. There were no pains taken to corred; the 
people of their inclination to theft and robbery, 
by good education, improved morals, and en- 
couragement to induftry. But furely the iix 
millions, which are to be thrown away on the 
new Malta bufinefs, might have been much 
better employed in the ereftion of fchools, and 
houfes of induflxy, for the purpofe of faving 
and refornjing fp many thoufands of men.— »■ 
And are not the fumptuous opera houfes, the 
expcnfive coUedUons of curiofities, the palaces, 
gardens, and innumerable fwarms of glittering 
ferv^ts^ a reproach to the court ? and do they not 
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Ihew that the property of the fubjefts is in ba4 
hands ? 

The ecclefiaftics of this place, are much di- 
vided at prefent. The fame parties obtain here, 
which, by their heat and virulence to each other, 
drew fo much notice in France. The ex-jefuits, 
with their adherents, are fupported by the elec- 
tor's confeflTor, who is one of their number; 
and at the head of the Benediftines are fome 
very rich prelates, who make their way into the 
cabinet with gold, by means of mercenary fer- 
vants, and ladies of the court. Some of them, 
if I am not miftaken, are members of the ef- 
tates of the country ; but this gives them but 
little weight with a prince fo jealous of his au^ 
riiority, that he has hitherto delayed taking the 
prefcribed oaths in the affemblies of the ftates. 
However, it is believed that they will get the bet- 
ter of thejefuits, as gold is all powerful here. 
What the country will gain or lofe by this I 
know not. The Benediftines are like other 
monks, though not fo opinionated and impla- 
cable as their enemies the jefuits. 

The intolerance of the jefuits, who have 
now for a long time governed the eleftor, has 
been very prejudicial to the Palatinate. The 
proteftants make at leaft one half of the inhab'i- 
;^nts of this country, and have many treaties of 

p^ace^ 
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peace, and public ftipulations granted for their 
fecurity. In every ftate they make the beft of 
citizens ; as their religions doftrines are con- 
fonant to the ibundeft politics, and their prieft- 
hood is never at variance with the civil power. 
Notwithft^iding this, they are expofed to every 
fpecies of oppreffion, and the court feems to 
make a merit of rooting out this moft valuable 
part of its fubjeds ; whom, being blinded by the 
felfe argumeats of the priefts, it confiders as 
weeds in the ftate garden. The hypocrites dif- 
guife their perfecuting fpirit under the appear- 
ance of political zeal, ai^d endeavour to per- 
fuade the prince, that unity of religion is as 
effential to every ftate, as unity of Sovereignty. 
In a proclamation for the fuppreffion of a fmall, 
byt very elegant poem againft intolerance, I 
met with thefe words : ' The author is defirous 

* of introducing into catholic Bavaria, ^ mix- 

* ture of jrcligions very dangerous to the ftate.* 
But let the court contemplate, or rather, I (hould 
fay, would it had eyes to fee how many falutary 
confequences this mixture of religions has had 
in Holland, and how great the difference is be- 
tween catholic Bavaria, and the country in which 
there are about thirty different fedls. 

It was the fame affeftation of political zeal, 
that made the jefuits in France ufe fuch 
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ftrong efforts to get the edid of Nantes revoked. 
They accuftomed Lewis XIV. from his child- 
hood to confider the reformed church as the fe- 
crct enemy of the crown and the ftate, and 
falfely. charged on its peaceable fubjeds that 
fpirit of perfecution, which they themfelves 
^lone poflefled. Our court has now difcovered, 
that the jcfuits were greater enemies to France 
than the reformed church ; but at a time when 
ve fo loudly proclaim our errors^ when the re- 
formed church hopes to recover its loft free- 
dom of religion^ when a Necker in office proves 
to all mankind how much jefuitifm is abhor- 
red ; here they continue to exclude Proteftants 
from even the loweft offices in the ftate, and 
ufc every artifice to opprefs them. 

Nature always revenges her injured rights. 
The perfecuted heretics leave the Palatinate to 
cultivate the North American defert, and the 
greater part of Bavaria remains-a defert. 


LET- 
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LETTER X/ 

Muoidu 

A Few days ago I had a very long and 
agreeable converiation with one of the 
few enKghtencd patriots, who here mourn in fecret 
the fate of their country. We happened to fpedc ' 
of the emperor Cbarks VIL and the well known - 
Bavarian war. I was obliged to allow that our * 
minifters of that time had behaved very (hamefuUy 
to. this court, and that the war would have turned 
out greatly to the advantage of Bavaria, if we 
had dealt more honourably by it. My friend 
was loud in his lamentations, and repeatedly 
mentioned how our army had ftood by and feen 
the Bavarian troops attacked without ftirring a 
man to their affiftance ; how the fubfidy money 
was not paid ; how our minifter, by dint of 
great promifes, which he never performed, pro- 
longed the war to the ruin of Bavaria; with 
what violence our commanders had behaved on 
Bavarian ground, and (o forth. All this I was 
forced to acknowledge ; for I recolleded what the 
PrufSan minifter at this court had faid to ours, 
when the latter would have exculpated himfelf, 
bjr faying that his mailers were fools. ' Das 
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^Jind Keine Dumm Kopfei das find Jhurken (jfie 
^ ne/ontpas des/ots -, cefont des Coquins.y With 
this converfation on my mind, I could make no 
reply direft ; but I had likewife heard from fome 
d[ our old officers, who had ferved in the war, 
and were intimately acquainted with the fitua- 
tion of this court, that its miniilers were (till 
greater fools and rogues than ours; that the 
emperor himfelf* was more taken up with his 
rpfary, his hounds, his priefts, and miflrefles, 
(by whom he left about forty children) than 
with the concerns of the country ; that his fer- 
vants were more ftudious to gratify his humours 
and paffions, than to promote the good of the 
nation. A flxiking evidence of this was given 
by a certain count, who procured his own niece 
for him, and by the influence he thus gained 
over him, fruflxated every good counfel of the 
true friends to the emperor, I knew alfp that 
our minifter could not find a fingle man here 
fufficiently acquainted with public bufinefs to be 
employed in negotiations: that the fubfidy 
money, which at firft was regularly fent from 
Verfailles, was expended in ufelefs purpofes: 
that the ftipulated for number of Bavarian troops 
was not completed, and that half the money was 
pocketed by the officers and pay matters. I 
knew that the emperor, notwithftanding his em^ 
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barraffed circumftances, could not bring himfelf 
to demand contributions from the rich cloyfters, 
much lefs by crufhing them, and taking poffef- 
fion of fome neighbouring church principalities, 
to recruit the ftate of his finances, and give more 
fecurity to his tottering throne. * 

Upon this ftatement of the cafe, my good 
friend was obliged to allow, that if things did 
not turn out as they ought to have done, the 
greateft part of the blame was owing to Bavaria. 

Since that time the court has been under the 
influence of a damon with a capuchin, which 
has perplexed its politics, robbed its treafury, 
and put fools and traitors at the head of its affairs. 
Whilft fome of the leffer potentates of Germany 
have been able to raife themfelves to a moft re- 
fpeftable greamefs, notwithftanding the almoft 
infuperable obftacles they have had to ftrugglc 
with, this old and mighty houfe has been forced 
to behold the wide boundaries of its poffeffions 
inceffantly contradting, notwithftanding the vari- 
ous favourable circumftances that have concur- 
red to elevate it, if it would have liftened to the 
diftates of found policy. When the eledlor pa- 
latine was chofen king of Bohemia, who would 
have thought that his own coufin, the duke of 

* In the laft of which he certunly a^d juftly. 
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Bavaria, would have been the perfon ta diftrefi 
hixn mod, and to increafe the already danger- 
ous power of Auftria, at the expcnce of hi^ own 
family ? Had it not been for this, Bdiemia 
•C^^ould have been now under the fame govern- 
ment as Bavaria and the Palatinate, and the pre- 
fent eledor, a great king.— At the peace of 
Wefliphalia, the members of the proteftant league 
indemnified themfelves for the heavy expcnces 
of the Swedifh war, by putting tlicinfelves in 
poffeflion of the neighbouring church principa- 
lities ; but Bavaria, which had fought to the lafl 
drop of blood for the Pope and the houfe of 
Auftria, thought itfclf abundantly paid with 
the eleftorate and the tipper Palatin^e (which 
it could only obtain by failure of another 
branch of its own family), and let flip the beft 
oppodtunity of poffcfBng itfetf of the biflioprick 
of Saltfburg, with which it has fo much wrang- 
ling at prefent, the bifhoprick of Friefingen, 
which lies in its very bofom, and many other 
adjacent bilhopricks ; fo conftantly has it ftrove 
againft its own proper interefts, from die im-e 
preflion of falfe religious tenets. * 

Thefe wars, which we may fay it has waged 

* Surely not falfe religious opinions, if thefe coun^ 
tries were only to be obtained by fraud and violenfer 
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^inft ixfelf; that on account of the Spanifli fuc^ 
ceffion ; and laflly, that of the emperor Charles 
VII. have given great wounds to this houfe, 
wounds which, however, it might have cured, 
had not religious prejudices and caprice ren- 
dered it blind, and infenfible to its own internal 
fituation. But now they rankle, and prefent an 
obferver with the difgufting fpedtacle of a deeply 
confumptiye body politic. 

It was thought that the laft eleftor had paid 
the gi'eateft part of the national debts ; but on 
the acceiikm of the prefent prince, thefe expec- 
tations were found very erroneous. Some in- 
deed of the oldef): incumbrances have been paid 
off; but on the other hand, feveral new loans 
have been made. This eleftor was, indeed, 
quite unequal to the management of his own 
finances, which he left entirely to the difpofal 
of his fervants, contenting himfelf if his expen- 
five hunting matches could be defrayed; and 
the prefent court feems to be as little inclined to 
limit the enormous expence of the opera-houfe, 
fOT the fake of paying its debts, which may now 
amount to near twenty-five millions of florins, 
or 250,0001. 

As I ftrolled through the country, I (hud- 
dered at the fight of the ravages which war had 
made. There is no town of any importance in- 

1 all 
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all Bavaria, except the capital. You would 
never imagine what pitifiil little holes, Landf- 
berg, Wafferbing, Landlhut, and many other 
places, which make a great figure on the map, 
are. To all appearance neither Ingoldftadt, nor 
Straubingen, nor any of the greater towns, ex- 
cept Munich, contain above four thoufand fouls- 
Nor are there more than forty of thefe towns ; 
whereas Saxony, which is no larger than Ba- 
varia, contains above two hundred and twenty, 
if the accounts in print are to be depended 
upon. But indeed the want of population in 
thefe parts is very remarkable, as well as the 
reitiains of thofe vices which armies generally 
leave behind them. Excepting the brewer, 
baker, and innkeeper, you may feek in vain 
for a rich tradefman. There is not a veftige of 
induftry either in town or country, but every 
body feems to confider idlenefs and beggary as 
the happieft ftate of man. 

As what Bavaria loft at the peace of Tefch- 
ner, was nearly made up by the junftion of 
the principalities of Neuburg and Sulzbach; 
we may reckon with the Palatinate, it con- 
tains as much ground as Suabia; that is, about 
feven hundred and twenty-nine fquare miles. 
Now, in the Suabian circle, there are at 
Icaft one million fix hundred thoufand people; 
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whereas Bavaria, by a late calculation, has not 
above one million one hundred and eighty 
thoufand. 

The fouthem part of this country is very 
mountainous, but not fo unfit for agriculture as 
geographers commonly report it to be. In 
many of the vallies of thefe vaft mountains, the 
foil is excellent ; and in one corner of them I 
found an ingenious and induftrious hufband- 
man, the only charaAer of the kind I could 
meet with in the whole country, who gathered 
what he had fown fix teen fold. The part 
which extends from the capital to the Danube 
and the Inn, is the beft arable land throughout 
the country, and is interfedted by feveral well 
wooded hills. The Upper Palatinate, toge- 
ther with that part of the dukedom of Bavaria 
which lies beyond the Danube, confifts almoft 
intirely of mountains. Thefe rife gradually 
from the Danube to Fichtelberg and the Bo- 
hemian ridge of mountains, but are fit for every 
kind of agriculture. 

A confiderable part of this, by nature fo highly 
favoured country, has lain wafte fince the wars. 
There are many large trafts which the inhabi- 
tants call molTes, but which are not fo fenny 
and fpungy as the turf and moor grounds of 
Holland and other countries. In many of them 
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you may perceive traces of the old furrows^ 
and there are proofs fufficient that they have 
been cultivated, and might be eaQly cultivated 
again. Another part of Bavaria is ftill covered 
with a luxuriant dark wood, and a third part 
lies conftantly fallow widiout neceffity. Uppn 
the whole, it is more than probable, thait hardly 
one half of the country is cultivated as it ought 
to be* 

The country people, or farmers, are divided 
into four claffes ; into whole, half, and quarter 
farmers, and into thofe called haufier. The 
whole farmers plough with eight horfes^ and 
are termed einfiedUr ; that is, hermits, becaufe 
their farm-houfes are at a diftance from any vil- 
lage. Many of thefe farm-houfes command a 
territorj^ of three miles in length and breadth^ 
and the owners employ from twelve to fifteen 
horfes in their tillage (reckoning two horfes 
to every plough, which in fome places is cer- 
tainly too much, but in others alfoitis too little). 
Of fuch farmers there may be about forty thou* 
fand. A half farmer ploughs with four,* and 
a quarter farme,r with two horfes. The haufler 
are day labourers to the reft, and till their bits 
of property with cattle belonging to others. 

We are not to infer the extent of every 
farmer's pofleffions from the number of his 

ploughs^ 
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ploughsi The beft fields lie fillow four, fii, di: 
hidre years Juft as the eftablilhed oiftom iliay be, 
6t the convenience or caprice df the Owners ma;^ , 
difefl, A$ the farmers have nd idea of meadoW 
land,- ot dfftjullfood for qattle, they exeufe them- 
felves fat this flight kind bf hufbandfy, by 
pleading the want of manure.-*^The worthy 
friend with whom I had fo many difputeis about 
the Bavarian war, defended the praftice of his 
covintrymen with great warmth. He conten^^ed; 
that the agriculture could not poffibly be better 
than it was, becaufe the internal confiamption 
and the price of grain were too low, an inconve- 
nience, fays he, which is remedilefs ; for expor- 
tation is impoflible, on account of the want of na- 
vigable rivers ; nor is it poffible that the internal 
confumption (hould well be increafed by manu- 
factures, becaufe the rivers of Bavaria all run- 
ning to Auftria, it will be impolEble for us to' 
vie with that country, let us do what we wilL 
This furely was mere fophiftical reafoning, ufed" 
to difguife the inactivity and indolence of his 
countrymen. It would be hard indeed, if navi- 
gable rivers were indifpenfably neceflary for the 
increafe of manufactures • The greateft part of 
the Swifs manufactures are carried on the axle- 
tree ; for what is exiported by the Rhine, bears 
do comparifon with mahy commodides which 
vox. I. H arc 
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are exported over land to Francfort, Leipfig^ 
&c. and to all the north, and to France and 
Italy. But Bavaria fhould not yet think of any 
foreign commerce, as the rules of prudence re- 
quire that the minifters fliould fee what is to be 
faved, before they confider what is to be gained. 
Whatever is faved is gain, and the fecureft gain. 
How much gold does this country annually fend 
away for cloth, fluffs, linen, flax, and rape 
feed, oil, tobacco, leather, and a variety of 
other articles, the materials for furnifhing of 
which, it has within itfelf. 

But both court and people appear to be 
flruck blind to their true intereft. You know 
that for many years paft, there has been a great 
outcry through Germany, and very properly, 
for population, manufaftures, and induflry. It 
reached the ears of this court, who immediately, 
as was natural, began to imitate what was going 
forward. But without confulting nature for her 
advice, without inquiring what produftions of 
art would prove of mod general ufe, and ferve 
the mofl to keep the gold in the country, it 
thought only of thofe which would make the 
greateft fhew, and ftood high in the lift of luxu- 
ries. Woyld you think it ? in this unfpeakable 
want of many neceffaries, they applied them- 
felves to manufadlure porcelain, which could 

only 
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only be managed by artificial means, of which 
the moft honourable was a fmall lottery. They 
dftabliftied manufaftures of tapeftry, rich ftufFs^ 
and filks. They faved> indeed, by this ma- 
noeuvre, the money exported to purchafe the 
priefts robes and ladies Gala drefles, but the 
citizens and peafants were obliged to wear 
foreign clothes; 

One need only obferve wh^t goes forward 
here at the- cuftom houfe, to be convinced 
that the principles of taxation are not underftood 
as they (hould be. When Auftria determined, 
to fettle the cuftom-houfe duties according to 
the rules of prudent policy, the officers of 
finance here faw nothing in it but a mode of in- 
creafing the revenue; they therefore imitated 
the Auftrian fyftem, but did not confider that 
taxes on the importation of foreign wares are 
intended to operate as penalties, the redudlion 
of which muft be as agreeable to a wife govern- 
ment, as the diminution of the revenue of fines 
levied by courts of juftice. The Auflrian duties 
are connedled with a, great plan* They are in- 
tended to reduce th^ import of foreign wares, 
as much as poffible, by increafing internal in- 
duftry, and to Itfkn the conliimption of fuch 
foreign luxuries as are needlefs, by increafing 
the price of them. But inftead of ufing the 

H 2 cuftom* 
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cuftom-hqufe bool^s as Aufliia do^s, as mdica* 
tions of what m^nufa(flur?s are to b.^ encou- 
raged^ tha.t the money; paid for them niuy be 
kept in the country, the fins^nciers of Qavari^^ 
confider them as fo many fources of pqfitiy^ re- 
venue, which arc rathei: to be increa^ than 
Icffened- 

I ftiould not have troubled you (b lo^g with 
thefe particulars of the ftate ceconomy, if I had 
not thought myfelf in fome meafure obliged to 
Ihew you in detail, that here they know nothing 
of the matter. 
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LETTER XL 

Munich* 

APidture of the. Bavarian ehara<Ster and man- 
? ners by Hogarth, would be.extremiely in- 
terefting. Great fingularity of eh^after is o&ea 
to be met with in England ; but what Bavaria 
offers exceeds any thing to be. feen eliewhere. 
You know I am no- painter; fo if I endeavour 
to point out to you the peculiarities of Bavaria. 
in the abftradt, my defcriptions will have none 
of that life and expreilion which diitingiiiih 

2 Hog^th's 
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Hogarth's groups, or Shakefpcarc's fcencs. 
Howetcr I \Vill do my cndeavoaar. 

To proceed methodkaJly — ^fof you cai>in(iC 
conceive what a method flicks to me in ^It I dd; 
fince I have breathed the air of Germany — I 
fliall anatomize the body of the Bavarian, be -; 
fore I proceed to the anaiyfis of his mind. In 
general the B^variaa is flout bodied, mufcular, 
and flefhy. There are, however, fome flender 
people among them who may pafs for hand- 
fome. They are fomething lefe rofy cheeked 
than' the Siaahians, a difference probably arifing 
from their drinJking beer inftead of wine, as the 
others do. • 

The charaderiftic of a Bavarian is a very 
round head, a little peaked chin, a large belly, 
:^id a pale complexion. Many of them look 
Jike caricatures of man. They have ^?eat fat 
bellies, fliort clubbed feet, narrow fhouldcrs, a 
thick round head, and (hort necks. They are 
heavy and aukward in their carriage, and their 
finall eyes betray a great deal of roguery. The 
women, in general, are fome of the moft beau- 
tiful creatures in the world. They are indeed 
fomethbg^ gtoCsy but their ikin furpafles all the 
carnation ever ufed by painters ; the pureft lily 
white i$ foftjy tinged With purple, as if by the 
hands of the graces. I' faw fome peafant girls 
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with fuch clear complexions, that they appeared 
quite tranfparent. They are well fliaped, and 
more lively and gracehil in their geftures than 
the men. 

In the capital they drefs in the French ftyle, 
or at leaft imagine that they do fo, for the men 
^re ftill too fond of gold and mixed colours. 
The country people drefs without any tafte at 
all. The chief ornament of the men is a long, 
broad waiftcoat, ftrangely embroidered, from 
which their breeches hang very low and loole, 
probably to give free play to their bellies, which 
is the chief part of a Bavarian. The women 
difguife themfelves with a fort of ftays in the 
fliape of a funnel, which cover the breaft and 
fhoulders, fo as to hide the whole neck. This 
ftiffdrefs is covered with fdver beads, and thickly 
overlaid with filver chains. In many places the 
houfewife has a bunch of keys, and a knife ap- 
pendant to 4 girdle, which re^ch almoft to the 
grou^dt 

. As to the characters and manners of the Ba- 
varians, the inhabitants of the capital naturally 
differ very n^uch from the country people. The 
character of the inhabitants of Munich is a riddle 
to me, aad would remain fo. if I were to ftay 
here many years. I believe, indeed, that it 
may be truly faid, that they have no character 
at ^U Their manners ^re corrupt, as muft be 
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the cafe with forty thoufand men who depend 
intirely on a court, and for the moft part go 
idle at its expence. 

Amongft the great nobles you meet here, as 
well as elfewhere, with very well bred, and 
petite people ; but the people, taking the word 
in its full extent, are in an eminent degree 
deftitute of any fenfe of honour, without educa- 
tion, without any aftivity for the date, attach- 
ment to the country, or generous feeling what- 
ever. The fortunes of this place are from 1 500 to 
, three or four thoufand pounds per annum , but the 
pofleflbrs know no other ufe of their money, 
than to fpend it in fenfital gratifications. Many 
good houfes have been intirely ruined by play. 
The faftiionable game at the court was formerly 
called zwicken, or pinch ; but fince Hombefch, 
the minifter of finance, has pinched their fala- 
ries fo confoundedly, they call it Hombefch^ 
Many of the court ladies know of no other 
employment than playing with their parrots, 
their dogs, or their cats. One of the principal 
ladies whom I am acquainted with, keeps a hall 
full of cats, and two or three maids to attend 
them : (he converfes half the day long with 
them, often ferves them herfelf with coffee and 
fugar, and drelTes them according to her fancy 
differently every day. 
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The fin^ll noblps, and ferv^nts of the court, 
](i^ve 4 pitiable p^ffioji for titles. Before th^ 
prefent eleftor came here, t^ie place fw^rme4 
with excellencies, honourable, and right honour-r 
^ble. A5 this was not the cuftom at R^anheim, 
an order was made to afcertain the different 
^anks of noblefle, Jfil thofe whom it deprived 
of excellency, hpnom^able, &c, and particularly, 
(would you think it ?) the women, werefunl^ n^ 
defpair, and for the firft time, consiglajnts were 
made of tyranny, of which none before feemed 
to have any concep^on^ 

The remainder of the inlaabitants are im- 
;perfed i^ the moft fcandalous debauch, ^very. 

jiight the flreets re-echo with the Roife of drunk-; 

' * 

ards iffuing from the numerous^ayerns where 
they have been revelling and. dancing. Who- 
ever is at all noble here muft keep his miftrefs; 
the reft indulge in promifcuQUS. love. Inthi§ 
refpeft things are not much betper in the country, 

Bavaria, indeed, well deferves the charader 
given it by ai^ officer of Gafcony, of l^eing 
the greateft brothel in the >vorld. 

The country people are extremely dirty. A 
few miles diftant from tl^e capital, one would 
hardly take the hovels of the pe^fants for 
the habitations of men. Many of them have 
large puddles before the doprs of their hpufes^^ 

and 
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iin4 ^x§ obliged tQ ft^p Qve?: planks into 
fhem. The thatchccj, roofe <rf the countrjp 
people^ in many paits of Funcc, have a mncH 
better- appearance^ tha^ the auferable hiJts of 
the Bavarian p^afants; the rooS of which are 
covered with, ftones, in order chat the llates may 
not be carried away by the wind. Mean as this 
looks^ cheap ^s nails are in the covmtry, and often 
as half the roofs are torn away by flarong windsy 
yet cannot the rich farmer b^ perfuaded to ^ail his: 
fliingles properly together. In fliort, frcwn the 
(Qurt to the fmalleft cottage^ indolence is the 
moft predominant pai?t of th? charader of the; 
Bavarian. 

This great indolence is contr^ed^ in an ex- 
tfaordinary manner, with a ftill higher degree 
of bigotry.-T-rl happened to ftroll into a dark, 
blacfe country beer-houfe,^ filled with clouds of 
tobacco, and on entering was almoft fhinned 
with the noife of the drinkers. By degrees, 
however, rny eyes penetrated through the thick, 
vapours, when I difcovered the prieft of the 
place in the middle qf fifteen or twenty drunken 
fellows. His black coat was jxift as much be- 
daubed as the frocks of his flock, and like the 
reft of them, he had cards in his left hand, 
which he Ibiick fo forcibly on the dirty table, 
that the whole chamber trenible^? At firft, I was 

fhocked 
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fliocked at the violent abufe they gave each 
other, and thought they were quarrelling ; but 
foon found that all the blackguard appellations 
which {hocked me, were only modes of friendly 
falutation among them. Every one of them 
had now drank his fix or eight pots of beer, 
and they defired the landlord to give each a 
dram of brandy^ by way, they faid, of locking 
the ftomach. But now their good humour de- 
parted, and 1 prefently faw, in all their looks 
and geftures, the moft ferious preparation for a 
fray. This at length broke out. At firft the 
prieft took vain pains to fupprefs it. He fwore 
and roared at laft as much as the reft. Now one 
leized a pot and threw it at his adverfary's head, 
another clenched his fift, a third pulled the legs 
from a ftool to knock his enemy on the head. 
Every thing, in Ihort, feemed to fpeak blood and 
death; when on the ringing of the bell for evening 

prayer, ^ Ave Maria, ye -: ^V cried the 

prieft, and down dropped their arms, they pul- 
led off their bonnets, folded their hands, and 
repeated their Ave Marias. It put me in mind 
of the adventure in Don Quixote, where peace 
is fuddenly reftored in the great fray, on account 
of the helmet qf Mambrino, and the afs's collar, 
by the recoUedion of what paffed in the Agra- 
mantinexamp. .As foon, however, as prayers 

• were 
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were over, they were all feized again with their 
former fiiry, which was the more violent from 
the momentary interruption it had met with. 
Pots and glaffes began to fly. I obferved the 
curate creep under the table for fecurity, and I 
withdrew into the landlord's bedchamber. 

The fame fcenes occur in the inland towns 
among the citizens, officers, clergymen, and 
ftudents. They all falute each other with abur 
five language; all vie in hard drinking; and 
clofe to every church, which are fcarce lefs 
than 28,700, there is regularly a beer-houfe 
and a brothel. A ftudent at the univerfity of 
Ingoldftadt muft carry a thick cudgel, and wear 
a neat cut hat : he muft be able to drink fronx 
eight to ten quarts of beer at a fitting, and be 
always ready to fight, right or wrong, with the 
officers of the garrifon that is quartered there. 
You may fuppofe that this does not tend to raife 
the reputation of the univerfity, which is, in- 
deed, but thinly vifited, though the profeflR)rs 
are able m^n, and do their duty, although a 
proclamation came out fome years fince, to for- 
bid any Bavarian firom ftudying out of the 
country. 

No pen can defcribe the ridiculous mixtures 
of debauchery and devotion which every day 
happen. The moft notorious is that which took 

place 
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place in the church of Su Mary, Oetdngen, i 
few years fince^ when d. prieft adually deflowered 
a ^cl vhom he had long purfaed^ and could 
only snake a prize of there before the ahar oi 
the Virgin, 

The country ^ people join to their indolencf 
and dievoddn a certain ferocity of temper, which 
oftai grvcs rife to Woody fccnes. When they 
n«an to praife a choixidv holidiay, or iome pu}i>iic 
fcfldvai which has lately been kept, they fay, — '• 
fuch a one W2» a charmmg afiair ; t^ere were 
fix or ci^t people killed or made crippltfr at it. 
If nothing of this kind has beendone> it is called 
a: mere nothing, a fiddie-feddle bufinefs* In 
thelaft century ,. and the beginning 6f this, the' 
Bavarian troops maintained the iirft reputation 
among tlie German fences. At the batrie of 
Hockfltedt, they kept their ground and ima- 
gined diemfelvcs viftors, rill^ thcr ele<3:or -vrtio 
led them was informed that the French had 
given way in the other wing. Under Tilly and 
Mercy they likewife did Wonders; but fince 
the time of thefe generals, military difciplinc 
has fo far relaxed amongft tliem, that they are 
no longer foldiers. Indeed no people can Ihew 
more abhorrcoce to every thing which is called 
difcipline" and ottier, than! the Bavarians do* 
Xhey might, however, ftill be ufeful as free- 
booters. 
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booters, whofe rpbberks and all irregularities 
are n;xpre par4oaa,hle than thofe of regular troops* 
There a,re band$ of robbers aboijt, which are 
one thouiand men (bong^ aad wouJd undoubc* 
cdjy make good rgtvaging parties in time of war. 
There have been infUnces of their fighting 
againft the military, under bold leaders, to the 
very 1^ man. But the pocked peafant conHders 
it as a hardship to be dra&ed into the regular 
troops of his prince. 

The inhabitants of the capital, on the other 
hand, ^e the m^oft weak, timid, and fubfervient 
peqple in the world. They h^ve no quickneis of 
parts at ajl, and you will feek in vain in the towa 
for th^t lib^y, which fometimes indeed degene* 
rates into<?q^enefs of nian^ers, but is ftill the mofl: 
ag[^eeal)lp traiii in the charafterof the country peo- 
ple. Under the laft government, while the peo- 
ple of Munich were crouching under a defpotic 
nainifter, and only ventured to murmur in fecret, 
thP: cpi^aitry people difcovered their difcontent 
with; a freedom which threatened dangerous con- 
/eqiicnces. At the fame time, an unbounded 
and inexpreifible love for their prince prevailed 
on them; to pull down the inclofures of their 
fields at the command of the mafter of the 
hounds, in- order tliat the game might pafture 
there.. They fpake with raptures of the ami- 
able 
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able qualities of their lord ; indeed they did not 
pafs over his faults, but tried to excufe him for 
them, and loaded his fervants, without referve, 
with their heavieft curfes, and thus gave every 
ftranger a juft idea of the court, while the 
inhabitants of the town, in the dedicatory 
addreffes of books and poems, extolled the 
tyrants of the land to heaven. The country peo-^ 
pie judge as impartially of the prefent govern- 
ment. I ftiould not, however, have obtained 
any account of the prince or his fervants, if I 
had not got acquainted with fome foreign artifts 
belonging to the court, who were more in- 
terefted in the date of them both than the na* 
tives, who are infatuated with their beer pots. 
Every flioe-black in Paris knows all the great 
people of the court, pries into their private life 
as well as their politics, and condemns or ap- 
proves at difcretion; but here you meet with 
many court-counfeliors and fecretaries, who 
know nothing of the great people, except their 
names. To conclude, the unadulterated Bava- 
rian peafant is gruff, fat, dirty, lazy, drunken, 
and undifciplined ; but he is brave, oeconomical, 
patriotic, and fuch a flave to his word, that when 
it has once been given it is never broke. As to 
his hatred of regular difcipline, it is partly ow- 
ing to the difcouragement thrown upon the mi- 
litary 
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litary way of life by the clergy, and partly to 
there being no provifion for difabled foldiers. 
Something too arifes from the prince's not being 
military; for in the year 1778, when the im- 
perial troops were recruiting at Straubingen, 
and carried about with them a pidture of the 
emperor in his uniform, many of the natives 
immediately enUfted on hearing that the em- 
peror was a foldier. 


LETTER XIL 

Munich. 

YO U are extremely right in thinking that 
this court would be of great confequence, 
if it knew how to make ufe of its powers. It is 
able to meafure fwords with the king of Den- 
mark, and Sweden is not much fuperior to it in 
force ; for if we take from the fum total of the 
fubjedls of this northern potentate's power, the 
Laplanders, and the reft of its almoft intirely 
unferviceable people, what remains will fcarce 
exceed the population of this territory. Bavaria 
has 1,180,000; the Palatinate on the Rhine 
220,000; and the dukedoms of Julich and 
Berg about 260,000 men. The total number 

therefore 
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therefore of the (iibjeds of this courts attidtntts 
to about 1,720,000. I ktiow tliat in fome ftat€ 
papers they are reckoned at Iktle tiiotc thafi 
1 ,400,000, but certainly the ftibjafts who \vr6 
in Wcftphalia are ftdt ilicluded iA this cal- 
culation. 

There is likewife a great differ eiice abotit thS 
income of the court. The very induftrious^ 
and in general the very accurate Mr. Bufchmg, 
tells us, in the laft edition of his excellent work, 
that he is informed from good authority, that 
the income of Bavaria amounts to eight millions 
of Rhenifh florins, or 800,000 1. and this agrees 
with the calculation commonly made here. I 
told you, however, in my laft, that very few 
people here are acquainted with the ftate of the 
court, and that they are induced, by a ridi- 
culous vanity, to make more of things than 
they are. Some,, who ought to have been in the 
lecret, would have perfuaded me, that the court 
had from twelve to fixteen hundred thoufand 
pounds yearly income. I faw it was impofliblc 
to get at the truth, otherwile tiian by inquiring 
particularly at the proper offices into the ftate of 
finances ; at laft, after long fearch, I made out, 
with tolerable certainty, that the aggregate income 
from the taxes, cuftoms, excife, forefts, mines, &c. 
hardly amounted to five hundred dioufand pounds,. 

In 
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this eftimate, one of the moft confiderable arti- 
cles, the trade with the Saltzburg and Riechen-' \ 
haller fait, is not included. This'is reckoned 
by fome at two millions, but it is moft highly 
probable that it does not produce more than 
one. We may therefore moft fafely ftate the 
income of Bavaria at fix millions of florins, or 
600,000 1. The revenue of the Palatinate on 
the Rhine amounts to about 1,700,000 guilders, 
or 170,0001. and that of the countries in the* 
circle of Weftphalia to about 1,500,606, or 
150,0001. fo that on the whole, this court may 
have a revenue of nine millions of florins, or 
about 900,0001. You perceive by this ftate- 
ment, that the income from the lands on the 
Rhine amounts "to fomething more than the 
half of the revenues of Bavaria, notwithftand- 
ing that it does not contain one half as maiiy 
inhabitants as Bavaria; but this difference, as 
well as that which the profitable Bavarian fait 
occafions, is overbalanced by the better em- 
ployment of the abovementioned lands, by 
more diligent hufl^andry, by greater taxes, by 
more lively trade, and by more profitable du- 
ties of all kinds. 

If Bavaria were as well peopled and culti- 
YOL. I. I vated 
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vated in proportion to its extent as the coun- 
tries oq the Rhine conneded with it are, it 
wovild yield three or four millions of florins 
more. I have told you already, that it con- 
tains a fpace of fcven hundred and twenty-nine 
fquare miles. The Palatinate and the duke- 
doms of Julich and Berg, all together, hardly 
contain two hundred and forty fquare miles; 
but this fpace, which is not a third as large as 
Bavaria^ has half as many inhabitants in it^ and 
yields more than half as much revenue. 

This difference arifes, in a great - meafurc, 
from the great attention paid to monks in this 
country; an attention which muft neceffarily, 
prevent any increafe of population, any excefs 
of l^nowledge, any induftry, or a more improved 
cultivation to the country. There are two hun- 
dred cloifters in this country, and at leaft five 
thoufand monks. Many of thefe cloifters have 
incomes of three or four thoufand pounds a 
year; that of Niederalteich . has not lefs than 
1 0,000 1. per annum. Without exaggerating, one 
may rate the revenue of the cloifters, and other 
religious foundations of this country, at about 
two millions of florins, or 2oo,oool. which is a 
ijiird part of the whole income of the couQtry. 

The 


TRAVELS THROtJ.GH GERMANY. II5 

^he damage which the monks do the country 
is moft notorious. This appears with regard 
to the farmers called hermits, whofe children 
they are very afliduous to make monks of, 
becaufe they receive with every one of them, 
one, two, three, or more thoufknd florins. The 
confequence to the country is, that by this di- 
minution of the laborious part of the commu- 
nity, the property remains in too few hands> 
and the country is never above half cultivated. 
The country alfo lofes fomething by the fons of 
the other farmers who ar£ bred in convents; 
for the education given them unfits them for 
every profeffion, but thofe of idle authors of 
comedians. — The propenfity to idle life, to 
feafting, aild beggary, which reigns over all 
Bavaria, is countenanced and fandioned by the 
example of the fat priefts. The people envy 
them flxongly their blefled idlenefs. The jug- 
glery, the brotherlioods, church feafts, and cor- 
ner devotions of thefe holy quacks, employ thi 
attention of the multitude fo much, that the^ 
fpend the third part of their time amongft them. 
*— Intereft prompts them to keep the people in 
a fti^te of ftupidity, and therefore they are con-» 
fiantty in the field ready to oppofe, with almcrfl 

I ^ incon- 
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inconceivable fury, every thing which tends to 
improve and enlighten the underftanding. They 
alone are to be thanked for the (hocking wild- 
nefs of manner's which appears in Bavaria. 
Their cowls contain the eflence of Chriftianity 
and all morality. They preach nothing but 
mlffes, which are very profitable to them, the 
rofary, the fcapulaire and ridiculous mortification 
to the body, by which means fo many a block- 
head has got the name of a faint. The deceived 
countryman believes, that confeffion and a mafs, 
which cofts fifteen pence, will wipe away the 
fouleft fins, and confiders the telling his beads as 
his moft eflential duty. The fecular priefts are as 
few in number as the monks are many. Thefe 
ought naturally to form the manners of the 
country ; but they are held in much lefs vene- 
ration than the others, becaufe their drefs and 
appearance is not fo extraordinary. In Bavaria, 
however, they do not deferve more refpedt than 
the monks ; for the greater part of them differ 
from the peafants only by wearing black, hav- 
ing a more expenfive table, and a handfomer 
and better dreiTed houfe-keeper. In other 
things they are equally lazy, untutored, and 
ignorant. — Their parilhes are four miles in com- 

pafs. 
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pafs, and produce from four to 600 1. fer annum. 
What an advantage it would be to the country, 
if thefe livings were to be divided into five or 
fix fmaller ones, and filled with a better race of 
holy fhepherds ! At the fame time, the monks 
ftiould be prohibited from interpofing in the 
care of fouls, or what would be rather more 
advantageous, though not to be expefted under 
this government, they ftiould be extirpated al- 
together. 

If the eftates of the convents, which formerly 
belonged to the eledors, and were given away in 
melancholy moments, were to be reaffumed, and 
if all foreigners without exception were allowed 
a free exercife of their religion, the national debts 
would be very foon difcharged, and the country 
immediately put on quite a different appearance. 
But Charles Theodore is fo fer from being ca- 
pable of fuch exertions, and is fo little ac- 
quainted with his own interefl, and with that of 
his country, as to be founding a new convent 
in the Paladnate on the Rhine, and making a 
prefent of the wealth of the ex-jefuits (another 
fort of monks) to the knights of Malta. What 
ihall we fay of the private man, who is loaded 
with debts, and yet makes religious foundations? 
But here no reafoning will apply, 

I 3 ^ The 
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The overbearing greatnefs of many Bava^ 
riw farmers gave rife to fome confiderations in 
tny mind, which def^rve to be farther noticed, 
I divide the country people into three claffes ; 
ift. Into thofe whofe properties are too fmall to 
live by, and who muft ferve others to obtain 
their foil maintenance, adly. Into luch ^s caii 
depend on means fufficient from their own pro- 
perty. And 3dly. Into thofe who poffefs more 
than is neceflary for the convenient fupport of $( 
family, and who ate called tnore of tefs rich 
fanners. At firft fight it appears fair enough, 
that the land-tax fhould be equal for all, and 
that all ftiould pay in proportion to the ground 
they hold; but it is not fo ; on the contrary it is 
a great political error to make the peafant, who 
has not half fufficient to maintain his family, 
pay as much in proportion as he who has a full 
competency; for firft, it is a political axiom, 
that three or four middling citizens are more 
valuable to a flate thai^ one rich one, although 
his capital may much exceed that of the others; 
and fecondly, though an intirely equal partition 
pf pofleffions and gold in a ftate, were it pof- 
fible, would indeed be madnefs; ftill, under 
|he convlftion it is impoflible, every prudent 

2 ruler 
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niler will conduft his adminiftratioA as if it 
were not fo. The moft unhappy countries are 
thofe in which the greateft riches, and greateft 
poverty, are to be met with at the fame time. 
Such a date cannot fubfiil long : one part of 
the inhabitants muft be defpots, the other flaves. 
In the fermentation incidental to fuch a coun- 
try, perfoHs really free are either thrown out or 
deftroyed. — ^One over rich farmer gradually fwal* 
lows up all the poor in his circuits He lends 
money on the ground of the poor, feizes the 
occaiion of a barren year to purchafe cheap a 
little property of his neighbour, and when he 
is not reftrained by feelings of honour, has 
innumerable artifices to get pofleffion of any 
piece of ground which lies convenient for him. 
I faw with aftonifliment, in fome republican 
ftates, how fome rich farmers had found means 
to difpofTefs a whole community, and become 
tjie tyrants of the neighbourhood. In mo-» 
narchies the evil is not fo great ; but however, 
it is always fuificiently fo to require to be op- 
pofed with every nerve. 

Let us now compare the advantages which 
a rich farmer can draw from his lands, with the 
advantages refulting to a middling or a poor 

I 4 one. 
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one. The poor man muft fell his produce a^ 
quickly as poffible, and generally at a low 
price, becaufe his creditors are urgent. The 
middling one cannot keep the price up long, 
becaufe he is in danger of being obliged to 
borrow money, and of lofing by the intereft as 
much as he could gain by laying by. But thp 
rich one can fpeculate, and feldom bargains at 
the low price at which the others are obliged 
to fell the earnings of their fweat and toil. He 
buys grain from the low people rQund about, 
or he has previoufly advanced them the pric? 
of their crops ; they muft therefore let him have 
it at his own price, and then he raifes the price 
of grain in the market. By inundations, or 
hail ftorms, the fmall farmer has often not feed 
enough for the enfuing year. The piece of 
ground in courfe lies waft?, and when the rich 
man poffeffes it, he cultivates it with double 
and treble profit, and becomes, at the expencc 
of the poor and the ftate, richer and richer, till 
at laft, often to the grpat injury of population, 
a dozen fmall farms are (wallowed up by him ; 
the young gentleman, his fon, who is mean 
while at ftiidy, will not any longer continue in 
the country, but fixes himfclf in town, lets hi^ 

larids. 
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lands, and adds another infignificant idler to the 
ftate. 

Ought not, then, the rich farmer to contri- 
bute fomediing more to the ftate, in return for 
thofe advantages which he derives from having 
his property fo much better circumflanced than 
that of his neighbours ? 

I conceive it therefore highly juft, diat in the 
impofition of taxes, fome refpedt fliould be paid 
to the different kind and condition of farmers. 
The poor one fhould not pay fo much in pro- 
portion for a piece of ground as the middling 
one, nor the latter fo much as the rich one. On 
the contrary, the flate ftiould endeavour to re- 
lieve the poor one till he became as thriving as 
the middling one, and to prevent the laft from 
aggrandizing himfelf to the injury of popula- 
tion. I would alfo in my republic, which^ 
like unformed chaos, is yet floating in infinity 
of fpacc, fix fome middle point, and in the lay- 
ing of taxes, make the tax to correfpond with 
the degree in which the income of a fingle 
farmer falls ihort of, or exceeds this point. 
For example : — In my republic a thriving far- 
mer ftiould be one who poflefled land to the 
^mount of fix thoufand florins of property. 

Thus 
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Thus every one, who had under four dioufand 
florms of capital, ihould pay one per cent ; he 
who varied between four or five to fix thoufand 
dollars, two per cent ; he who poffefled more, 
three per cient; and whoever poffefled the 
double of fo much, fhould pay four per cent, for 
all that was above the middle point. Thus in 
purchafing a piece of ground the poor would 
have a juft advantage over the middling farmor, 
and the middling one over the rich. It is true^ 
my ofiicers would have occaflon for more arith- 
metic, and it would be neceflary to run a little 
tnore up and down ; — but leave me to take card 
of that, when I have once got my ftate upon a 
fure ground and eftablifhment. 

To return now to our * Bavaria, you can very 
eafily and clearly imagine to yourfclf how far it 
k from being what it might be made. If the 


* The maity ptd}6^ which the author has formed for Ba- 
▼arta, gave him a right to call t;he one made by him Jlfis Ba- 
varia. Ill the year 1740 an Auflrian general made frequent 
\ife of the expreffion, Notre Saviere* A French officer, 
who was treating wiA hiiti for an exchange of prifoncrs, 
heard him a long tiitic, and at laft f^, * M&njkury n^usofoons 

* une chanfon dont U refrein eft : ^anJ/ai hien hf teute 

* la tdtre eji a mot,* 

debts 
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debts were paid off, the number of fubjefts and 
quantity of income would enable the eleftor to 
keep a {landing army of forty or fifty thoufand 
men, and could, as things now are, if thefe parts 
of his pofleflions were as well cultivated as the 
country on the Rhine, increafe them to fixty 
thoufand, and command high refped from his 
mightieft neighbours. When his fucceffor comes 
to the government, the refources will ftill be 
granted by the acceffion of the dutchy of Deux- 
Ponts, and poffibly alfo the (late ceconomy will 
te better* 


LET. 
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LETTER XIIL 


Saltzburg, 

TH E way from Munich here is very dull. 
• It lies through a vaft plain, only here 
and there broken by gende elevations. The 
many dark woods, the miferable and thin fcat- 
tered pcafantry, the want of towns, and the con- 
tinual dread of robbers, make one haften out 
of Bavaria as quickly as poffible. For feven- 
teen long German miles there is no place of 
note, but the dark Wafferburg, which (lands 
on one of the barren fand-hills, through which 
the river Inn winds. 

When you come to the frontiers of Saltzbiirg 
things mend. The profpefts are more varied, 
the habitations of the peafants • appear neater, 
and the cultivation of the country improves. 
About half a mile from this town there is one of 

the 
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the prettieft profpefts I have ever met with. 
Conceive to yourfelf a vaft amphitheatre ; the 
back ground of the pifture is occupied by high 
rocks lifting up their heads to heaven. Some of 
them, which are rather on the fide, are in the 
Ihape of pyramids* Thefe vaft maffes terminate 
by degrees in wooded mountains to the back, and 
in beautiful and ailtivated hills to the fide of 
the profpcd. Precifely in the midft of this 
fcene flands the town, which is commanded by 
the caiUe flanding on a high rock. The river 
Saltz gives the mixed landfcapes ftill more life. 
Here. and there it fpreads itfelf out, and its 
banks in many places are (haded with deep 
hanging woods. 

The country about this town forms a ftriking 
contrail with the barren, defolate wilds of Mu- 
nich. It is indeed very ftriking, and exhibits 
a matchlefs and admirable union of nature and 
art. The flream divides itfelf into two unequal 
parts. To the weflward, where die greateft 
part of the town lies, there rifes on the wide 
plain a high, round, fteep and hard rock, which 
has the caftie as a crown on it. The river 
winds along by the foot of this rock, and at a 
fmall difl:ance from it, there rifes a mountain 

of 
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of (oft ftone-dtf^ly perpendicular oq both 
fidesj aad about one hundred fe^ high. Upon 
this natural wall^ which is much higher than the. 
higheft houle of the town, there grows a thick 
wood in the midfl of which su-e feveral planta- 
tions. Through the part of the wall where it k 
only fixty feet broad, they have cut a haodibtme 
paflage. On the other fide of the rivqr, there 
is the xiK^ xoH^aAtic rock ever feen. It is a 
kind of naked wall, which ifaretches along the 
plain from the river fodr three miles, and is five 
hundred feet high. I cannot better defcribe the 
peculiarity c^ this fituation to you, than by bid- 
ding you conceive the town as the centre of a 
femi-circle of hills, the two parts of the river as 
femi-diameters, and this wall as a radius of 
the circle. 

The town itfelf is very handfoooie — ^the hou&s 
are high, and built aU of done. The roofs of 
the houfes are in the Italian tafte, and you may 
walk out upon them. The cathedral is the 
handfomefl building I have feen fince I Idt 
Paris. It is buUt of freeftone, and is an imita- 
tion of St. Peter's at Rome. The portico is of 
marble, and the whole is covered with copper* 
Before the portico there is a large quadrangular 

place. 
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place, with arches and galleries, in which is thc^ 
prince's refidence, and the abbey of St. Peter. 
In the middle of this place there is a ftatue 
of the Virgin, in Bronze ; it is fine, but of an 
unnatural fize. There are large areas, encom- 
pafled with handfome buildings, on both fides 
of the church. In the middle of that which is 
to the left, there is the moft magnificent foun- 
tain of marble I ever faw, and fome valuable 
figures of gigantic fize. There is likewife a 
fountain in that to the right, hut it \% not to be 
compared with the former one, and the Nep- 
tune of it makes but a very pitiful figure. This 
town contains many mors excellent buildings 
and flatues, which remind you that the borders 
of Italy are not far diflant. 

As far as I know of the inhabitants, they 
appear very focial, open and lively, and un- 
commonly attached to fbrangers. Until I fhall 
^et better acquainted with them, I muft give 
you an account of fome excurfions I made into 
fev.eral parts of Bavaria, in my way from 
Munich. 

Freyfingen, an epifcopal refidence, though 
not ill built, is on the whole a miferable little 
place. It confifls folely of monks, {trumpets, 

a few 
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a few melancholy ftudents, and poor mechanics. 
The prince's caftle is pleafantly fituated upon 
the fide of a mountain, from which it commands 
a delightful profpeft over great part of Bavaria, 
and the mountains of Tyrol and Saltzburg. 
The bifhop's pofleffions lie fcattered through 
Bavaria and Auftria. His income may perhaps 
amount to 30,000 florins, or 3 000 1, a year, and 
he keeps his lord high fteward, his matter of 
the hounds, his counfellors, his body guards, 
his miific, and his cook and butler, which two 
lafl: have undoubtedly the moft to do. 

From Freyfingen I travelled on to Ratifbon, 
a dark, melancholy, and very large town, which 
you know is the feat of the diet, and contains 
about twenty-two thoufand inhabitants. I really 
do not know what to fay to you about it, except 
that the bridge over the Danube is a very heavy 
one, which was built by the Devil, and that I 
met with very good quarters at the White 
Lamb, the mafter of which is the civileft and 
moft accommodating landlord that I have yet . 
found in Germany. — One would imagine the 
number of envoys, from the different princes of 
the empire who are conftantly refident here, 
would give life to the place; but you cannot 

think 
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think how dead every thing is. If it were not 
for the prince of Thurn and Taxis, the em- 
peror's principal commiflary, and poft-maftef 
general of the empire, you would not believe 
the town to be the feat of the diet. But this 
gentleman, whofe income is about four hundred 
thoufand florins, or 40,000 1. per annum y givei 
operas, comedies, wild-beaft baitings, balls, and 
fire-works. He is indeed a very worthy per- 
fon, and does honour to his place by his great- 
nefs of mind and noble way of thinking. This 
gentleman may be faid to do the honours of 
the diet in the ftxideft fenfe of the word ; for 
the reft of the Ambafladors are forced to live 
very oeconomically, on account of the fmallnefs 
of their incomes. Many of them go about in 
hackney-coaches. As every thing that is for * 
their ufe comes into the city duty free, the 
people of the place make heavy complaints of 
their fervants for carrying on a large contra- 
band trade. Indeed they conceive that what 
they lofe by this, is more than an equivalent 
for what they' gain by the diet in other refpefts. 
The fafl: is, that the Ambafladors from the 
greateft powers, who have large incomes, and 
ieem to be paid for holding great date, hold 
. -VOL. I. K aonaj 


1 j9 T&AYCLf TtfftOVOtt G£JlMAlff¥« 

ftone ; and as the other mtnifters regubujc them<» 
Ulvcs by their eluunple, one may be feveral 
weeks in town without being lenfibjie that the 
diet is aflembled. Our Ambafladpf is one of the 
foreigners who is moft eminently diftinguiihed 
for his knowledge. Both he and the (ecre* 
t«ry to t;he embafly^ Mr. HeriiTant^ die (on 
of a bookfeller at Paris, are particularly well 
acquainted with German politics, and alfo with 
German literature. 

The buiinefs of the diet is rery tedious. Thii 
is owing to the prevalence of party on all great 
occafions, and the jealoufy which the great 
powers entertain of each other ; for tlie forms^ 
according to which bufinefs is done, are in them- 
fclves very (imple. The diet confifts of three 
colleges, to wit, the eleftorate, that of the 
prince's, and that of die college of the (lates. 
The two firft are called the higher colleges, 
thou^ they have no efTential pre-eminence ov^ 
the other in the common bufinefs of the dieter 
All theie colleges aifemble in a hall, to receive 
the empcror^s propofitions; thence they retire 
into three feparate chambers, where the votes pf 
each other are collected, in a manner well cal- 
culated for tlie purpofe« The majozky deddea 
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in each chamber as to the rules of that chamber, 
and fo does the majority of the three colleges as 
to the determination of the whole.. When the 
three colleges are unanimous, it is called a con- 
ciuiion of the diet, and is laid before theemperor^ 
or his principal commiffary, as a judgment of 
the diet. When one college differs from the 
two others, its conclufions ar6 tranfmitted to the 
emperor. The rcfolutions agreed on are imme- 
diately executed, and at the conclufion of the 
diet, are entered among the decrees of the 
empire. 

The eledoral college, befides the advantage 
it naturally derives from the fmall number of 
voters In it, whofe decifions are ftill of as much 
weight as thofe of the other two, has a great 
additional influence from the circumftance of 
the five fecular members of it having near 
twenty votes in the college of princes. Since 
the death of the laft eleftor of Bavaria, it con- 
fifts but of eight voices ; the eleftor and arch- 
bifhop of Mentz is the prelident. It is not yet 
fetded who is to have the decifive voice in cafe 
of any equality; but as this is an event to be 
expefted, it is thought that there will foon be a 
ninth eleftor chofen from the houfe of Wirtem- 
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berg or HefTc-Caffel. The only obftacle is the 
jealoufy of fome of the eledtoral houfes, left the 
emperor fhould propofe one of his own de*- 
pendants. 

In the college of princes there are in all one 
hundred votes, of which thirty-three are eccle- 
fiaftical, fixty-one fecular, and fix colleftive. 
Thefe laft confift of the two benches of prelates 
and abbefles, namely, the Suabian and Rhenifli, 
and of the four colleges of the counts of the 
empire, namely, the Wetteravian, Suabian, 
Weftphalian, and Franconian. Each college 
of counts, and each bench of prelates, has one 
vote. There are twenty members, on the bench 
of Suabian prelates, and nineteen on that of the 
Rhenifti ones. The Wetteravian college of 
counts has ten members, the Suabian twenty^ 
the Franconian fixteen, and the Weftphaliah 
thirty-four. There are many counts of the em- 
pire who are not included in this number, be-^ 
caufe though they have been raifed to the dig- 
nity of count,. they have not yet taken their feat 
at the diet. Other feats are vacant, becaufe the 
lands they are attached to have fallen into greater 
houfes, the mafters of which confider the pri- 
vilege of Voting as counts, as (lender and incon* 

fiderablc. 
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fiderable. The college of princes has this pri- 
vilege peculiar to it, that one houfe can ha!ve 
many votes; thus the prefent eleftor Palatine 
has {even votes, and his fucccflbr, the duke of 
Deux-Ponts, will have eight ; the king of Pruffia 
has five, and after the death of the prefent prince 
of Anfpach and Bareith, will have feven ; die 
eleftor of Brunfwick has five. This arifes from 
the rank of principality in the empire being 
veiled in the property, not in the perfon; fo one 
perfon may poffefs feveral properties, each of 
which feparately claims his title of principality. 
Auftria and Saltfburg take it by turns tp prefide 
over this college, the one one day, and the other 
the next. The archbiftiop of Beran9on, and 
the king of Sardinia, as duke of Savoy, have 
for a long time left off fending minifters to the 
diet, fo the college of princes confifts now only 
of ninety-eight votes. The college of the ftates 
confifts of fifty-one, and is divided into two, 
namely, the Suabian and ]^eni(h. On the 
firft there are thirty-feven, and on the other 
fourteen feats. The ftate in which the diet is 
held has the direftion. 

The imperial court has a great influence iii 
^11 the three colleges. The three ecclefiaftical 
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elciStors have been alinoft conftantiy creatures of 
the emperor, who fpares neither gold, threats^ 
por promifes, to infpire the canons of Mentz, 
Treves, and Cologne, in the choice of a new 
archbifliop. Formerly our court ufed the fame 
inethods of acquiring influence in the empire j 
but that channel is now ftopped up for ever, 
^y the vigilance ^nd adivity of the court of 
Vienna. The emperor has the fame weight in 
Hhe prince's college. Almdi all the ecclefiaftical 
^inces are his true fons. The chapter of Lut- 
toch is the only on^^ in modern times, which 
has dared to withfland the emperor's infli^^nce 
in the eledion of the foveretgn. Befidesi theie 
means of gaining influence, it has always been 
the maxim of the imperial court to ra^fe the 
members of the hereditary dominion, who pof- 
feflcd the fmalleft firf in the empire, to the 
dignity ^ princes, in order to infure them a 
feat and a vote in the diet. It is thus that the 
houfes of Lobkowits, Dieteichftein, Schwarzen- 
berg, Uchtenftein, Auerfberg, and Thum, have 
been introduced into the college, iix fpke cf 
the proteftations of aU th^ old princes, merely 
to fkeftgth^i the influence of the houfe of Au- 
ftria. The dukes of Arembevg are aontof^ 

the 
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die old princes ; but as by &r the greateil pait 
of their pofTeffions lie in the hereditary lands of 
Aufbia^ they are almoft totally dependant' on 
the court of Vienna. Many others of the old 
houics^ on account of the fituation of th^ir pro* 
perties, alfo adhere to the emperor^ v^ho from 
one cade or other^ may be fuppofed to be fe-* 
cure of half the votes to carry whatever he has 
a nund fiiould be carried. In the college of 
towns he rules almoft without control ;— for as 
thefe are almoft all encompafled by mc^ power* 
fuL i»ihces, they require the particular protec* 
tion of the court of Vienna to prevent their 
being totaUy cruflied. 

Powerful as the emperor's influence may be 
under fuch circumftances^ ftill the ftates fin4 
means to countera£b the ftream^ and interrupt 
its force. Mably has juftly obferVed, in his 
remarks on the hiftory of France, that if you 
confider the empire as compofed of indepen- 
dent ftates, who have leagued with each other 
for m^itual defence, one could not devife wifer 
regulati^is than they have inftituted to fecure 
their liberty from internal ufurpers. The defi- 
nition of the conftitution of the empire, * It is 
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' a confofion preferved by God*s omnipotence,' * 
is a juft one as long as the empire is erroneoufly 
confidered as a (ingle felf-fubfifting ftate ; but if 
you view it, that is, as an affembly of many free 
ftates, who have knit themfelves together by a 
certain political fyftem, one (hall difcover, in 
place of confofion, a great deal of order; and 
inflead of unmeaning connexion, a great deal 
. of prudence and forefight. The dam which I 
have mentioned to you, is that law which pro- 
vides, that ^ the majority in the imperial col- 

* leges ftiould not be decifive, either in religion, 

* or thofc matters in which the ftates could not 

* be confidered as one body, or where the ca- 
^ tholics were of one, and the proteftants of ano- 

* ther opinion/ In thefe cafes the colleges di- 
vide into parties, and however fmall in number 
one party may be, its decree is held equal to 
the other more numerous one. Religion alone 
gave rife to this law; but in latter times, the 
genius of politics has made gdod ufe of it, and 
all die catholics, who are necefl&rily dependant 
on the emperor's court, have found it of fervice 
for a fmaller number of proteftants to be able to 

* Eft confufio divinitus confcrvata. 
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pppofe the emperor. Since the power of the 
king of Pruflia has got fo aftonifliingly high, 
he is at the head of the proteftant party, al- 
though Saxony has the apparent government; 
of it, and he protefts often vefy vehemently 
againft things in which religion is not in the 
leaft concerned. 

From Munich I went to Infpruck, and from 
thence into the Tyrol. I will referve what I 
have to fay on that fubjedl till its proper place, 
which will be when I come to the Auftriaii 
territories ; befides, this letter is already of the 
proper length. 


LET. 
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LETTER XIV. 


Sakzburgt 

IT was with great pkafure that I wandered 
over this romantic country, and at oae 
time (landing on fome immenfe peak I viewed 
under me the clouds, towered on clouds, 
boundlefs plains, innumerable lakes, rivers, 

and brooks, vallies of tremendous depth, and 
the bare fummits of huge granate rocks, wit*h the 
fenfations which are peculiar to fuch heavenly 
regions. Sometimes I take my abode in the 
deep hanging brow of a mpuntain, in a fhep- 
herdefs's hut, who dwells the whole fummer 
through with her flocks in this fubterreftrial re- 
gion, and is vifited only by her lover, who 
clambers up two or three miles of the mountains 
to her, fome wild-goat hunter, or by chance 
fome ftrayed knight like myfelf ; there I live a 
day like an ancient patriarch on milk and: 

cheefcj 
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chcefe, count the flock which in the evening 
^fiembles round the hut, at the fo]iand of a flute, 
and which at the moment I can tliink are my 
own, fleep upon a heap of hay far more tranquil 
than you upon your hypochondriac down Bed, and 
then enjoy the beavtdes of the riling fun, with a 
kixury and delight, which at operas, comedies, 
balls, and all the ufual places of entertainment, 
you muft look for in vain. Sometimes I vifit a 
lake> in the bo(bm of a high mountain, which 
charms my fight flail more, if at break of day, 
I find it mantled over with a mift. Then with 
greater pleafure, 1 furvey the rifing fun drive, 
And differje the mifl: into the valley, and the 
gilded mountain tops emerging high above it, 
now the wind by degrees difcovers the lake like 
a mirrour, and the mift, like a night fpectre, 
creeps through the interftices of the mountain into 
fome neighbouring cUffs* Then I make a little 
voyage in a hollowed tree, which here muft do 
tie fervicc of a fliip, and breakfaft on exquifitc 
butter and honey, in fome neighbouring pea- 
fantls houfe, and fmile when I think of you, 
who are fitting at your tea table, in your learned 
night-gown, and critic night-cap, fwallowing 
with your tea, fome as watery ftale produdion of 

the 
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the day^ and from all that rot*gut ftuff^ get 
dwelled, and puffed with wind, which you vain- 
ly endeavour to difpel by Rhubarb, and all the 
preparations of your medicine cbeft. 

The part which is towards the town has the 
appearance of an immenfe pyramid ; but it 
flretches backwards into a rock, which is a mile 
long, and takes fix or feven hours to walk 
round. A common traveller will reach the top 
in five hours ; but the goat hunters, who climb 
like cats, do it in three. There is jt profpeft 
from it, over all Bavaria, and you may reckon 
nine lakes in fight. The moft charming part of 
the profpeft, is the principality of Berchtoldfga- 
dcn, which lies to the South of the mountain, 
and confifts of a woody wall encompaffed round 
with vaft heights of the moft pi&urefque granate. 
Amongft them the Watzman is diftinguifhed by 
irs perfeftly conical appearance. The appear- 
ance of the lakes around the dark woods, have 
an unfpeakably fine effeft. The profpeft into 
fome of the neighbouring vallies of Saltzburg, 
is not lefs beautiful. 

This mountain feems a proof of the truth of 
the fyftem taken up by Mr. BufFon, with regard 
to mountains. It confifts of a mafs of granate, 

worked 
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>?orked into the foil, in the declivities and depths 
of which, here and there fand and chalkflonc 
lie as if floated in water. The lower parts of 
the mountain are well wooded, and it has fomc 
very good mines of red and white marble. 
Fpom one of thefe mines, there is a fine prof- 
peA of the town ; at fome diftance from them, in 
a wide gap of the mountain, there is a very re- 
markable water-fall. A rapid ftream (which in 
fpring, when the fnow begins to melt, muft be 
much larger than it is now) breaks out from a 
cleft of the rock ; which you enter by means of 
fome artificial fteps. In the cleft, where one 
fliivers with cold, you hear in the infide of the 
mountain, a dull rumbling, like far diftant 
thunder. Probably the mountain has fome lake 
in its bofom, into which the fnow and rain water 
precipitating from above, occafion the noife. 
There is not a doubt but this internal body of 
water muft in time prove deftruftive to the 
mountain. The tradition of the country is, that 
the emperor Charles the Great and his whole 
arniy, are confined arid fhut up in this mountain, 
until Doomfday, and will continue till then, 
amufing themfelves with this terrible noife. On 
a certain day of the year, about midnight, the 
emperor is to be feen with his train of minifters 

and 
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and generals, going in proceflion to the cathe* 
dral of Saltzburg. Were it not that you are (b 
well acquainted with the wonders to be met in 
the Sierra M orena at the mouth of the Quadiana^ 
I could lay before you a legally atreftcd account 
of wizards, whofc white beards by length dF 
time, have grown ten or twenty times about th( 
table, on which they lie fleeping in the moun* 
tain, and of hermits a, thoufand years old, who 
have led ftrayed goat-hunters through fubcer«' 
raneous pafTages, and ihewn them fairy palaces 
of gold and precious ftones. From the cleft 
whence the fpiric of the great Charles iflues to 
walk by night, the ftream precipitates itfelf with 
a loud noife, and falls in a variety of cafcades 
down the deep and narrow gully which it feems 
to have dug itfelf in the hard marble. Here 
and there it has hollowed out bafons of marUe 
by its fall, which no power of art could have 
given a better poliQi to. Indeed they are fo 
nicely conftrufted, that the lovers of antiquity 
in the neighbourhood have aftually been at the 
pains to prove that they are ancient baths. 
Quite below, at the foot of the mountain, be-^ 
vmd a mill, the fall prefents a mc^ pi6turefque 
appearance. It is not very high at thb point, but 
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very fiogukr, bec&ufe the witer is divided into 
innumerable threads^ which crofs each odier in 
fuch varied and ftrange ways^ amidft the frag^ 
ments of the rock which have fallen from above^ 
that no imagination can devife a cafcade (o fan^ 
-cifui and capricious. Here on the detached 
rocks are fmall pine-trees^ which infinitely in* 
creafe the beauty of the fcene. The water of 
this ftream is fo cold^ that you could not hold 
your hand in it ten feconds ; and yet in the 
greateft fweat, and perfpiration, you may drink 
as much as you pleafe, without the finalleft dan- 
ger ; as you diigeil it as eafily as air. When £ 
am perfe&ly hinty I do not know a better cor^ 
dial than this water. 

That part of the principality of Saltzburg 
which lies to the noith of the capital^ is likewife 
very mountainous^ but 4t produces fufficienc 
grain for the fupport of its inhabitants. But 
about fix miles from the town> there is a long 
narrow valley, which ftretchcs itfelf firft fome 
miles fouthward, and then weftward, is bounded 
by vail moimtains^ is watered by the river 
Saltza^ conftirutes the greatefl: part of the prin- 
cipality, but fcarcely bears one third part of the 
Becefiary grain* The entrance to this valley is 

called 
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called th6 Pa{s of Lucg or Luhk, a word which 
in low Dutch and £bgli{h fignifies looky and 
anfwers to the Avatch tower of many Imperial 
fowffs and territories. This pafs is a deep nar*^ 
row hollow between naked, fufpended, perpendi- 
cular rocks of granate, which hang over on each 
fide, rife to an enormous height, and ^through 
which the Saltza .pours with great impetuofity* 
Above the river they have cut a path in the rock, 
and there is a ^te> with hardly room enough for a 
fingle carriage to pafs, proteftcd by a battery, 
lb that a few people here could withftand a whole 
army. The other approaches to this valley are 
equally wdl guarded, and nature feems to have 
fortified it as well as Wales. 

Befides this large valley, there are feveral 
lefler ones adjoimng, which belong to this prin* 
cipality. They are of the fame nature as the 
other, and the inhabitants of them liye chiefly 
by breeding cattle. In many places you may 
find very rich farmers, who own from fixty to 
fourfcore head of great cattle. They export 
fome cheefe and butter> but not near fo much 
as they might do, if the inhabitants were as in- 
dufixious, frugal, and difpofed for trade as the 
Swifs. Befides homed ^ catde they alfo breed 

great 


TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY^ 145 

great numbers of horfes which are very flrong, 
and arc exported to great diftances for the pur- 
pofes of heavy burden and draught ; their fhape 
is not handfome ; their heads are too thick, and 
their hiiid quarters too high ; but I remember 
well to have feen in fome towns on the Rhine, 
a fingle Saltzburg Tiorfe drawing a weight of 
forty quintals, and a very heavy cart befides, 
from the river to the town. The farmers ufe 
-them to hard labour at three years old, and this 
is the caufe why they foon become ftiif, and 
cannot ferve for coach horfes. The emperor 
gave twelve pounds for one for his artillery. 
•The dominions which this prince has in Carr- 
then, are, in point of natural advantages, much 
•the fame as thefe ; but what he poffefles in Au« 
ftria is too inconfiderable to be mentioned. 
Upon the whole, this country draws near the 
half of its neceflary corn from Bavaria. 

The peafant of this country cannot content 
himfelf with cheefe and potatoes, as the Swift 
does ; but muft always have his meat, whiph, 
however fat it may be, he conftantly dips in 
hog*s lard. . He muft have an abundance of good 
bread, beer and brandy. Confidering the na- 
tural fituation of the country, this too cxpen- 
VOL. I. L five 
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five mode of living, would make them the 
pooreft people in Europe, if the extravagance 
was not counterbalanced by a |»ndent and ad* 
mirable OBConomy in other refpcfts. The 
Saltzburg peafant clothes himfelf from head to 
foot : every family weaves a fort of coarfe, dark 
grey cloth, from wool whidi they grow and pre- 
pare themfdves. They alfo make their own 
(hoes and ftockings. Their drefs is by diefe 
means cleanly, fimple, and graceful. Widi all 
this, the equality between the inconie and ex* 
penditure of the country is chiefly kept up 
by the mines. 

The falt-works at Hallein are without compa- 
rifon the mod confiderable. The internal part 
of this mountain^ which is about four miles 
diftant from this place, confifts of cryfkls of 
fait, mixed with a great deal of earth. In order 
10 clean it, they dig large hollow chambers within- 
fide, and fill them with water, which wafhes 
the fait, and lets the earth fink to the bottom. 
The water thus impregnated, is conveyed into 
pans and boiled off. In courie of time the 
chambers fill of themfelves again with fah, and 
the treafure is inexhauftible. One of thefe 
chambers, when it is lighted up, makes one of 

the 
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tbe prctticft fights in the world. Conceive to 
ycKufetf a haU abouc a hundred feet fquare^ the 
vails aod ground of which are eompofed of 
cryftals of every eaothly colour, and which re- 
fteft the light {q wonderfully, that you would 
thtink youifelf in fbme enchanted palace. In 
cMrder to carry on this work, the woods of the 
forefts along the Saltza and other rivers is floated 
flown thenu This may perhaps in time put a 
ftop to it, for the fmall woods are already vifi- 
Wy thinner. 

From the unfavourable fituation of this country, 
k cannot ufe the whole of this treafure for itfelf, 
but is obliged to give up the mofl part to fo- 
reigners. All the country round is either 
Ayftrian ^ Bavarian. The firfl have fait fufEcient 
for their own ufe, and all importation of foreign 
fait is prohibited. On the other hand, the Ba- 
varian falt-work at Ratilbon is fo produftive, 
that it not only provides fufficient for that coun- 
try, but alfo can afford a conliderable quantity 
to foreigners. In confequence of all this, the 
archbifhops of Saltzburg have found themfelvcs 
obliged to enter into an agreement ,with tlie 
dukes of Bavaria, in virtue of which, thefe take 
a. certain quantity of fait every year, at a very 

L 2 moderate 
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moderate price, and' furnifh Switzerland and 
Suabia with it. By this means, the fait trade 
of Saltzburg is properly in the hands of. Bava^ 
ria, who gain full three times as much by it 
as the princes of Saltzburg. The value of the 
fait, which Bavaria ftipulates to take yearly, 
amounts to about two hundred thoufand florins^ 
or 20,000 1. What is difpofed of in the coun* 
try itfelf, or carried into Auflxia clandeftinely, 
makes on the whole about three hundred and 
fifty thoufand florins, or 35,0001: of which 
two thirds may be clear gain. 

The gold and filver mines of this principality 
make a great figure in the geography of Ger^ 
many ; but compared with the falt-works, are 
not worth mexxtioning. In the regifters of the 
cuftom-houfe, I have feen the entry of all the 
gold, filver, iron, copper, and other mines or 
pits, on an average of the lafl: ten years : the 
prince's clear gain from all his works, was 
about fixty-five thoufand florins, or 6500I. a year. 
He works them almoft ail himfelf ; for fome 
years paft he has loft, in digging a gold mine 
in the neighbourhood of Gaftein, about twenty 
thoufand florins, or 2000 1. a year, which he 
has ventured^ in the treacherous hopes of being 

rewarded 
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rewarded in time, with a rich fppil, and partly 
that the valley where it is dug, whofe inhabi- 
tants live folely by thefe works, may not be- 
come a wafte4 The iron here is brittle, and in 
no great requeft. The prince has alfo a brafs 
manufaftory on his own account, but the cala- 
mine neceflary for it grows every day more 
fcarce in the country. 

Mr. Bufching fays, in his account of Ger- 
many, .that he ^ learns from good authority, 
^ that the income of the archbiftiop amounts to 
^ four millions of florins,* or 400,0001. If the 
prince would make me his farmer-general, I 
durft hardly offer him twelve hundred thoufand 
florins, or 1 20,000 1. for his whole revenue. I 
am pretty confident, that the taxes, tolls, and 
crown lands, &c. in which I include the pro- 
duce of the mines, &c. do not yield much above 
fix hundred thoufand florins, or 60,000 L The 
excife, cufloms, and other taxes levied in the 
capital, together with the prince's breweries, 
muft bring in four hundred and thirty-five thou- 
fand more, or 43,5001. before I could clear 
any thing by my contraft. 
• The extent of the country is eftimated at 
two hundred and forty German fquare miles. 

There 
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T%ieFe are only feven oir dght towns, feme df 
which are not to be cc»npaped with a Suabian 
yillage. The total number of lahabitants k 
computed at two hundred and fifty thou£uid^ 
of which the capital contains fourteejn. thoufa^ 
There ia only one manufadture in i;he whole 
country^ which is a fmall one at HaUein &f 
cotton dockings, and night-caps« Since there 
has been a good road made to Tri^fte, Sakz- 
burg carries on a eonfiderable trade in fpice^ 
and drugs, with which k fijppKes a great part 
of Bavaria. The roads through this mountain- 
ous country are in general very good. Notwith^ 
(landing here and diere you pafs on wooden 
bridges hung by chains, over fome dreadful 
abyfTes, the heavieft carriages have nothing 
to fear, except perhaps the being overfet by a 
violent blafl of wind, or being covered by a fell 
of fnow in fpring. On my journey to the badi 
at Gaftein, one of the wildeft regions of this 
country, I faw all that was pofEble to be done 
to render the moft dreadful abyffes and fteepeft 
rocks paffable. In this journey I faw alfo one 
of the moft remarkable water-falls which I ever 
met with. A powerful ftream precipitates itfelf 
almoft from the clouds, upon a rock beneath, 

, a whicix 
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which rifes a hundred feet high above the way, 
and thence fo flxongly recoils in an arch, that a 
traveller, who paffes under this arch, is not in 
the leaft wet. In front this fall cannot be feen, 
becaufe it is too narrow, and the oppofite rock 
k too fteep; but a litde diftance off, when 
viewed from the fide, it prefents a moft extraor- 
dinary afpeft. 


LET. 
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LETTER XV. 


Saltzburg. 

I Am a lover of mountain fcenes. I am by ' 
no means one of thofe whofe feelings are 
only to be excited by what is monftrous, who 
love flrong emotions, becaufe they are com- 
monly infenfible to the gentler affeftions, and 
who feek for fatisfaftion from barren rocks, 
from boundlefs plains of ice and fnow, be- 
caufe by intemperate ufe of the joys which 
milder regions prefent, they are difgufted with 
them. To me the mod uniform plain is variety 
enough, to keep my heart in that degree of 
warmth, and my ftnfes within the limits which 

are 
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are neceflary for the uninterrupted enjoyment of 
nature, I enibrace the- tfee^ which fuddenly af- 
fords me a fhade, after I have long wandered 
through a barren and level fpotj The mofs upon 
a heath allures me^ arid the rivulet which fteals 
through fomeunextcri five meadow, interefts me 
fufiiciently without the noife of a water-fall, I 
am however, impartial enough to do all juftice to 
the mountain views, and allow them, in refpedl to 
beauty, the preference over the plains. Thepulfe 
of nature beats ftronger here, every thing dif- 
covers more life and. energy, every thing more 
loudly, and emphatically fpeaks an almighty 
l^ower at work. The ftream whichi without 
knowing the path it muft purfue, meanders 
flowly through the plain, ruflies through the 
mountains, and grows impetuous in its courfe j 
the motion of the clouds, the revolutions or 
the Iky, and the peals of thunder, are all more 
ftrong and animatedi The vallies in the fair 
feafon of the year, are filled with finer perfumes ' 
of flowers and herbs than thofe of the plains, whofe 
foil is not fo fit topreferve their radical moifturCj 
and where their exhalations are diffipated more 
widely in the air. Nature here is more varied, 
and infinitely more pifturefque. Of her dif- 
ferent Ih^des, an inhabitant of the plain can 
form no conception, but from the contraft, 
VOL. X. '^ M they 
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they all, even the fmallefl: features of them, ap- 
pear more ftriking and engaging. Here at once 
nature prefents the peculiarities of every fea- 
Ion, and the moft different climes. As long as 
the fummer lafts, in the bottom of the valley 
the heat of Africa is felt; in the middle of the 
mountain you enjoy the moderate temperature 
of ipring; and the top reminds you of Siberia. 
And how various are the forms, chains and 
heaps of mountains and hills L 

Man refembles his foil, unlefs education 
and fociety change him. The peafant of 
this country bears the ftamp of nature upon 
him.^ His movements are quick, like the ftream 
in his wood ; he is boifterous in his paflions, 
like the atmofphere ; he breathes ftrong as the 
oak which fhades him ; and is faithful, firm and 
true as the rock which bears his hut. The life 
and variety of the fcenes which nature offers 
him, render his head richer in conceptions, and 
his heart warmer than it would be if he dwelt 
upon an uniform plain, and gave himfelf up to 
nature as he does here. His diftance from popu- 
lous places, andthefcatteredfituation of the huts, 
which give him few opportunities for dillraftion 
from his own concerns, preferve his manners pure, 
difpofe him to refleftion, and make him more 

attentive 
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Attentive to his own proper bufinefs. In his 
make, the expreffion of his coiintenance, his gef- 
tures artd language, he has greatly the advantage 
of the Bavarian peafant, I regret inceflantly 
that vAy want of fufficient fkill in the provincial 
dialeft prevents my communing with thefc 
mountaineers^ fo agreeably as I wifh to do. 
The unfpeakable opennefs of heart which they 
ftiew, their frequent inftances of good-will and 
affeftion> together with the good humour and 
native pkafantry legible in their looks, endear 
them at firft fight to every friend of huma- 
nity. Many of them ftill wear long beards, and 
thole in the remoter parts tbou every body, 
even their princes. The dileafe of the throat 
is not uncommon with them, though it be not 
lb prevalent as Ibme travellers choofe to report 
it. In general they are a very handlbme fet 
of people* 

The diminution made in the population and 
agriculture of thefe lands, by the emigration of 
the proteftants about fifty years ago, is not yet 
recovered. In this mafter-picce of bad go- 
vernment, the weaknefs of a prince, and the 
felfilh treachery of a minifter, were beyond 
meafurc confpicuous. I have read over the 
papers which give an account of this wonderful 
event, to my great edification. Thofe arc much 
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deceived who afcribe the caufc of this extra- 
ordinary commotion to religious principles, 
propagated in thefc mountains at the time of 
the reformation. From the writings before 
me it appears that very few had any diftinft idea 
of the Augflburg or Helvetian confeffions of 
faith* Thefe may poflibly have contributed 
Something J but moft of thefe new proteftants 
became fo through refleftion and difcourfes 
among themfelves, the caufes of which were 
furnifhed by maxims fele'fted from catholic fer- 
mons and religious books. Had they been 
allowed unlimited freedom of religion in the 
country, they certainly would have founded an 
intire new feft, which would have had little re- 
femblance to either Calvinifm or Lutheranifm. 
Moft of thofe who were heard judicially in their 
own defence, anfwered the queftion, ^ Whether 
* they would confefs to the Lutheran or the Catho- 
' Jit church ?* direftly, * No, to neither of them. 
» We believe, but not what our countrymen 
^ believe, but keep ourfelves merely to the 
' Scriptures** Many circumftances, with which 
the reformers of the fixteenth century had no 
concern, occafioned a fort of rebellion of men's 
. underftandings. Peafants. and mechanics be- 
came preachers in their own houfes, or under fomc 
tree in a fequeftered place* In Ihort, we muft ' 

do 
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do thefe people the honour to fay, they were 
almoft intirely their own teachers. It was when 
they were obliged to feek foreign proteftipn 
from the oppreflion of their own lords, and en- 
ter into treaty with the king of Pruffia, that they 
declared themfelves of a fe£t, which, by the 
treaty of Weftphalia, was privileged in the 
empire, and they did it becaufe no other means 
could have fecured them from total oppreflion. 
The archbifliop of that time was a good man, 
who truly loved his fubjefts, and did ever/ 
thing poffible, acording to his judgment, to 
guide them in the ftraight path to happinefs. 
He fent capuchins as miflionaries into the 
mountains, whofe capuchins and beards how- 
ever could get no hold on men whofe un- 
derftandings were awakened. He prayed in* 
ceffantly for the converfion of his ftrayed fheep^ 
and /pared neither gold nor kind words to re- 
cover them back to heaven. The lofs of fo 
many fouls was far more grievous to him than 
the departure of fo many poor from the culture 
of his lands, and the eonfequent diminution of 
Jiis income. 

His chancellor, however, viewed things in a 
quite different light. He had calculated what 
benefits he could derive to himfelf by the emi- 
gration of fo ];nany thoufand inhabitants,, and 
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the fale of fo many eftates. He made yfe 
of the weaknefs c^his priiice) on this fpoil plau-r 
fible occafipni to fill his own purfe, H6 re- 
prefented tp him how dangerous it was for the 
fafety of his yet right-believing fubjefts to per- 
mit heretics to dwell among them. Taking 
advantage of the following anfwermadeby one of 
the adherents to the new ^o^nne to ^ neigh^ 
hour, who had given him great provocation : 
* Stay only till the king of Pruffia's fix 
f thoufand men draw near i we fiiall ilri^e all 
^ your heads off. He is another kind of mo- 
^ narch than the archbiihop, and he is already 
^ on his march to us, &c.' The patriotic chan- 
cellor difcovered High treafdn, in a fpeech which 
was only the expreffion of a rafh^ unguarded mo? 
jnent of paffion. By a fingle word he became the 
a&ual caufe of the retreat of about twenty-five 
thoufand men, by which he gained fibout fifty 
thoufand, and the archbilhop lofl one hundred 
thoufand florins of his yearly incoipe. The 
king of Pruflia fent two commifiaries here, who 
were ordered to proteft the property of thofe 
who chofe to retire into his territories^, ^nd 
brought out of the country the greatefl: part of 
the gold which was got by the fale of the 
houfes, properties, and goods of the refugees. 
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There are ftill over all the mountains many 
adherents to the new doctrine. I made ac-- 
quaintance with one> who is in every refped too 
remarkable not to introduce him to you 
alfo. Some days ago I vifited with an- 
other gentleman the fherifF^ or^ as he is termed 
here, the conftable of Werfen, a very polite 
and clear thinking man ; for, in the moft remote 
parts of thefc mountains, the information of 
the people exceeded my expeftations. This 
cxcurfion gave me pleafure in every ftep. 

From the pafs of Lueg, where the great val- 
ley begins, the road runs for two miles into 
Werfen, through a narrow gully, between na- 
ked rocks, which in many places ftand like hea- 
ven's high walls on each fide. The fcattercd 
clumps of wood at the foot of this chain of 
mountains j the wild variety in the courfe of the 
river Saltz ; the extraordinary incifions, forma- 
tion, and complexion of the rocks -, the marks 
of the former height of the river, vifible many fa- 
thoms above its prefcht bed ; the Angular ftation 
of the very few habitations j and the ftriking dif- 
pofition of the whole, gives this otherwife folitary 
landfcape fufficient attraftions to fix a traveller's 
attention. The caftle of Werfen ftands by the 
Jpot of this name, where the valley begins to 
widen remarkably, upon a detached rock of a 
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conical form, which rifes in the middle of tho 
gully. On one fide of it there is fcartely room 
for the road, and on the other, fcarcely room for 
the river. The front of the caftle commands 
a prolpeft over the wide part of the valley, 
which runs between hills, part of which are well 
cultivated, and part covered with rich woods j 
and from the back you fee the narrow deep 
glen, through which the traveller has come, th^ 
rocky points of >yhich are fhining in the fun, 
while in the depth below perpetual darknefs fits 
encamped. In the caftle many prifoners are 
confined, who are fometimes obliged to work 
in chains. I was ftruck peculiarly with the 
form and countenance of a man, of whom I had 
already heard much reported. He has the 
figure of a handfome elderly man, of fomething 
more than fixty years, who flill preferves a fine 
ruddy complexion. His ftrong long beard, and 
beautiful black hair, are here and there mixed 
with grey very thinly- fcattered. His car* 
riage is as light, and he holds himfelf as ftraight 
as a youth in his full ftrength, Hi^ forehead, 
and the whole formation of his countenance is 
regular, and his large blue fpeaking eyes, muft 
fix the attention of any one the leaft acquainted 
with mankind upon him. An inexpreffiblc fc- 
renity of foul, and the pride infeparablc from 

a great; 
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^ great charafter, are piftuj^ed in bis counter 
nance. I defired to hear him tell his hiftorjr, 
and rtow give it you from his own words, a^ 
nearly as I can, 

' I have been now/ faid he, « twenty-four 
^ years a prifoner here. I ftill remember the 

* emigration of the many thoufands of my coun- 
' trymen, in which, though I was then but 
^ young, I took great concern. As I grew 
^ up, the memory of this event made the 

* flxongeft impreffion on me. The joy witk 

* which fo many of my neighbours quitted 

* their native country, to fliun any force on 
^ their confciences, and be unreftrained and 
^ free in their faith, had fomcthing great and 
^ affefting in it to me. This made the re*- 
^ monftrances of my friend3 and acquaintances, 
^ who did not agree in opinion with the capu- 
f chins, find an eafy accefs to my mind, I 
^ opened the Scriptures, compared the doftrine 
f I met with there with the Pope's, and formed 
f my own religion, the principles of which I did 
f not keep very fecret, bccaufe I believed them 
*true.. As at that time the capuchins, who 
f Vandered about the whole country as miffion- 

* aries, had fpies every where, they could not 
^ fail but hear at laft of fome affertions which 
f cfca|>eddQ3? in the heat of religious difputa^ 

Xr^j * * tion^ 
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tation. They ififtantly purfued and perfe- 
cuted me whcrcvc;r J was. At laft diey came 
into my houfe, and infifted on a cpnfeffion 
of my faith. I anfwered according to my con- 
vifbion, and laid my doubts before them ;. how- 
ever this did notfignify. They conftantly went 
from the point ; it was of no avail to interro- 
gate them on matters of faith -, faith muft be 
implicit, and I muft deliver a confeffion of 
faith. I told them it was utterly impoflfible 
to believe what was contrary to the convidtion 
of my mind 5 but all did not ferve. 
* When I faw that they could not convince me, 
and that they paid no regard to my internal 
conviftion, I told them to leave me in peace, and 
ftaked my honour and my life to them that I 
would conceal my religious opinions, nor make 
any converts to them. This was in vain; every 
diy they rudely broke into my houfe, and preffcd 
mc to a confeffion of faith which belied my con- 
fcience. Sir, I did all that was poffible to ob- 
tain peace from them, but it was impoflible. 
One day, as I returned fatigued from the field, 
and wa§ going to refrefh myfelf with fome 
provifion, the capuchins came again riot-, 
oufly into my houft?. I had for fome time 
before this rcfolved not to fay a word to 
them> except good gay Qr good evening. Aa 

< they 
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* they begaj^ their old damour 3gdn, I heard 
' them ^ long time CQtnpofed and quiet, and 

* took t«y ftre with better relifti the more they 
< cyrfcd me. However, as there appears! to be 
^ |io end jof }t^ I retired into a comer behind 
' the pyen, to let then) rail as long as they plcafed. 

* Put even there I was not fecure; at laft I threw 
^ myfelf impatiently on the bed, and as one of 

* them approached me even here, and dunned 
^ in my ears, I turned my back to him, but 
^ imitiediately there was another of them at the 
f other fide, who made a ftill more horrid clack 

* than his companion t At laft I became enraged, 
^ and told them I was flatter in my own houfe, 
^ and, a$ they continued ftill to behave worfe and 
^ wqrfe, 1 fprung up, feized the firft thing I 
f could lay hold of, which I believe was a broom, 
f and beat fheoi out of my houfe, I was now 
f treated not only asf an obdurate heretic, but 
^ as a blafphemer who had laid facrilegious 
^ hands upon the holy priefts. They took me 
^ prifoner, and brought me here in chains. At 
^ firft I fuffered dreadfully. A hundred times I 
^ faid, if they would only convince me, I would 
^ confefs with heart and foul. But it was all to 
^ no purpofe. They endeavoured to force mc 
^ to go into the church to confefs, to reveal my 
f opinions on religion, &c, I tpld them I could 
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publifli nothing further of my religion, thaii 
that I did not believe what thcjr believed. 
They either would or could not convince me, 
and I then became impatient to go to the 
church, but they told me I could not be per- 
mitted, unlefs it was for the purpofc of chang- 
ing my faith and confefling my errors. The 
inceflant importunity of the capuchins for a 
confeflion of faith from me was the moft infuf^ 
ferable of all. All my folicitations to be in- 
dulged, and all remonftrances of the futility of 
a verbal confeflion unlefs the heart joined in it, 
were of no fervice. At laft I refolved to be- 
have like z mgte and hold no more difcourfe 
with them ; which refolution, for eighteen 
whole years, I have literally perfifted in ; a 
few years ago they begun to treat me more 
kindly, and fince that time I have refumed my 
fpeech.' 

The conftable confirmed to us that this ex- 
traordinary man had not uttered a fyllable for 
eighteen whole years ; and that during that time 
no one had ever fcen a cloud upon his brow, or 
a feature of ill- humour in his countenance; 
Whatever was enjoined him to do, which did 
not concern religion, he complied with calmly 
and always chearfully. A flight cafl: of difdaiqi 
f>f the peogle about hinf> is all that has 

been 
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been remarked. When one confidcrs that hia 
clearncfS'Of head, his open nature and good 
hnmour, miift very naturally and very ftrongly 
difpofe him to fociety and the communication 
of his fentiments, his voluntary dumbhefs niuft 
appear ailonifhing. By his good behaviour 
during his captivity, he has induced the prince, 
who is a great lover of toleration, to let his 
chains be taken off, and at the requeft of the 
conftablc a confiderable addition has been 
made to his daily allowance. He has gained 
fo much confidence, that they have made him 
a kind of fuperintendant over his fellow prifo- 
ners. He has often been fent entirely loofe 
and free to work with them at places from 
whence it would have been eafy for him to have 
efcaped ; but his charafter is a better fecu- 
rity for his perfon than the ftrongeft chains. 
He has. procured to himfclf, without being fen- 
fible of it himfelf, fo much refpeft from his 
brother captives, that with a fingle word he can 
keep them better in awe than the jailor with his 
ftaff. Nature has fecured to him a fuperiority 
over the multitude of mankind, although flic 
bred him in a cottage^ His leifure hours are 
at prefent employed in teaching a young in- 
cendiary, who has lain for fome years in 

prifon^ 
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prifon^: \n chainsy for wickedly fettirig fire to hi4 
father's haufe> to read and to t^rrite, without 
however inftilling into him any of hi^ religious 
opinions. Thcfe he prefervcs fo fecret at pre- 
fentj that I cotild not with the mofk cocrfidential 
entreaties, and all my prayers and petitions^ 
obtain any difclofurc from him. All he an- 
fwered_was> ^ I do not believe ^at the capu^ 

* chins believe, and Waat nothing but a bible 

* to lead a contented life.*' Some years ago his 
wife was permitted to fee hiitvj but, without 
ffiewirig,thefmalleft defire to enjoyher, after fome 
warm and kind exhortations for her weifkre, he 
difmiffed her. A bible, after which his foul 
thirfts fo ardently, they arc backward to allow 
him, becaufc they are unwilling, to add any 
more flame to his enthufiafm^ AU the Saitz- 
burg ladies and gentlemen, in whofe company t 
had the honour of feeing hini, difcovcred the 
higheft refpcft for him ; but they were all una- 
nimous in declaring that it had not been very 
political conduft to become a martyr for fo 
liiiair a matter as was demanded of him. 

The country people here are unconnmonly 
lively and gay. The young women of diefo 
fequeftered corners of our continent all frcfii 
as rofes, and lively as the roe, yet undcrftand 

the 
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the art of coqiietry as well as our Parifian 
dameS) only the allurements which they difplay 
for conqueft are more natural. They know how 
to employ the ornamental parts of drcfs to the 
bell advantage. If they are difpofed to make a 
lover happy, neither the fhame of an ill^itimate 
birth, nor the fear of being obliged to maintain 
a child, is of any confideration. Cuibom fers 
them^ above the firft, and the eafc of maintaining 
a child makes them difregard th^ other. The 
pumihment which they incur for fucli a faux-- 
pas is hardly worth mentioning. Murder of 
infants is esctremely uncommon here ; without 
conftraint, without referve, they all yield to the 
impulfej of nature. The young girls kifs and 
fliake hands, in the open church on Sundays, 
with thofe they love* On a nightly vifit, how- 
ever, the lover is rather in a hard fituation; 
for however unfriendly the weather may be, the 
window or door is not opened to him, until a 
certain watch-word is given, which confifts 
commonly of long rh3rmes, in which he is oblig- 
ed to exprefs, in a myfterious manner, his fuf- 
ferings and fmart. This cuftom is very old, 
and in many of the remote parts of the moun- 
tains facred and inviolable. Nor can the 
comiedion between the parties, hpwever long or 

however 
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however clofe, enable them to difpenfe with It- 
A young peafant very feldom forfakes his girl, 
particularly when> after having two or three 
children by her, he can marry her. 
. The inhabitants of thefe mountains are Co 
contented with their ftate, that they confider their 
country as a kind of Paradife. Thofe who live 
in Dintner Valley, a frightful gap between 
naked rocks, through which the. river Dintner 
runs, have a faying, * When any one falls from 
* heaven fte mull fall into Dintner Valley/ 
Which is as much as to fay this valley is the 
fecond heaven. For a long time I could not 
explain why the good people entertained fuch a 
high opinion of a deep glen, where O^en for 
weeks together it fnows fo much that one can 
neither come out nor go in, and which forms fo 
IJriking a contraft with many neighbouring 
and very attracting diftriCts. I confidered it 
at firft as irony, but I learnt at laft it was meant 
entirely in earneft, and that the unlimited free- 
dom which the inhabitants of this extraordinary 
Paradife enjoy had given rife to this high 
hyperbole. They confift folcly of fhepherds> 
miners, and iron mehers, who are entirely free 
from taxes, and, on account of their fmall pay- 
ments to the government and their remotenefs of 

fituacion» 
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fituation^ are little taken notice of by their fli- 
pcriors. The taxes paid, in general, by the in*- 
habitants of this country are vtry moderate, and 

r 

the freedom from the extortions under which the 
reft of Germany groans, contributes, no doubt, 
greatly to the good humour of the people. Till 
within a fhort time, eftates were taxed in pro- 
portion to their value, the beginning of this 
century, which, as you may fuppofe, bears 
no proportion to the prefent price of things. 
The attempt the prefent fovereign has been 
making to raife a more equitable tax, has occa- 
iioncd fome murmur : there, however, he is not 
fb much to blame, as his income is propor- 
tionably much fmaller than . that of the other 
German princes ; and what he has done has not 
only the fanftion of the ftates of the country, 
but is guaranteed by them, fo that the people 
have no caufe to fear a farther rife; but what 
makes him unpopular is, his exceflive love of 
hunting, which has occafioned fome adts of op- 
preffive, power, for which, after all, his fervants 
and minifters may be more to blame than him- 
felf. In feveral parts of the country, the far- 
mers are prohibited from driving their fheep to 
certain paftures bordering upon woods, left the 
game in thefe ftiould be deprived of fuftenance. 
This, to a people who, as I told you before, 
VOL. I. N make 
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Ttiake all the woollen cloth they wear from the* ' 
fheerings of their own Iheep, muft appear an 
intolerable hardfhip. Prohibitions of this kind 
muft alfo be attended with very bad eflFetEts of 
another fort. The peafants of this country afe 
very averfe to all kinds of innovation ^ there 
have been inftances of their declaring fomewhat 
loudly, that they would put themfelves on the 
fame footing with the Swifs ^ and yet when their 
prince dies of old age> they fhew an uncommorx 
afFeftion for him. O that princes knew how to 
fet a due value on the affeftions of their fellow- 
creatures ! 

Many of the peafants of this country ftill wear 
long beards, and go with their heads unco- 
vered, and their breafts open, at all times of the 
year. As they are extremely h^iiry, and very 
much fun-burnt, this gives them a very formidable . 
appearance at fome diftance, but when you come 
near them, their friendly looks,, and appearance 
of integrity, recommend them very ftrongly,. 
They are courageous and ftfong, and would, no* 
doubt, make a ftout ftand in defence of their- 
©wn country 5 but out of it, according to th^ 
report of the beft officers, they do not make 
good foldiers. Like all its inhabitants of moun- 
tains, they do not bear climate well. Befides^ 
this, the peculiarity of diet which they have been^ 
' * c ufedi 
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ufed to from their youth, and are obliged' to give 
up in the field, makes them unfit for fervice. 
By good fortune their fovereign has little 
concern in keeping up the balance of Europe. 
In general, they are much more civil than the 
Swifs, and by no means fo thirfty of ' gain as 
thefc are, who, however hoftile they may be to 
paying taxes themfclves, never fail to lay ftran- 
gers under very fevere ones. I have feveral 
times been ihewn my way, and received other 
fmall fervices from thefe people, without being 
able to make them take any thing for their 
trouble. Fare ye well. 


LETTER XVI. 

Saltlburg. 

T ^Pilati^ Journey through different Parts of 
Europe, I remember to have read an anecdote, 
intended to paint the intolerant fpirit of the 
Saltfburghers. — It is indeed very true, that 
perfons of all ranks are' obliged to kneel down 
in the ftreets, when the hoft paffes by, a cere- 
mony made particularly diftrefling, by the pe- 
culiar brutality of the Sacriftans of the place. 
I have likewife heard fome good hearted girls 
lament, with a moft ferious tone of compaflion, 
that fome friends of mine, who have been here 

N 2 a few 
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a few days, are proteftants. Except, however, 
the kneeling to the facrament, which every man 
may eafily prevent, as the bell is heard at a 
great diftance, I do not fee what a proteftant 
has to be apprehenfive of. There are maiiy 
companies in every rank of life, into' which a 
ftranger may be admitted, let his religion be 
what it will. Money, and good words, will 
procure you meat, in moft of the inns, on faft 
days ; and the people, who, cfpecially in fuch 
places, minnric the miners- of their fuperiors, 
have loft much of the ferocious and intolerant 
Ipirit they had contracted under a bigotted 
prince. 

There is very good company to be met with 
amongft the nobility, particularly amongft the 
canons, feveral of whom arc diftinguifhed for 
knowledge of various kinds. The prefent me- 
tropolitan, who is brother to the well known 
Count Firmian, the governor of Milan, is well 
acquainted with the beft Italian, French, Gcr« 
man, and Englifh writers. He has almoft a 
compleat coUedtion of the latter in his wetl 
chofen library. He is a moft amiable man, 
and makes the beft ufe of his benefices, which 
bring him in an income of 20,000 guilders, or 
aooo pounds a year. The high fteward,. who 
is another brother of the governor's, is ar great 
lover of painting, and a deep connoifleur in it. 

His 
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His fine coUedioxi of the portraits of artifts, 
moft of which are painted by himfclf, is 
hardly inferior to that of Florence. The 
ihock this gentleman lately felt from one of the 
fcvereft aiSlidUons which can ftrike a father's 
hearty has weakened the powers of his foul, and 
i^ead a cloud over the not to be defcribed and 
almoft infantine goodnefs, that beams upon his 
countenance. He had an eldefl fon, the hopes 
of the family, and a very promifing young man, 
who was already dean of PafTau^ and bade fair 
to be a bilhop, if not archbifhop of Saltf- 
burg. His father made him a vifit, and took 
him out a hunting. They were on different fides 
of the hedge, when unluckily the father gave 
fire, and fhot the foti through the heart. As 
foon as he had done it, he fprung through the 
hedge like a madman, tore his hair, and wal- 
lowed in the fnow. They were obliged to tear 
him away from the place by force. Count 
Woltfegg, another of the canons, has taken a 
journey through France, purpofely with a view 
. of becoming acquainted with our manufafbures. 
This gentleman is well known to our beft artifts, 
but his particular paffion is botany, in which 
he is very excellent. The groom of the ftole. 
Count Kuenburg, is a very fenfible man, ex* 
trcnaely pleafant, witty, and fociable. His 
library^ in the formation of which he has not 

N 3 ^on- 
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confulted the Index librorum prohititorum, con- 
tains all our beft authors. The bifhop of 
Chienfee, the count of Ticb, and feveral more 
of the high nobility are refpeftable, both on ac- 
count of their knowledge and virtues. The 
upper nobility of the place is made up chiefly of 
Auftrian families, who diftinguifh themfelves by 
their affability, their knowledge of the world, 
and their manners, from the ftupidiy proud Ba- 
varian and Suabian barons. On the other hand, 
the lefler nobility, the fwarm of little court 
gentry, render themfelves ridiculous by their 
pitiable lufl: after titles, and their wretched 
pride. You muft here vifit about a hundred 
Gnadigeberm *, who live upon three or four hun- 
dred florins a year, which. they receive from the 
court, but whom you cannot pffend more than 
by calling them plain Sir, or their wives plain 
Madam. A man who lives here muft accuf- 
tom himfelf to put in Gnadige herm at every 
third word, unlcfs he choofes to pafs for ill-bred. 
Such, however, is the aftonifhing poverty of 
this clafs of people, that you vifit feveral Gnadige ' 
herrfiy who take up with houfekeepers places, or 
the office of fitters in the hofpitals. They all 
complain that the court doth not give them 
enough to live according to their rank \ but, 
unluckily, I have never been able to find out 

what 
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what their rank is. Moft of them have neither 
cftates nor money ; but they would look upoa 
it as a great degradation to fiifFer their chil- 
dren to be brought up to any trade or bufinefs. 
The court is therefore compelled to make their 
appointments as (lender as poilible, that it may 
be able to keep them from ftarying; though 
above two-third« of them are fiiperfluous fer- 
Tants, Their rank, therefore, fe^ms to depend 
6h the pleafure of the court to feed a great num- 
ber of ufelefs fervants, and on their impudent 
confidence in that pleafure. Once, however, give 
them their right titles, and you will find them the 
beft people in the world. Many of them amufc 
thcmfelves with French and German literature, 
particularly with all that relates to the ftage. 
The rage for the theatre is as violent here as it 
is at Munich ; and they look for the coming of 
a company of ftrollers, with as much eagernefs 
as the inhabitants of Siberia look for the return 
of fpring. A French engineer, m the prince's, 
fcrvice, has built them a pretty theatre. It is 
adorned with columns, which fupport nothing 
but a black board before the curtain, with the 
arms of the prince on it. Upon the whole, 
knowledge feems to be more difFufed here than it 
is at Munich. Though the governor is an cc- 
clcliaftic, there are not near fo many cloifters, 

N 4 in 
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in proportion to the fize of the two places^ as 
in Bavaria 3 and the ecclefiaftics of this place 
arc very advantageoufly diftinguilhed from the 
othersj by good manners, humility, an endea- 
vour to live up to their charafter, and other 
virtues. Government is likewife much better 
underftood here than it is at Munich. Too 
much cannot be faid of the head of the prefent 
prince, but of his heart—I know nothing. He 
knows that he is not beloved by the Saltf- 
burghers, and for that reafon negle&s them,, 
and fliuts himfelf up. I believe the complaints 
made of him to be much too violent. They 
accufe him of fending a,bove 300,000 flo- 
rins ^to his family at Vienna, every year, and 
part of the ftates;^ of the city, that is, al- 
mofl; all the chapter of the cathedral, have 
brought adkions againft him, in the impe- 
rial court of Vienna, for taking the ready 
money out of the cheft, and filling it with 
paper, which they cannot change into cafh. 
I do not know how far the charge made by 
this refpedtable chapter may be well grounded; 
but it is certain, that he has difplayed an uncom- 
mon depth of acutenef^ and penetration, in his 
defence of himfelf. Several of the prefent 
canons were hoftile to him, from his firft 
coming to the ^rchbiftiopric, which they had 

enter- 
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entertained hopes of themfelves^ and which was 
procured for him by the court of Vienna. Sup* 
pofing him, however, to rob the country of 
part of its property, it is certain that he difpoles 
of the reft to the beft advantage. He has 
founded feveral good feminaries of education. 
He is not at all partial to his own order, as ap- 
pears from his having taken away at a ftroke 
ioo,oco florins from the Auguftinian monks* 
One half of this* he put in his own pocket, the 
other half he has given to the public. As in 
every thing elfe, fo alfo in his paflion for hunt* 
ting, the only paflion he has, he is extremely 
parfimonious. A batallion of the fineft fol- 
diers I have hitherto beheld, difciplined in the 
Auftrian manner, and the officers of which 
are attached to him, fecures him from all 
accident. 

Every thing here breathes the air of 
pleafure and joy. They eat, drink, laugh, 
dance, fing, and gamble in the extreme; nor 
have I yet feen a place where you may have 
fo many different pleafures for fo litde money* 
They converfe here upon religious and poli- 
tical topics^ with a freedom that does ho« 
nour to the place s and with regard to books, 
you may have almoft every thing which the Ger- 
man prelTes produce^ without any reftraint. 

One 
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©n^ Ijf the reforts of plcafure is the garden of 
Hellbron^ belonging to the prince^ which is 
about three miles off, and where they fell beer 
^nd. wine* The moft rennarkablc thing, except 
IjQilte very fine marble ftatues, is a very large 
parki in the midft of which is a hilL 

The univerfity of this place is kept up by the 
congregation of Benedictines, who fupply it with 
prdfeflbrs* A5 haying ftudied here, is a kind 
of requifitc for prefcrnaent to the fubjefts of the 
Syabian prelates of the empire, it is a place of 
gre^t; refort for thefe ; but there are few ftudents 
befides thefe and the natives, though the chairs 
are filled with able men. The funds of the 
univ.erfity are, indeed, too fmall to make it pof- 
fible for all the objects, which the literature of 
th^ prefent day embraces, to be properly taken 
care of. They do not anwunt in all to above 
'^QOo florins, or 500L per annum. 

I do not know what to fay about the national 
pride, for which thefe people are fo much cen- 
iiir^d. With regard to myfelf, I refpeft what- 
^vef at all contributes to the happinefs of man-* 
kind, how fmall and infignificant foever it 
XMY appear. How wretched fhould we be, if 
we were to be robbed of the pleafant play of 
cur fancies ! The inhabitants of this country are 
cxtrenqiely angry, if you call them Bavarians. 

I had 
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1 had conceived to myfelf, that as their country 
is within that circle, they were as true Bava- 
rians as the Wirtembergers are Suabians ; but 
I was told that the comparifon with the Suabians 
did not hold, for that no particular part of Sua* 
bia is properly called Suabia ; whereas the circle 
of Bavaria, taking its name from the duke* 
dom which conftitutes the greateft part of it ; 
might as well have been called the circle of 
Saltfturg, All I can 'make out clearly from 
this is, that the Saltfburghers will have nothing 
to do with the Bavarians, whom they confider 
as infinitely inferior to them. Indeed it is 
true, that there is a little more tafte, a little 
more Jcavoir vivre, and a little lefs bigotry in 
this place, than in Bavaria; but the rating 
themfelves fo exceffively high, and degrading 
the Bavarians below the rank of wild beafts, is 
undoubtedly owing to the good fairy Phantafy* 
At leaft, the gentlemen and ladies ought to re- 
member, that if the horizon is a little clearer 
here, at prefent, than it is all around them, it 
is entirely owing to the prefent archbilhop, who, 
with his holy rod, has difpelled the magic dark- 
nefs of fuperftition in his domains. A revolution 
of the fame kind may raife the Bavarians much 
above what they now are in a fhort time. In- 
deed, there are.ftill fymptoms enough here of 

the 
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the darkncfs which totally overfpread the place 
fifteen or twenty years ago. The prifons allotted 
to ccclefiaftics have in them a prieft, who, 
fome time fince, in order to imprefs hi3 parifh 
with a greater hatred of fin, and a greater fear 
of the devil, drefled up the fchool-mafter of the 
place like Beelzebub, and in the midft of fer- 
vicc called him up from a hiding-place he had 
provided for him, to bear witnefs to the truth. 

This country is fingularly interefting to a bo* 
tanift, or mineralogilt ; but having the misfortune^ 
unluckily, to be very little known, the difcovery 
of the treafures contained in it is referved for fu- 
turity, when either a man of genius fiiall addidk 
himfelf to thefe purfuits, or the fwarm of idle 
travellers, who hover, like cock-chafers, alter- 
nately about the Appenines, the Alps, ^tna, 
and the Pyreneans, fliall at length for once take 
their flight to thefe parts, and by their cry ex- 
cite fome foreign genius to the talk. The Zil- 
lerthal is particularly rich in different forts of 
variegated ftones, and in many parts of the hills 
you meet with very fcarce European plants. In 
fine, there is room for weaving many an hy- 
pothefis on the plants of the hills, on the 
work and produftion of the waters in them, and 
on the revolutions of nature that may ftiU be 
cxpcdked. 

Before 
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Before I difmifs you, I rauft give you fome 
account of a marquifate in the Holy Romaa 
Empire, which hardly a geographer amongfl: 
us is acquainted with the exiftence of. It is th^ 
marquifate of Bercbtolfgaderij of which there is a 
fine view from the top of the Unterberge, which 
is its limit to the north. It confifts of a fmall 
narrow vale, encompafled around with rocks, 
and hardly contains 3000 fouls. The place is 
broken by fbme lakes, and the lower part of the 
hills is covered with deep woods. A few days 
ago, we had an excellent dinner in one of the 
large iflands of the lake, made up of fifli we 
had caught in it, fome exquifite venifon, 
and Tyrol wine. — Mark, that there is no defi- 
ciency of cooks in the moft diftant and fequef- 
tered nooks of this country. 

The nature of this country being favourable 
neither to agriculture nor pafture, the inhabi- 
tants have given themfelves to works of art, 
which fail mankind in no part of the earth, and 
are mighty and powerful enough to turn the 
hardeft ftones into bread. It is in thefe rejmote 
vallies that they make the greateft part of the 
toys, with which Nurenberg and Auglburg 
carry on fo confiderable a trade. The horfes 
with fpurs, little rafps, cuckows, wooden man- 
nakins, rats, and mice, and all the play-things 

for 
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for little children; alfo the crucifixes, ftraw 
quadrille boxes, powder and pomatum boxes^ 
and all the play- things for great children ; in a 
word, the greater part of the articles which go, 
amoi^ us, under the name of German toys, 
come out of this gulph. It is a pretty fight 
enough to behold two or three families, ga- 
4Jiered together in a hut, and to fee the great 
plump hands of the farmers occupied in giving a 
finifli to the fmalleft articles. There is occupation 
for the grey-headed, as well as for prattling 
infancy. The very fmall price for which the 
makers part with thefe commodities, makes it 
impoflible for them to accumulate riches; but 
they have enough, and are happy with it. Thefe 
good people little think that their prpdudions 
are brought to us, and that the Spaniards drive 
a very profitable trade with them, in both the 
Indies. A fmall part of thefe people alfo oc- 
cupy themfelves in fait making ; but as it muft 
all be carried through Bavaria, which abounds 
in the commodity, they part with it for a fong. 
In this article they fufi^r much from a powerful 
neighbour on the Saltfburg fide ; for Saltfturg 
has extended its fait mines far beyond the limits 
that part the two countries ; and though the mar- 
quis has made feveral remonftrances, no body 

has attended to his complaints. 

Befides 
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Befides this country, the marquis of Bertichf' 
gal den pofTefTes fome eftates in Auftria and Ba*- 
variaj the value of which altogether may 
amount to about 60,000 guilders per annum s 
but the dtfiipation of former marquifi^ has oc* 
calioned the contradion of a large debt« 


LETTER XVII. 

Paflaw. 

I SAILED hither from Saltfburg, on the 
Saltza and Inn. Water journies have great 
allurements for me^ . from the variety of com^ 
pany one generally meets with in them. The 
yeffel was very full as far as Burghaufen. Here 
a great part of my companions got out, to go on 
a pilgrimage to the neighbouring Ottingen^ 
The pilgrims confifted of a great number of 
young perfons of both fexes, who feemed to 
have far other ptirpofes than thofe of expiating 
their old offences. As we fpent the night to- 
gether at the inn at Burghaufen, I had oppor- 
tunity enough to fee that there would be a great 
weight added to the former load. 

There ftill remained company enough on 
board for niy entertainment. I met with no 
great entertainment from fome Auftrian recruits, 

and 
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and fome ftudents, who were going awajr 
for the vacation : blit a gnadige frau *, from 
Saltfburg, who was going to Vienna, with a 
view of getting into a cook's or chambermaid's 
place, which her rank did not fuflrer to accept 
of in her own country, made up to me, and was 
very good company. This good girl fo entirely 
won my heart by her ingenuity, her tafte, her 
good heart, and her variety of knowledge, that 
I defired fhe would call upon me at Vienna, and 
let me know in what I could ferve her. A 
young woman, who leaves home for the firft time, 
muft feel herfelf fadly diftreffed in the midft of 
a large city. 

We paffed the boundaries that part Auftria 
ftnd Bavaria. The fmall part of Bavaria to our 
right, which has lately come into the poffeffion of 
the Auftrians, does not make more than thirty- 
eight German miles, and hardly contains 60,000 
men. The revenue it furniflies is about 18,000 
rix-dolJars, fo that it hardly feems worth the 
eighth part of the expence which Auftria has 
been at in the attempt to gain it. The views, 
however, which this court had in this undertak- 
ing, are far more extenfive than was thought by 
the court of Verfailles, where the whole was con- 

fidered 

* Titled woman. 
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fidered as a difpute about a nutihell. This is 
not the firft time that the King of PruQia has 
been obliged to apprize our wife minifter of the 
coniequences which the fteps of certain courts 
would draw after them, confequcnces which 
would otherwife certainly have been over- 
looked. When the Court of Auftria found the 
King of Pruffia as formidable an adverfary 
with hU petty ^s with his fword> and were com- 
pelled by the light given to Ruflia, to have 
rccourfc to negociation, they pretended that 
they wanted to make the Inn under Waffenburg 
the limit betwixt Bavaria and their dominions, 
and from thence to penetrate into Bohemia by 
the Ifer, the Danube^ and the Upper Pala- 
tinate ; and in return for this they propofed to 
icede fome of their poffeflions in Suabia, to the 
Court of Munich. Our tpinifter the Baron de 
Breteuil would gladly have confented to this 
exchange i but the accyrate knowledge which 
the King of Pruflia had of the advantages and 
iituation pf thefe countries, enabled him to 
open the eyes of our court and of Ruflia. 
He fhewed them that. Auftrian Suabia could 
Jbe no equivalent for a great part of Bavaria, 
t)ecaure the income which the Auftrian country^ 
yielded was already the highcft that could be 
got from iti wherea$ the lands in Bavaria, confi- 
vbL. I, O dering 
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dering the bad cultivation of them at that 
time, might cafily be made capable of 
producing much more than what they were 
cftimated at. He fhewcd them that Auftria 
would be a confiderable gainer by the ex- 
change, which would efFeftually put it in pof- 
feflion of Bavaria, by giving it the falt-pits 
at Reichelhall, and the trade for the Saltfburg 
falts ; that by this means it would not only 
poffcfs itfelf of the remainder of Bavaria, but 
render Suabia, and a great part of Switzerland 
dependant on it for a very important commo- 
dity ; that Saltfburg and Paflau would, in faft, 
though not in appearance, become dependant 
on the Court of Vienna, and that finally the 
Palatina\:e, rcftrained as it already is, by die 
poiTeflions of Auftria on all fides of it, would 
have no power at all, and be entirely unable 
to make any efforts whatever. 

Thefe reprefentations were attended with fuch 
cfFcft, that the Emperor was obliged to put off 
the making bis German dominions /quare, to a 
more favourable opportunity. I am of opinion, 
however, that fooner or later Bavaria muft 
bow to the Auftrian yoke, however re- 
luftant it may be to the operation. As a 
citizen of the \f Drid, and a friend to mankind, 

who. 
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who, when the fate of a large country is at ftake, 
always confidcr more the advantage of my 
fellow creatures than any other circumftance 
whatever, I wifh that this alteration may foon 
take place, A much better government than 
they at prefent have, or are likely to poffefs 
whilft they remain a feparate people, would 
not put the Bavarians in poffeflion of the 
advantages they may ex|)e£t from the uniting 
with Auftria; the natural confequences of* 
which will be certain peace, a much more ex- 
tenfive outlet for all their country produces^ 
and the enjoyment of many things which pro- 
vidence has denied to them, but beftowed plen- 
tifully upon Auftria. Now, if you add to all 
thcfe permanent and perpetual bleffings, the 
prefent good to be expefted from the fyflem of" 
government adopted by the family which now 
fits on the Imperial throne, the well wilhers of 
Bavaria cannot help hoping to fee the pretcn- 
fions of that court enforced by a mightier arm, 
PafTau is a very miferable, and^ thoie part^ 
only excepted which lie about the DantibCi 
and near the refidence of the Prince, a very ill 
.built town. It relies for fubfiftencc on the 
court, (the income of which is eftimated at 
about 220>ooo florins, or 2 2,000 1.) and on 
the canons, whofe benefices are fome of the fat* 

o a teft 
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teft in all Germany. A flail here is fuppofcd 
to be worth more than 3000 florins per annum > 
whereas thofe of Saltfburg are not worth more 
than 2600. But befides this, it is to beconfider- 
cd that almoft every canon poffcffes two, three, 
or four prebends, and is a member of one or 
more of the Chapters of Saltfburg, Augfburgh, 
Ratifbon, and other places ; fo that there arc few 
canons in Germany whofe incomes are not more 
than 5000 florins ^^r annum. The inhabitants of . 
thefe fcvcral holy cities are all much alike, as 
drinking and wenching are their great occupa- 
tions ; and the poverty and good humour, which 
feldom fcM-fake thofe who are thus addidted, 
render them affable, obfcquious, and humble. 
The cathedral is a fine Gothic building, which 
well deferves to befeen. The jurifdiftion of 
the bifhop, who is dependant only on the Pope,^ 
extends almoft to Vienna> but his authority in 
Aufl:ria is already very much limitied. In time 
it will be confined to his own doors, as the 
Imperial Court do judge by what it has al- 
ready done on the fide of Venice) feems deter- 
mined to render its territory as independent as 
msiy be, of all foreign fpiritual jurifdiftion. 
There are fine china manufaftures and pot- 
teries in this country ; the produce of the for- 
mer IB carried as far as the Rhine. 

Some 
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Some writers upon Switzerland have contended, 
that the Danube rifes in this country, and not in 
Suabia. Their principal reafon for faying fb is, 
that where the Inn joins the Danube at this place, 
the firft (rfthcfe two ftrcams has a greater body of 
water than the other. Supppfe for a naoment 
the fa£^ to be true, flill it would be a difpute 
of words i for who will refufe. the public the 
privilege of calling a river by whatever name 
it pleafes? Let it be called what it will at 
its fource, the river Brege in the Black 
Foreft, which when it meets the Danube is cer- 
tainly much the largeft of the two, is never- 
thelefs obliged to give up its name to it : — but 
the very plea on which the Swifs ground their 
prctenfions is only a deception. It is impof- 
liblc to take a very fmall part of any river 
from a given place for the full meafure of it's 
grcatnefs. The difference of foil in the bed, 
a ftronger ftream, and a variety of other cir- 
cumftances, make the, mafs of water in a river 
very different at different places. Here, 
when the Danube meets the Inn, the former 
is cramped up by hills ; whereas the other run- 
ning free, is of courfe much wider. But the 
Danube contains far more water upon equal 
ground^ and far above Ratifbon, before it has 

o 3 received 


198 TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 

received the great rivers Allmuh, Nob, Regen, 
and Zier, is already a much mightier river 
than the Inn, which does not gain a great deal 
by the acceflion of the very unfteady and ir- 
regular Salcza, betwixt Waflenburg and 
Infpruck. Without doubt, therefore, Suabia 
has the honour of being the birth place of the 
mighty Danube, with which only the Volga 
amongft the European rivers can meafure 
itfelf. If you come now to compare the whole 
courfe of the two rivers (which join here), from 
the fource to the place of meeting, the Inn, 
by reafon of its windings, certainly runs over 
more ground, but it is not to be compared 
with the Danube for width. Till it comes 
under Chuffllein the Inn flows in a very nar- 
row valley ; whereas the Danube domineers 
over the whole plain of Suabia and Bavaria. 
The lUer and the Lech, by having run into the 
Danube during a long way, foon become as 
confiderable as the Inn is at Infpruck. This 
laft river being confined to a very narrow val • 
ley receives no nourifhment but from fmall 
(Ireams -, whilft the Danube gathers all the fat- 
nefs of one of the richeft land$ poffible in water, 
during d, length of upwards of forty, and a 
jDfcadth of tvjrcnty miles. 

The courfe I have hitherto purfued in my 
journey through Germany has carried me through 

three 
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three large plains refpeftively watered by 
the Rhine, the Neckar, and the Danube. 
The firft of thefe is bounded by the 
Bogefian hills and the Black Foreft, which 
run parallel from North to South. By the 
Black Foreft it is covered froni the cold Eaft 
winds, and the different arms of thefe parallel 
hills, likewife, defend it from the ungentle in- 
fluences of the North. It enjoys an even and 
temperate climate, which allows the vine- 
yards to ripen admirably. The plain of the 
Neckar is of die fame temperature as this laft : 
But the immenfe plain of the Danube lies ex- 
pofed to the blaft of every wind under heaven. 
The greateft part of it is expofed to the North 
and North-Eaft, as is vifible by the courfe of 
the Rivers lUer, Lech, and the Ifer. Here 
Father Bacchus's power can avail nothing 
againft the fiercenefs of Boreas and the North, 
Many attempts have been made to plant vines 

on the Ifer and Danube below Ratifbon, but 

« 

hitherto they have only produced grapes for 
eating J I believe that this whole trad of coun- 
try is too full of wood and water for the vine 
to ripen in it. But after all, what was Suabia 
and the country about the Rhine in the times 
of Tacitus ? Little did the Romans think that 
the vine could grow in Germanv. Did they not 

Q 4 even 
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even doubt whether fruit could grow there? 
And yet Suabia now produces lordly vinesj 
which may difpute for excellence with the 
Falernian, and all the Roman wines ; and the 
(till wilder Bavaria has plenty of good corn. 

The fa£i: is> that the air of a CQuntry changes 
with the cultivation ; the drying up of marlhes 
renders it warmer. The evaporation^ too, occa- 
fioned by numbers who live together, may work 
on the air. No doubt but in time iliil more fuc- 
cefsful experiments with the grape will be 
made in Bavaria. The (lopes of the Hills on 
the left fide of the Danube, betwixt this |dace 
and Ratiibon, promife a good place to plant 
the vine in, as they are well guarded from the 
noxious winds $ and the wine, which is actually 
made in the country about Pailku, truly merits 
the name of wine. 

This large vale of the. Danube, which 
at this place is covered to the right by the 
arm of Bavaria, and to the left by the Styrian 
hills, produces likcwife the beft kind of corn. 
It would very eafily nouriih as many men 
again as it a£kually does. Corn is often fo cheap 
in Bavaria, as hardly to pay the farmer for the 
trouble of railing it : one hundred and feventy 
pounds of rye are frequently fold for about two 
florins. 

Navigation 
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Navigation is by no means fo well under- 
ftood in this country as it is upon the Upper 
Rhine ; they do not yet underftand how to fail 
according to the dire<£tion of the river, Moft of 
the veflfels which go by here come from 
Rati/bon and Uhn : they are without decks or 
mails ; they are built only of fir boards, and are 
fold again either at Vienna or clfcwhcrc. The 
Emperor has promifed great rewards to fuch 
matters of veflels as will build their veffels like 
thofc on the Rhine ; but in this, as in every 
thing elfe, it is difficult to make the mechanical 
part of the public tread the track they have 
Aot been accuftomed to. 

As the navigation of the upper parts of the 
river is not yet eftabliflied, there is often a want 
of horfes at particular ftages, fo that you are 
frequently obliged to hire horfes for the whole 
journey, though there are feveral places in 
which you might do very well without them. 
The veffels on the Rhine have the convenience 
of being a;ble to go fometimes with two, and 
fometimes with fix horfes, according as the 
wind and ftreams happen to be favourable. 
They are obliged for this to the conftant navi- 
gation of the river, which enables the people 
who inhabit the fliore to have hackney horfes 
at finall diftances from each other. ^ Some of 

thefe 
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thefe obftacles m\\ fall away of themfeltres as 
foon as the commerce of the country about the 
Danube grows more confiderablc j thelargeft 
Clip which goes from this place to Vienna 
carries 2000 quintals, which is about the load 
of a two-mafted veflcl. Farewell. 


LETTER XVIII. 

Lintz. 

T Waited at Paffau for the veffel that goes 
^ every week from Ratifbon, and meant to 
have gone as far as Vienna in her ; but the 
people ftopt fo often in the calmeft weather,under 
pretence of fearing an approaching ftorm, that 
my patience was quite worn out. I could very 
well fee that their true motive in flopping 
thus often, was to get rid of fome of their con- 
traband goods in the fmall places on the coaft. 
Befides this, my company had but fmall charms 
for me ; it confided of a number of mechanics, 
who worked their paffage, and of farmers 
daughters, who were going to Vienna for a fer- 
vice. Many of thefe were obvioufly with child, 
and feemed to have left their country in order 
to be delivered, with lefs (hame andexp^iice, in 

the 
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the hofpital at Vienna. Auftria is generally fup- 
plicd with a plentiful number of recruits of 
this kind fronri this fide. Such fociety not being 
at all to my mind, and on the other hand the 
city of Lifitz, with the country round, prefenting 
a fair profpeft of amufement, I could not rcfift 
the temptation of giving up a few days to 
become better acquainted with it. 

At Engellhaftzell our baggage was fearched. 
Every thing was condufted in the beft order 
poffible, and with a great deal of gentlenefs ; 
the putting the cuftom-houfe feals to the mer- 
chandize of our veflel took up a whole day. 
It is ftill a riddle to me how the fhip's company 
contrived to pafs their contraband commodities 
(of the exiftence of which I was well affured) ; 
for the cuftom-houfe officers did not appear to 
rne to be of a fort to fuffer themfelvcs to be 
bribed : as for me, the fearcbers direfted their 
whole attention to my books; they took away 
from me Young's Night Thoughts, which I had 
p]urchafed,out of compaflion, from a poor ftudent 
at Saltlburg, but fuffered Gibbon's Works to 
pafs. ' You know the laft. The firft is an 
excellent Chriftian, but his inveftive, notagainft 
the Catholics in general, but againft thofe only 
who would not allow him to bury his child, 
has placed him amongft the Machiavcls, Spino-i 
;&as^ and BoiingbrokcSt 

How 
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How ridiculous a thing does eveiy indtK 4x* 
purgatmus in the world appear^ when one fees^ 
as one often doeSj that the bare title often 
damns a book ; and when one confiders^ that no 
cdiege of cenibrs upon earth is equal to the 
talk of reading over all the books that come 
4Mt, ib as to be able to give timely orders 
for flopping them on the frontiers of the coun- 
try ! Gibbon is a declared enemy to religion^ 
and yet has been able to make his way into 
Auftria ! 

In trudi>*this is the only weak part of the 
Imperial government. The prohibition of 
books only ferves to raife their price in the 
country. In Switzerland^ as well as at Infpruck^ 
Saltiburg, and many other places^ I was z(- 
fured, that large quantities of forbidden books 
were every year introduced into Auftria from 
this fide of the frontier. Officers of the firft 
rank, prefidents, and counfellors, take a fhare 
in this trade s nor has the prohibition any other 
effect than making a Baile's Didionary (for 
inftance), the true price of which is five gui- 
neas> fell at Vienna for i oo thaler s ; and for 
this price you may have enough of them. No 
doubt the fame trade is carried on, from the 
Saxon and Silefian fides of the country. 
Asi (bon as you fet your foot on Auftrian ground, 

5 you 
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you begin to find that another fyftem of gon 
vernment prevails from what you have lately 
been accuftomed to fee. 

The farmers* houfes, their clothing, their 
tools, their agriculture, every thing about 
them, is better than in Bavaria. Yefterday, 
1 faw fome farmers gcnng to market in calafhes.' 
They had all the appearance of rich Englifb^ 
or North-Holland farmers. Their looks, their 
well fed horfes, and their whole apparatus, be- 
fpoke a degree of opulence, which their long, 
brown, but very neat coats ; their large ihoes 
without buckles > and their large fhort cut hats^ 
did not feem to promife. They call thefe far- 
mers here, landers^ and their great numbers 
do the legiflature much credit. You meet, in- 
deed, now and then with beggars, who folicit 
your compaflion for a bride or bridegroom juft 
married; but this is more a compliance with an 
old eftabliflied cuftom of the country than a 
matter of necelTity. The large grey or black 
felt hats, as well as their whole clothing, make 
the farmers* daughters look very handfome. 

Upper Auftria is fliut out from the fruftify- 
ing weft and fouth winds by large hills, and 
even the cleanfing north is forbid entrance by 
the Bohemian mountains. Only the eaft 

has free entrance iiJto it; nor can a coun- 

try 
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try that has fo much water be otherwifc tfeatii 
very moift. The number of hills and woods 
too are very favourable to agriculture, fo that 
the riches of the country confift chiefly in paf- 
tures, in fait, and apples, the quantity of which 
fupplies the want of wine. 

The fituation of Lintz, which is the capital 
of this country, is extremely beautiful. From 
Schlofsberg, which is on the weft-fide of the 
city, you command a magnificent view of an 
immenfe plain to the right of the Danube. 
This is terminated to the fouth by the lofty 
hills of Styria, whofe heads often top the 
clouds. The city, which is on this fide the 
Danube, rifes direftly over againft you, like a 
magnificent amphitheatre. The femicircle of 
beautiful high hills, by which it is encompaffed, 
extend to the Danube. The deep white 
ground of thefe hills is thick covered with 
villages and houfes, and amidft the hanging 
woods pn the fide, there are fome caftles which 
make a very fine appearance. The majeftic 
Danube gives ftill more grandeur, life^ and 
variety to this beautiful profpedt. 

The city is very handfome. It is built al- 

moft entirely of freeftone. There is fo much 

induftry^ happinefs, and profperity, among the 

<^leven thoufand inhabitants who dwell in it^ as 

4 to 
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to make the Bavarian cities appear like fo many 
poor-houfes, in comparifon of it. There are 
feveral confiderable manufaftures here, and the 
trade of the city is very extenfive. There is 
very good company to be met with amongfl: 
the numerous and poliftied nobility, the officers 
who are conftantly quartered here, and the fe- 
veral profeflbrs of the place. The city is open 
on all fides, and the town and country feem 
fo united^ that, if my fpirit of knight errantry 
would allow it, I would pitch my tent, and lay 
up my travelling ftafF here. The nobility of 
the place chiefly confifts of families, whofe 
inconxes arc too fmall to allow of their living 
creditably at Vienna. One advantage, which 
arifes from this, is, that they abate much of 
the hauteur y which renders the conversation of 
the Upper German nobility in general fo un- 
bearable. 

The young women of this place have much 
better manners, more reading, and are in all 
refpefts better qualified to appear with advan- 
tage in fociety than the Bavarian dames 5 but 
they lofe in body what they gain in mind. 
Their general want of colour, and their faded 
looks, in which are fo ftrong a contrail to the 
animated open countenances of the others, are 
commonly attributed to the waters, and damp 

of 


208 TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANt. 

of the place ; but I am of opinion that the evil 
lies elfewherc. A large garrifon feldom con- 
tributes to the health of young women. The 
drels of the women of the lower rank is the 
liandfotneft I have ever feen; Their conftitu* 
tions feem to be very warm, which explains 
the flirivelled ftate of their bodies. 

The treatment of ftrangers here does not 
correfpond with the foftncfs and gentlenefs of 
manner^ which the Auftrian government aSbmes 
in every thing elfe. We were carried like pri- 
foners from the veffel to the guard-room, 
where I was obliged to wait above half an hour^ 
in a ftinking room, before the officer, who had 
the appearance of an inquifitor, had examined 
the feveral mechanicsi and was at leifure to 
expedite my paffporr. This gentleman feem- 
cd to me to have it much more at heart to 
make recruits, than to recommend hinrrfelf to 
his fuperidrs by his good treatment of ftrangers. 

Happening to have left my tobacco-box 
on board, Y took a walk in fcarch of it, 
through a very pleafant country, to the 
place where I knew the veflel muft ftop. I 
arrived juft as fome lower officers, with very 
fierce and furly countenanccsi were got on 
board, once more to vifit the mechanics, who 
imagined they had been difpatched at Lint^. 

They 
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They took away two Bohemians, under the 
pretence that the natives were not allowed to 
go from one province to another without a 
Ipecial permiffion. The men were indeed foon 
releafed on (hewing their pafles, but in the 
interval the veffel had failed, and the men were 
obliged to walk feveral miles before they could 
come up with it again. The objeft of the 
foldiers was certainly to oblige thefe good 
people, by their delay, to cnlift. A traveller in 
France, be his rank what it may, has no impe- 
diments of this kind to apprehend. As foon 
as his pafs is fealed, and his trunk fearchcd, 
nothing more can flop him. I was Handing 
this morning on the banks of the river, to fee 
them unload a veffel from Ulm, on board 
which I mean to take my paffagc to-morrow. 
Amongft the paffengers were two of our coun- 
trymen, the one an elderly man, who was 
going to Vienna to get his bread as a lan- 
guage mafter ; the other ^frijeur. A fergcant, 
with his bavonet fixed, alked them for their 
pafs, which he tore out of their hands, with a 
ferocity I was not at all furprifed at, becaufe 
I knew it was natural to him. The language- 
xnafler was offended at it, and muftered all his 
German together, in order to make the foldier 
fenfible of his importance. TThough the fer- 
YQL, I. P jeant 
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jcant could not make a word out of what the 
poor Frenchman would have faid, yet the viva- 
city of the manner having made him conjec- 
ture it muft be fomething'not fufficiently re- 
fpeftful, he gave the other a punch in the ribs 
with the bayonet. On this, the Frenchman 
appealed to the fpeftators, and told them, that 
people were not thus treated in his country; 
but the only anfwer he got for this remon- 
ftrance, was from one of the mob, who advifed 
him, if that was the cafe, in future to ftay at 
home. — Such treatment does not prepoffefs a 
flranger, who happens to have no opportunity 
of feeing better company, with a very favour- 
able opinion of the country. 

Remonftrances in general are but ill received 
here. The omnipotent ftick is ever ready to 
anfwer interrogatories 5 and a man foon per- 
ceives, in every occurrence^ that he i^ come into 
a military government, the foundation of which 
h abfplute fubordination, It is true, that per- 
fons of a certain rank are not expofed to this 1 
but what then? It appears tome, that what- 
ever be the condition, or ft^tion, man owes to 
man good will and civility. Amongft us the 
leaft'fpldier is open to rcmonftrance, and an- 
iwers it as well as he is able. Every body 
ff cms eager to fliew the ftranger that they take 

inter^ft 
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mtereft in his fate, that they are glad to fee him 
in their coointiy, and that they have a pride ia 
giving him as good an opinion of them as 
poflible. The reafon why we were treated with 
more civility at Engelhaftzell, is, becaufe it is 
a frontier town, and there are no troops quar- 
tered there; on account of the fear there is of de- 
fcrtion ; (o the civil officers are obliged to give 
good words : but here, when the air refounds with 
the ftrokes of the corporal's ftick, every look 
of the loweft fervant muft be confidercd as a 
command.— Brother, in what regards polite- 
nefs and humanity, a Frenchman has a right 
to be proud. This is no prejudice. In the 
other nations of Europe, civility is confined 
within the very fmall circle of the higher ordersj 
but we muft do our common people the honor 
to allow that it is by no means fo with us.-^As 
for the boafted freedom of fpeech of fome of 
our neighbours, it is often no more than a fero^ 
city, and wildnefs of manner, produced by a 
very bad education. 

Our boat was built after the model of Noah's 
ark s it had no windows to it, was decked all 
over, and the men, beafts, merchandize, and 
vermin, were packed up together in it without 
any diftinftion. The quarterdeck fupplied the 
place of a cabin. 

pa A high 
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A high pile of chcfts of fugar formed die 
inner wall of this^ and on one fide of it there 
was a little opefiing Jieft, which they called a 
window, but through which there hardly cvne 
light enough to Ihew that it wa» day. There 
was another opening made on the fide of the 
foredeck length- ways, about the middle of the 
veffcl, not large enough to let a dov^e fly in 
with an olive branch. Through this* with 
very imminent danger of life, we were obliged 
to do our necefllties. 

As there was no outlet to thefe chacSj nor 
any cabin boys on board to clean then), yoo 
may conceive what balfamic exhalations every 
now and then filled the boat, efpeciaUy as it 
happened to be uncommonly full of pa(Fe»gers» 
I lay for the greateft part of the time ftretched 
out on the roof of this ark, but was forced to 
cling very clofe to the edge of it, that I might 
not be plunged into the water, by the leaft 
motion arifing from the change of the rudder, 
or by running on ground. It. is, I aflure you, 
no fmall exercife to fecure the ftet |voperIy in 
thefe expeditions. The beautiful profpeft I 
enjoyed made the journey tolerable^ From 
Paflaw hither, the bank^ of the Danube are 
covered with the hills which furrouod riie 
plains of Auftria. Thefe hills fbaad » general 

fo 
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fo near each otherj that it is only in a very fe^ 
places that you can call the fpace between 
them a plain ; in many places they hang ovet 
the river like broken walls. Notwithftanding this, 
the fiiores are well inhabited and wonderfully 
cultivated. It is true^ that between Lintz and 
this placej which are diftant from each other 
twenty-eight German miles, you meet with no 
great cities, but there are many fmall ones, and 
a great number of villages and meadows, all 
which fhew that the inhabitants are much at 
their eafe. 

What afforded mt the greateft pleafure was 
the winding of the river; fometimes we coafted 
along vallies encompaffed with hills, the flopcs 
ef which were gentle enough to admit of culti- 
vation to the very top. The fore-ground of the 
beautiful perfpeftive exhibited either a well 
cultivated village or a large meadow, the white 
of which contrafted, Angularly, with the dark 
groves of the broken mountain behind.-— And 
now the boat comes nearer and nearer to this 
place, ^hich fhuts in the whole profpeft, and 
feeitis to fwim upon the water j now we are only 
a hundred paces diftant from it, without being 
able to difcover on what fide the ftream will 
wind out of the vale. We fear to run aground 
on the walls of a town, or to put into the ftreets 
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of a village, when at once a profpeft of a quite 
different kind opens to our right i the river 
turns by a (harp corner out of the clear vale, 
into a narrow, wild, obfcure glen. This is like 
being carried at once out of niid-day into the 
darkeft night; for the perpendicular high hills 
and groves on each fide do not faffer the day 
to break through. But the back-ground is co- 
vered by a thick darknefs, which hardly allows 
of diftinguifbing the tops of the high hills from 
the deep blue of the fky. The fore-ground is 
filled with a dark-grey, which agrees wonder- 
. fully with the colour and figure of the hills and 
woods. No noife breaks the ilillnefs which 
reigns in this folitary vale, fave the far-found- 
ing ftrok'e of a wood- cutter in a neighbouring 
wood, or the fong of fome bird. And now we 
are approaching the end of this frightful pro- 
ipeft, and expedl to be reftored to day through 
fome fubterraneous paffage, but the fcenery 
grows darker and darker, and the way we are 
to get out appears more and more a riddle to 
us: with anxious looks we feek for an opening 
in th^ rocks, by which we are imprifoned on all 
fides i-— when lo ! as if by a ftroke of a fairy^s 
wand, there opens a chearful landfcape on the 
left, to the fight of which we are introduced 
through a narrow gulph. Our ravilhed eyes now 

wander 
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wander over the beautiful hills, the various 
ivoods, the numberlefs villages, the caftlesand 
country houfes, the vineyards and gardcnsj 
which during a long traft are reflefted by the 
river. In this manner the profpeft is always 
changing, the variety being fuch as leaves you 
more to expeft in every change, and always 
gives more than it had promifed. 

I had two adventures on board of this con- 
veyance, which turned out like the famous 
wind-mill bufinefs of the renowned Don Quix- 
ote. I am almoft afliamed to give an account 
of them. In my way here, through Ulm and 
the other cities, I had heard fo much of the 
danger of paffing the fall and whirlpool of the 
Danube, that I had thought of throwing you 
and Nannette into no fmall terrors, by, the dc- 
fcription of the perils I had undergone. But 
you may now be at reftj my dear children, 
though I fhould have this Scylla and Charib- 
dis to encounter a hundred times. The fall is 
a fpot in which the river, having been confined 
for a time betwixt two high hills, breaks with 
an impetuous noife over a wall of rocks, which 
meet it direftly in its courfe. This founds very 
terrible ; but towards the right fide of the river, 
the ftream has worn thefe rocks fo much, that 
even at this time, when the water is lower than 
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evf I? it was known to be in the memory of man^ 
the largcft veffel may fail over, without being 
expoftd to any danger. Poflibly, Ibnie hundred 
years ago, there might have been fome riik, 
and tiu% may have made this place (q famous ia 
all the fouchern parts of Germany, and in all 
the relations of voyage writers and geographers j| 
but atprefent there is a great noife about nothing, 
and the inceflant flowing of the ftream will foon 
do away even the name of this frightful place. 
The country about the fall is wild and romantic 
to a degree* A broken rock, in appearance 
like a fquare tower, ftands about twenty paces 
from the ibore, in the midft of the roaring flood. 
The common paflTage is betwixt this rock and 
the Ihore, They have erefted a crofs on this 

r • 

natural caftle, to which the travellers addrefs 
their prayers : it makes a very pi6turefque ap- 
pearance amidfl: the wild briars that furround it. 
— ^Upon the whole, I waa much more amufed 
with the beauties of the country, than frightened 
with the danger of the place. 

We left the whirlpool*, which is met with 
foon after the fall, about twelve to fifteen paces on 
the right, without being afFefted by any o( its 

* The German words are, Wirbel and Strindel. They 
probably mean one and the fame thing. 
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undulatioha. Commonly there is room for more 
veflels than one to pafs betwixt it and the ihore^ 
without any danger : {b that when the matter 
carries his paflengers through it, it is only done 
to impreis them with needlefs terrors. When 
th€ water is dcepeft and ftrongeft, it cannot fuck 
in a velTel carrying a moderate burthen ; but is 
only dangerous to the fmall craft which obfti- 
ziately pertift in going through it. As far as I 
CQuki fee, it is not above twenty feet in circum- 
ference. — To fum up all, neither of thefe places 
ar« as dangerous as many parts of the Mofelle^ 
the Macfe, the Rhone, the Loire, and the 
Rhine, which yet are commonly paffed by with* 
out any apprehenfions. 

A great variety of circumCbances concur to 
excite an idea of danger in both thefe parts of 
the Danube. Low mechanics are fond of 
fpeakicig of them, and magnifying the danger, 
that they may increafe their own importance in 
having gone through it. Others, more fimple, 
who come to the place with ftrong conceits of 
what they arc to meet with there, are fo ftruck 
with the wildnefs of the profpeft, and the roar- 
ing of the water, that they begin to quake and 
tretnble before they have feen any things — But 
the mafters of veflels are thofe who moft effec- 
tually keep up the impofition* They make the 

paflages 
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pafiages a pretence for raifing the price of the 
freight, and when you are paft them, the 
fteerfman goes round with his hat in his hand 
to coUcft money from the paflengers, as a reward 
for having conduded them fafely through fuch 
perilous fpots. When our mafter (who yet very 
well knew how much it was for his intcreft to 
keep up the credit of his monfters) faw how 
little attention I paid to them, he affured me, 
in confidence, that during the twenty years he 
had failed on the Danube, he had not heard of 
a fingle accident. There is infinitely more dan- 
ger from the many wooden bridges which the 
veffels muft neceflarily pafs through. The 
arches of thefe are, for the moft part, fo clofe 
to each other, that there is hardlyroom enough 
for a' large veflel to pafs betwixt them. The 
common paffage-boat, which has travellers and 
valuable wares on board, has nothing to fear, 
both becaufe the fides of thefe veffels are fo high, 
that they cannot eafily fhip water, and becaufe 
the people belonging to the vcffel, and who arc 
to anfwer for the goods, take care that they 
(hall not be expofed to danger ; but from the 
inn at Stein, where we flopped to take a view 
of tjie cloifter of Molk, and the country round 
about us, we faw three Ihips laden with wood 
fink under the bridge. The few failors which 

were 
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were on board jumped into a wherry, and en- 
deavoured to take in as much of the wood, with 
which the Danube is covered on every part, as 
they could. The fides of thefe fhips are hardly 
more than a few inches higher than the furface 
of the river, and the leaft joftle they meet with 
makes them ihip water enough to fink them. 

The gatherers of wood are miferable people, 
who can get nothing by any handicraft. Their 
wretched (hips are of no value, and in cafe of 
accidents, the men can always fave themfelves 
on board the fmall boats, which they have in tow 
for the purpofe. — Mod of the mifcarriages arc 
to be afcribed to their wantonnefs. 

Throughout the whole of this journey, we 
met with very good and very cheap inns. There 
are no men waiters in thefe parts, but their duty 
is done by young women, who feem ready for 
•more fervices than one. — ^There reigns through- 
out an excefiive cleanlinefs, and a high degree 
of eafe and profperity. 

Paris by no means ftrikes the eye fo magnifi- 
cently as Vienna does, when you approach the 
latter by the river. At a diftance of a few miles 
you firfl: difcover the liigh tower of St. Ste- 
phens, in a narrow vale, through which the 
ftream winds. The windings of the vale foon 
remove the tower from the eyes of the traveller, 

who 
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who ftill looks eagerly for the place where the 
immenfe pyramid^ now vanifhedi pointed out to 
him the habitation of the Casfars. Soon aft«r^ 
high hills covered with vineyards clofe up this 
vale^ when to the left there opens an immenfe 
plain^ in which, by degrees, the traveller dif- 
covers a part of the city : the right is covered 
with hills, partly wooded, and partly cultivated, 
which come down to the river. The magnifi- 
cence of this beautiful fpot is much improved 
by the royal cloifter of Neuburg. At length 
you conae to a flrait rock, which hangs al- 
moft down upon the flood below. On the top 
of this there is a cloifter, and at the bottom the 
beauteous village of RufdorfF, which you almoft 
take for one of the fuburbs of Vienna* When 
once you h^ve pafTed the rock, the capital oc- 
cupies the whde horizon. Its feveral parts com- 
mend themfelves the more to the eye, from their 
being at great diftances from each other, and 
many of them fituated on high eminences. The* 
number of large buildifigs, the noife that broke 
upon my ears from all fides, and the foreft, as 
it were, of houfes, made my heart beat, not- 
withftanding all the pains I could take to think 
of Horace's Nil Admiraru 

When we landed, my trunks underwent ano- 
ther fearch by the cuftom-houfe oiEcers. This 

2 pafTed 
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paficd over without any difagreeable circum* 
ftancesy as ibey did not take the trouble to in* 
fpeft my pockets, which I had filled with for- 
bidden books.-*^Thc journey from Lintz hither 
lafted fix days, though it is commonly performed 
in two. The reafon aflSgned by the failors was 
the ufualoncj of contrary winds ; but I knew 
the true caufe to be, the contraband goods they 
had on board. The journey from Ratifboa 
hither cofts two ducats; one of which pays 
your paffage, and the other your provifions, 
which CQflfift of fre(h fifli, fait meat, and fomc 
vegetables. When tke weather is fine, you may 
ileep OA board without inconvenience. Cheap^ 
however, as this joyrney of fifty-fix German 
niiles feems to be at firft fight, 1 did not find 
my account in it i the frequent and long -^cp^ 
pages of the (hip obliging me to live much oa 
ibore, and to fpei&d my time and money at 
inns. 

The bcft way, when you are fortunate enougii 
to meet with connpany at Ulm or Ratifbon, is to 
purchafe a fmall decked veficl^ which you 
Oiay have for fixty or feventy guilders, tnd 
which will hold fifteen or fixteen people. Th« 
veflel may be fold again at Vienna, often widi 
profit, and you perff^trm your journey in fouTj^ 
five, or at moft lix days i whereas a, G€»nmoa 

vclTel 
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veffel is fourteen, and often fixtcen days in going 
the journey. Three or four failors, and a good 
fteerfman, will think thcmfelves fufficiently paid 
for their trouble, if, when you come to youi^ 
journey's end, you give them the veffel. 
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LETTER XIX. 

YO U have no idea, dear brother, of the 
trouble I had to provide myfelf with a 
proper habitation. I ran about the city three 
whole days with my laquais de place, before I 
could get houfed. It is not here as at Paris, 
where there is an office in every part of the city, 
giving an account of what houfes or lodgings 
are to let, and for what price. Here every 
owner of a houfe puts up a bill before his door, 
ftating very circumftantially what rooms he 
has empty. As the houfes confift of five or 
fix dories, and each ftory has an owner, who 
may have a room or an apartment vacant, you 
often find the doors of the houfes plaftered all 
over with advertifements, and may be near half 
an hour reading, before you get the information 
you want to arrive at. 

5 The 
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The firft room I faw was up four pair of 
ftairs. The looks of it did not difpleafe mc; 
but as fbon as I heard that the owner was a 
Gnadige Berry I faid, in French, to my laquaii, 
'^ Away, I will have nothing to do with a gnadige 
berry who has half of his hired habitation to un- 
derlet." — The next houfe I went into, I 
mounted up fix pair of ftairs. When I was got 
to the top, there came out of a lower apartment 
a little dinainutive man, in a night gown ; he 
had a pen fticking behind his ear, and was fol- 
lowed by a maid, who gave him the appellation 
oi your honour. Only your honour j thought I to 
myfelf, this may do, I went into the rooms, 
and was half induced, by the pure air I breathed 
in thefe upper regions, to clofe the agreement, 
when it came into my head to open a window, 
and look what fort of profpedt I fhould have, I 
could difcover nothing but roofs of houfes and ^ 
chimneys, which entirely took away all view of 
the xity. — " Away,** faid I. — So we faw fix 
apartments that day, without finding any thing 
that would fuit. Amongft other landlords, we 
came to an Excellence y or rather to a Magnificencey 
(for I had choice of titles) who lived in the back 
part of a ground floor, and with whom I did 
not choofe to partake of the foul air he breathed. 
The next day's operation opened with a gnadige 

fraw. 
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from. She recommended her firaeleii tochter 
to me for (b many things, that it was impoffibk 
to think of coming to an agreement with her. 
«* Look here,^ ikysflie^ « my daughter bttf elf mVL 
bring you your coffee in the morning ; if you 
choofc any tea in an afternoon, my daughter her^ 
Jelf will wait upon you with it ; if you choofc 
to treat us now and then to a play, and are too 
4ate for your traiteur, our cold fupper will be 
at your fcrvice, and fo on!**— Thou muft 
know, it is not in Germany as with us at Paris ; 
a woman of honour looks upon it as an afiront 
to be offered to be treated to a public place, by 
a perfon who is not a relation, or a particular 
friend. Here it is the cuftom to frank women 
wherever you go with them.-— I foon faw that 
the pretty girl's fervices were included in the 
price of the room ; fo away I went again.-^Hav- 
jng again tired myfelf with fearching this day, 
I began to think that I fhould not find what I 
wanted in the cky itfelf, as all- the lodgings 
.which have any free air or profpeft are infinitely 
dearer than at Paris. This cannot well be 
otherwifc, as a third part of the inhabitants dwelJi 
within the walls of the city, which do not com- 
prehend above one fixth of the ground it ftands 
upon. As the fuburbs are at fome diftancefrom 
the city, their cxtcniivencfs makes it a defirable 

obje(^ 
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sbjeft for tte^ one, to live nearer the center <rf 
bufiheifs. TJie fot)Utb& df Paris ire as well in^ 
habiftid als die citf iffelf. But at Vienna we 
4fheet With d great deal of Wslfte grotlnd. Ano^- 
ther ieafon of the high pric^ of the beft hoofes 
in the ciXYi^ is^ that the fecoiid (lory of every 
hotife beloiig^ to the cotirt> and is tenanted by 
its fcfVihfei Y<Hi pay frorti fix to eight guil- 
ders (abiHit righteen fliiUitigs) a month for onis 
of the beft roonfs ih a good toeet, and about 
three for one of the worft.-^In the fuburb of 
Mariahfcf> which is' the moft whofcfome fitu* 
atibn in th"^ piaccf, after fotai trouble^ I found a 
very handfo^^ roo/n> Which commands a fine 
profpefti for riiree guilders* a months 
• I cannot go from hence to town, without a 
great deal oT ttouble* lit l^aris you are forced 
to walk up to your ancles in mud; here, on 
the other hand, yoii cannot ftir oUt> without 
being^ choaked with the duft. Vienna lies open 
to the drying ^aft and North winds^ but is pro- 
tefted by its ncighbdurihg hills from the South 
ana Weft, which keeps Paris in almoft perpe* 
tual rains. When it' has rained here ^ whole 
night, all Is dry again a f^w hours after fun-rife, 
and by noon the clouds of duft begin to rife. 
Ihdefed,' when it tains more than a day, the duft 
xtiik^ th6 ftitd exceedingly' deep. When I 
vol; !• Q^ W0UI4 
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would go to tomi, 1 muft croft the wide 
2nd naked plain which parts us, which I am 
c^liged to do^ with my handkerchief to my 
mouth, . in order not to be choaked With duft. 
The hackney coaches of this place ^re always 
in a trot or a gallop^ and as the way jto Shorn- 
hrun lies by my windo'w$> it requires fome good 
luckj as well as fbme care, to gO through the 
clouds of duft, without being run over by a hack- 
ney coach, or without running aground of fbme 
other traveller. 

In cafe of a liege, the diftance betwixt the 

town and fuburbs would give the befiegers great 

advantages ; but it is very unlikely that fuch a 

circumftance fhould ever happen. The Turks 

have been the onjy people, in modern times, 

who could carry their wars to the gates of the 

capital, a thing which the King of Fruflia did 

not dare attempt, after the moft fuccefsful battle. 

^ prefent the ftrcngth of the Imperial houfe is 

fp fupcxior to that of the Porte, that I believe 

the present court keeps up the fortifications, only 

with;the iview of keeping the city itfelf in fub- 

jeftion. Another reafon, indeed, may be aC» 

iignedj which ^ the ruin that would fall upon ' 

fev^al familicsj nrho fubfift entirely by letting 

their ;l\Qufes, if t^^ value of them was to fink 

on5 h^- w^iich it.-:«rould certainly do, if the 

ipmpty Jpace before d^ city was to be built 

upon. 
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Upon. As thii^ now are> there are feveral 
luibitations worth from 2 to 300^000 guilders, 
or from ao to 30^000 pounds per annum, 
which conftitutes the whole fortune of their pof- 
feflbrs. Any man who is out of debt, abd has 
a houfe in this ciQr, is accounted a rich man. 
The houfe of the bookfeller Trattnem is an ob-! 
je& of 30,000 guilders (or 3000I. a year) to 
him. The advantages that would accrue, in 
point of health and convenience, by carrying 
the city on to the fuburbs, and by that means 
thinning the choaked up habitations, would not 
make amends for what ^thofe who have houles 
muft unavoidably fufier by the change. 

Within thefe few days I have begun my ufual. 
circle in and aboct the city, in order to be 
able to form to myfelf an idea of its feparate 
parts. It takes up almoft two hours to go from 
the end of the fuburb of Wieden to the end of 
the fubufb of Leopold, which is larger than th^ 
town, and parted from it only by a fmall ami 
of the Danube. The going from the fuburb 
Roflaw to the end of the fuburb L^andftrafle, 
took me up about another half hour. Vienna 
certainly ftands upon much more ground than 
Paris does. It has twenty-fix fuburbsj but 
many parts of them are not built upon, and 
about a third of them is occupied by three or 
four hundred gardens, not above three or four 

0^2 ^f 
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of ^hicR arc worth* fecirig. The fuborbs bcft 
inhabited are die RbiT^^ the Jofepbftack^ Su 
XJlrich, Mariahilp, a^ p^rt of the Wiecfert, aikJ 
the Lcopoldftadt. The largefl: of them all, 
after the Lcopaldft'a'dt, k the-Wieden, the i»- 
habitants df which hare a great refertiblance to 
thofc of the- fubwb St. Marcel at Paris* 
' Thpre are- fcardie eight buildings^ in the whole 
town which cart be/caHcd" beamiful or magrtifi- 
ceni. The nrioft diftinglHftied of thefe art the 
palace of Ochtenfteini the ethperof ^ Kbrary, 
ind the chanceiy; • 

The emperor*s palace is aii old black' build- 
ing, that has neither beauty nor ftatelineft. ft 
is a great mafs of ftbne, which was built feven 
ftories high, ift order to contain as many t/iha- 
bitants as pofllble. * There arc hardly three 
fquares, or places here which niake any figiTre ^t 
all* The greateft thoroughfare is from the em- 
peror's palace over the Coal-matkety the -Graim^ 
khc Stockamii/ettphjs^ and through the Camrinter-i^ 
Jirajfe. In all thefe places, parti cuhrly ih the 

harrow and irregular «S/(?<:^ij;w^5^^/^J t**^ ^^^o* 
rough-fare Is as great, and the niotiem as lirely; 

as in any ftreet of London or Parisi 'The fti-eam 

bf 'this great concourfe reaches^ as far as Leo- 

p-oldlg^ate, and' throughout the '^holc of th^ 

high fllrcef of the^fuburb of Leopold.— There 
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are not more than eight buHdings worth look- 
ing at in the£ibucbs $ and th/^ tafbe of the build* 
ings about ^e gardens^and the fumn[ier-houlcs> 
IS miferablcdp ! 

According to the commpa report of tho& 
from whom one has a right to expeft accurate 
accounts of their native cbuntiy/ the population 
of Vienna amounts to at leaft a mlliioo. Buf^ 
ching, in his geography, wJH hardly allowk to 
pafs ^op)0OO« In my opinion, the public and 
the geographer are equally miftaken. In the 
laft year, which was not remarkably fatal,' ac-> 
cording to the bilh of nrwrtality, the nuntberof 
the dead amounted to lo^ooc, that is .about 
half the number of thofe who die at Paris. 
Now if you make allowance for ftrangers, of 
wbofb deaths you can have no accurate account, 
aiid muTtiply the fum by 36, you will have the 
true account of the population. 

I was affured by a man of confequence, who 
was in the way of getting at good information, 
that a very little time ago, the population was 
cftimated at 385,000, ftrangers included. This 
reckoning will appear accurate; for we muft 
confider that the air and water are much better 
here than they are at Paris, where the numbers 
are allowed to be 700,000, of whom 21,000 
die every year. Doubtlels, Vienna has as many 

Q^ 3 inha- 
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inhiJntants in it as Naples i and thoie two towM 
are the moil populous in the worM> after Con-^ 
ftantinople, London^ and Paris.— ^Whoever is 
a little acquainted with other largr cities will 
fee> in a moment^ that Vienna muft contain 
above aoo,ooo people. 

I am not yet fuffictently acquainted with the 
mannersj cufloms^ and amufements of the inhabi- 
tants of this place^ to be able to give you any cer-- 
tain information about them. All I can fayjsj that 
to judge by external appearances^ the great ap- 
pear uncommonly fond of magnificence. I was 
ihewn the Prince of lichtenftein^ -^mc^nted on 
a very fine horfe^ and attended by at leafi: eight 
perfons> fome of whom were drefied like huf- 
fars, and feemed to be a kind of body guard* 
He is fqppofed to be like thie emperor, in nian- 
nersj geftures, and face ; and fome think th^t 
he attempts to copy him in externals. As to 
my part, I own, that in the glimpfe I had of 
them both, I could not difcover the refemblancej 
and there is one thing in which they certainly 
differ -, for the emperor undoubtedly 'does not like 
to go out withfo numerous a train of followers. I 
faw him taking the air : he was in a cabrioUty and 
had a iingle footman behind him. He aSedts 
fimplicity and popularigr almoft in the ex- 
treme. 

In 
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In the {hort time I have been here^ I have 
feen more Iplendid equipages and Jiorfes than 
there are in all Paris. Our fafhions prevail here 
univerfally. Drefled dolls are regularly fent 
from Paris, for the purppfe of teaching the wo- 
men how to-put on their gowns and drefs their 
heads. Even the men, from time to time, gee 
memoranda from Paris, and lay them before their 
taylors and h^r-dreflers. I heard a lady telling 
another yefterday at the play, with an air of 
the profoundeft wifdom, that the Queen of 
France had worn the fame kind of head-drefs as 
Ihe had then on, four weeks ago at thtfbeafre. All 
the women I have hitherto feen are painted up 
to the eyes and ears, like the French ones. The 
knowing ones tell you, that the eyes acquire a 
kind of fire by this means, which gives an in- 
exprellible animation to the whole looks but 
I believe I have often told you and Nannette> 
that I am barbarian enough to wifh to wipe 
away all the red off a lady's cheeks with a wilp 
of ftraw and coarfe fand, even though the eyea 
fliould lofe all their luflre by it. After all, the 
rouge of the ladies here, like that of our Parifian 
dames, feems to have become a neceflary evil, to 
hide the yellownefs of their Ikin. I faw feveral 
of them who had every reafon to cry out, Z4f 
ver(flc mon Dieu, m'a rougSJufju'aux Wt 

0,4 LET- 
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LETTER XX. 

Viemia* 

/^U R new philofbphers are umoimous in dc-* 
^^^^ claring againfl: large fbcietie&s as for my 
own part^ I take [things ak they are^ and am 
contented with what I find, whenever an altera 
tion appears dangerqus or impoffible. It is very 
true, thit when you look on the dark fide of 
them only, great xit^es feem a difgrace to hii^ 
manitys but' put one of thefe philofophers to 
tbc proof, and let b'lm tell you how London^ 
Paris, or Vienna, ^re to be made left without 
fliaking the whole Hate, and rendering a large 
portion of the prefent inhabitants unhappy. 

Wherever there is much light, there will of 
cdurfe' be a great de^l of fhitde. Take them 
all togctHer,there is more good than badaftiongflr 
mankind 5 though, therefore, you Ihould allow 
the wickednefs of individuals to be mqre vifi- 

• - r ( 

ble in large cities, than it is in die fcattered 
cottages of the inhabitants of the foreft^j mounr 
tain, or defert i it is plainly owing to the fol- 
lowing reafons, vi?:. Becaufe ,th^ natural pro^ 
penfities of the two-legged wild .feeafts, have 
piore opportunities of fhcwing themfelves with*? 

» • * . 
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0ut di%uife here ; becaufe we can fee the wick* 
ediief$ of fo onahy that are drawn together, as H 

were to a point, and in cottages it efcapes usf ; 
becaufe this very contraft is rendered more ftrik- 
ing from the attention which the police, who 
has no power to reward the good, is com- 
pelled to pay to the puniftiment of the wicktd. 
Our philoiTophers, who declaim on this head, 
have more fpleen than good humour' about 
them, and had rather fee black than white ; but 
the greateft part of them are fo little in earneft 
in th^ir declarations, that even the very ftrious 
John James of Geneva preferred living at Pa- 
ris, to living with thofe very Savoyards and in- 
habitants of the Valais, in whofe praifes he was 
fofiiU. 

It has been faid of London, that you may 
fee heaven and hell there at once. This, with a 
little allowance for the difference, which the 
ftrorigly pronounced charafter of the Englifli- 
man gives to all he does, is true, 1 believe, of 
every large city in the world. But, on the 
other hand, the newfpapers, which are every 
day publiftied in thefe cities, exhibit inftances 
of virtue in all ranks of life, which the half 
favage has no idea of. The good there is about 
man difcover§ itfelf in great cities as much as 
fhe bad, and ought to be refpedted by every 

true 
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true friend to hinnanity> in a much greater de- 
gree than the virtues of favage life> for as much 
as it is hot the working of a fenfelefs inftin&y 
but the rciirlt of a gi^eater degree of knowledge 
and niorc lively. feelings. Conceive to yourfelf 
the fublime anfwcr of a mechanic of the fuburb 
St. Marcel at Paris, to a monk who comfort- 
ed him on his death bed, by telling him that hb 
muftof courfe be glad to go out of this world 
of tribulation. " Good father/* faid the dying 
man, . " no fins moleft my confcience, my days 
«* have glided away foftly, and in uninterrupted 
^* pleafure^, and the world has been no place of 
" tribulation to me. I refign myfelf williiigly 
'* to the appointment of providence, and die 
** without a figh ; but, had it pleafed the Crea- 
'* tor to increafe the number of my days^ 1 truft 

" that my trade *' Think of the young 

man who maintained his family for fome time 
with his blood, which he fold to a furgeon, who 
wanted to make experiments with it. Recoiled: 
the young woman of. St. Jaques at Paris, whOs 
ftood firm againfl; every offer of fedudion^ and 
maintained herfelf, mother, and little fifters, by 
occupation^ fo laborious, that they deftroyed her 
beauty and impaired her conftitution. Thefe, 
and a thoufand more fuch cafes, which the hif- 
tory of Paris furnilhes us with, will teach you, 
% that 
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that in large (bcieties men excel in virtue as much 
as they do in vice^ and that all the dories of the 
natural place of man^ and the advantages ita 
be found in it^ for the purpofes of happinefs and 
virtue, are, for the moft part, only the beauteous 
dream of abftraft reafoncrs. For my own part, 
brother, I have found the man of the woods, 
whenever occafion was given for it, full as wick- 
ed as the inhabitants of the moft peopled towns 
and cities. The propenfity, indeed, to opprefs and 
cheat his neighbour, cannot be fo vifibly dif- 
covered in the former as it is in the latter, be- 
caufe the nei^bour, and he, do no; often conic 
into fuch ftrong collifion ; but whep the latter 
is good, he is fo in a much higher degree than 
the half favagc. 

It is faid, that certain modes of education, 
* certain cuftoms, and a bad government, bow 
down to their yoke thofe who live with more 
iGmplicity. But all the half favages we are ac- 
quainted with (and as to the whole ones, we 
ihall know nothmg certain of them, till the 
country beyond the moon fhall be difcovered) 
are alfo under the influence of cuftom, educa- 
tion, and government. On the other hand, it 
muft be obferved, that the inhabitant of nu- 
merous focieties is more eafily polifhed,, andj 
\ when he grows wicked, more ea01y converted, 

than 
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than the half favage^ who fets his life on h!s 
cuftoms and manners. Even at this time the 
moft enamoured partifans of the Swift find 
only in fomc fcattercd parts of Savoy, the re- 
liques of the manners they fo much adrtiirt, and 
thcfc, they muft confcfs, will be done away in 
the next generation ; whilft, on the other hand, 
the corruption to be foynd among the inhabi- 
tants of the Grifons, and fome of the Pempcratic 
Cantons, furpaffes every idea, which a rpan not 
acquainted with the place can form of it, with 
this a3ditlonal cayfe for defpair, ^hat the evil is 
here remedilefs \ whereas the inhabitants of 
Pari^, London, and Vienna^ . maj^ grow better 
in fome generation. 

I found it neceflary to make thefe- i|itroduc- , 
tory remarks, becaufe, though I was not capa- 
ble to fay as much good of the people of Vienna 
at prefent as I could wi0i,. I was willing you 
Ihould be convinced that I am in jperfeft friend- 
flijp \vith them, and do not mean to advife them 
to fcparate and live behind the hedges like gyp" 
lies, in order to make their fituatibn better, by . 
approaching nearer to the ftate of nature. In - 
every part of the wQrld J nieet nien towards whom 
my heart warms, and havp no neceffity to wan* 
der with our knight errants among the vales of 
Piedmont, Savoy, and Switzerland,^ in order 

to 
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to -find fellow-creatures to be proud of. I do 
Hoc know whether thefe gentlemen meet* with 
what they are in fearch of, but it is certain, 
that they all come back again very foon. 

What diftinguifties the people of this placei 
from the Parifians is a certain coarfc pride 
not to be defcribed, an infurmountable heavi- 
titfs and ftupidity^^ and an unaccountable pro- 
penfity to guzzling. The hofpitality of the 
tabte^ about which you have heard fo much, is 
only an cflFeft of pride. During the four weeks 
I have been here, I have hardly been able to 
dine above four times by myfelf. It is the.cuf- ~ 
torn when a man is firft introduced into a new 
houfe, to fix a day in every week for him- to be 
a regular gUeft there. In the firft houfc I 
dined^ I conceived that the people had a 
real pleafurc in feeing me ; but I had not fat 
long, before I had invitations enough, from the 
codi)pany prtefent only, to laft me a month. But 
«rh"cn they afk ^ou, they all do it with fuch 
feces t^i^hich feem to fay, * Is not it triie that we 
• are fyr more hofpitablc than your Parifiaa gen- 
< tiy?* Sottltetifties they go ftill farther, . and 
ittaku themifelvei very merry (that is, accord- 
.iag:t0 the Vicniia mode of being merry) with 
Cttir fpattng niggarflmcfs. It is certainly true, 
thata ouin e^s much better here than he does 

at 
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at Paris ; and he certainly alfo eats a great deal 
more* At the common tables of the people of a 
middling rank (fuch as the lower fervants of 
the court, merchants, artifts, and the better 
kinds of mechanics), you commonly fee fix, 
eight, or even ten diibes, with two, three, or 
even four kinds of wine* They commonly fit 
two hours at table,, and they took it as a very 
uncivil thing of me that I refufed to tafte many 
diihes, though I was compelled to do fo, to fave 
myfelf an indigeilion. But, alas ! fo ibon as 
the body is fatisfied here, fo foon does the mind 
k)ng for the friendly dines and Jouph of Paris, 
which you know are more intended for the feafi: 
of reafon, and the How of foul, than the dainty 
purfuit of indigeftions, choleras, and apoplexy. 
Here the only entertainment, mingled with the 
very ferious bufinefs going forward, are lame 
very bad low jokes. At the bcft tables here, 
(I mean thofe of the fecond order) you com- 
monly meet a monk, but more commonly a 
player^ whofe very refined wit enlivens the whole 
company. The nwnk is . conimonly fejeited by 
the lady of the houfe, whom he coquets withi 
the player is feated at the other end, and laughs 
at him till the whole route breaks out into ibouts 
of laughter, far above the capacity of common 
lungs or ears either to join in or bear. When th^ 

converfation 
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Gonvcrfation takes a more ferious turn, it is al- 
ways about the theatre, which is the utmoft 
length to which criticifm or obfervation ever 
•extend in this country j but the players are far 
from being the company here, that they are at 
Paris. None of thofe with whom I am hitherto 
acquainted know their mother tongue. At 
Paris, undoubtedly, we fhould not admit 
into good company, men who neither by their 
wit or their manners can raife themfelves at all 
above the loweftof the vulgar. 

Upon the whole, you meet here with none 
of the bf iiknefs, the fpirited pleafure, the un- 
conftrained fatisfadion, and the interefting cu- 
riofity about what is going forwards, that you 
find at Paris, even amongft the loweft orders of 
fociety. No bbdy here makes remarks upon 
the minifters or the court ; no body entertains 
the company with the novelty or anecdote of 
the day. You meet with numberlefs people of 
the middling ranks who have nothing to fay of 
their minifters, their generals, and philofophers, 
and who hardly know even their names. No- 
thing is taken care of but the animal part. They 
breakfaft till they dine, and they dine till they 
fup, with only the interval of, perhaps, a Ihort 
walk and going to the play. If you go into a 
cofFee-houfe, of which there are about feventy, 

or 
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or into ^ bccr-houfe, which are the mbft clcgartt 
and beft furnifhed of all the public houfes, (I 
law one with red damaflc tapeftry^ pidures 
with gik frames, looking-glafles> docks a-la^* 
Grecque, and n^arbfe tables) you will fee no- 
thing but a perpetual motion of jaws. One thing 
you niay reft afTured of^ that no one will come 
up to you or be troublefomc with queftions ; no 
man there talks at all, except with his neighbour, 
and then he moft commonly whifpcrs. You 
would conceive you were in a Venetian coffee- 
houfe, where they all take one another for fjries* 
When I fay all this, I defire to be underftood 
as Ipeaking of the middling ranks only, who in 
all countries are what properly may be called 
the people, for as to xht feople of rank^ they, 
with a few (hades only of diftinftion, are the 
fame throughout, all Europe;, and the loweji 
clajfes hardly mix with fociety. No doubt, a 
gentleman introduced, as Dr, Moore happened 
to be, would meet with many an jftifpafia capa- 
ble of being claffed in the fame line with her 
immortal prototype (that is, the vicious part 
of the charafter excepted) j ah Alpaiia whole 
circles are conftantly filled by the wifeft philo- 
fophers, the deep^ft ftatefm'en, the greateft ge- 
nerals, the wifeft,' fnildeft:, ahd rhbit affabli oF 
princes; but it is not in alTemblies of this kind 

that 
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that the charaSiers and manners of a nation are 
to be met with. 

The fbciablenefs, good tafte, and poliflied 
manners, which render the prefcnt court fo re- 
markable, are a confequence of the travelled 
education of the prefent Eaiperor. His father, 
indeed, had relaxed fomething of the Sultan 
manner in his court ; but Jofeph is the firft of 
his houfc who has conQdered himfelf as a man 
born for all mankind. Formerly one of the 
old nobility confidered it as a difgrace if a com- 
mon citizen even did but look at him; and the 
leffer, or fecond order of nobleflfe, were exclud- 
ed the court, as is the pradbice in Spain. There 
are inftances of perfons, even of the rank of 
fieldmarfhals, who could not gain admittance. 
The whole train of fcience was baniflied under 
the notion of pedantry, and the arts, ever tafte- 
lefs without it, were employed only to drefs up 
harlequins. The Emperor Leopold, indeed, 
had fome tafte for mufic : but conceive to your- 
felf this prince (a cotemporary of Lewis XIV. 
at a time when the arts were in all their 
glory with us), with his imperial crown on his 
imperial (boulders, looking out of his palace 
window to fee a fet of the loweft buffoons that 
ever difgraced a ftage with their tricks, fing and 
dance in the court of the palace. Prince Eugene 

VOL. I. R was 
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was the firft who introduced any thing of a tafte 
into the country j the firft who gave a general 
love for French literature: he .lived in the 
ftriAeflr fricndfhip with the wits and artifts 
of hi$ day, and was the fame here for the arts, 
that he had been in the imperial army, where 
he had had as much to encounter with from 
folly and fupcrftition, as from the largeft hofts 
of the enemy. The monks, particularly the 
jefuits, refifted his benign influence as long 
as they could. In Charles the Vlths'. time no 
kind of literature was held in efteem, except that 
which related to merchandize and finance. A 
few days ago there fell into my hands a book, 
which, without a doubt, is the beft publication 
of thofe dull times i it treats of finance, and, 
though written in mo(t barbarous German, lay^ 
down the beft principles of this fcience. Thefc, 
however, no king has followed but the King of 
Fruflia, who has availed bimfelf of them, to the 
no flight detriment of the country in which the 
book was written. The author^s name was 
Schroeder ; he was in the Emperor's fervice* 
Every thing, however, except finance, was in 
utter darknefs, and even the fermons were farces* 
Towards the end of the laft reign, things begaxi 
to be upon a better footing ; but the Emprefs^ 
who, with all her excellencies, has a weak fide> 

^ which 
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which is that of wanting to make all her fubjcfts 
angels, fees every innprovemcnt that is propofed, 
only as it regards her religion ; belides this, fhe 
has a little of the Spanifli etiquette left about 
her, and loves old unpolluted nobility. 

Notwithftanding the care the Emprefs takes 
of the morality of her fubjefts, all the charities 
depend upon the court alone for their fupport. 
We meet here with no cure of St. Sulpice to raife 
300,000 livres a year for the relief of the nccef- 
fitous. The Archbifhop Migazzi is as bi- 
gotted and as dependant on the papal hierarchy 
as o\ir Beaumont, but he gives no million of 
livres yearly out of his income to fecret diftrefs, 
a3 the gxx)d Archbifhop of Paris does, I quef- 
tion whether it would be poffible, upon any oc- 
cafion,to get a colleftion of 1 0000 guilders from 
hence. Though Vienna has feveral hoiifes In 
it with which the moil: opulent in Paris cannot 
he compared, pride, gallantry, and difllpation^ 
are all the feelings the people of this place ar^ 
fufceptible of. Though moft of the richeft 
people have been for years oppreflcd with debts, 
they Jjave not yet learned to confine their e?- 
pcnces, and would think it a fhame to live 
within bounds; As to the middling orders, th^f 
live from hand to mouth, and arc well fatisfied 
if they can make the two ends of the year meet» 

R 2 (Economy 
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CEconomy is a term entirely banifiied from die 
place. Every thing fwills and lives for the 
pleafure of fenfe only. 


LETTER XXI. 


Vienna^ 


r^r^ H E police of this place is entirely taken 
Ju up with the objeft of fuppreffing every 
thing that indicates vigour and manly ftrengthi 
that, however, is not the heft police, whofe 
only objeft is to make every member of fociety 
as fecure as poflible, but that which knows how 
to give the greateft fecurity to the whole, and 
at the fame time encroaches as little as poflible 
upon the freedom of individuals. It is certain, 
that by fetting watches about every citizen's 
houfe to take an account of what is going for- 
ward at his table and in his bed, and to follow 
the fevcral members of his family wherever they 
go, you may guard effeftually againft diforder; 
but who is there tha]^ exifts on earth, and loves 
the order that is kept up amongft galley-flaves ? 

The 
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The wife creator, whofe government ought 
to be the model of every wife legiQature, left 
us that free will which we fo often abufe. He 
gave us ftrong incitements to good, without tak- 
ing away the power of doing evil. In this li- 
berty, notwithftanding the mifchiefs which arifc 
from it, confifts the true greatnefs of man. Re* 
ligion teaches us, that in his own good time 
God will punifti the wicked and reward the 
good, Without the freedom to do ill, we fhould 
have neither moral feelings nor moral happinefs, 
and God would not be righteous towards us. 

We cannot follow a better model of legifla** 
tion and police, than what is fet us by the Crea- 
tor. As it is the bufinefs of legi flat ion to pu- 
nilh the wicked without partiality, and reward 
the good with~ a liberal hand ; fo the police^ 
which is fubordinate to it, ought to have no 
other objedt than to give it the means of re-^ 
warding virtue and punifliing vice. To go far- 
ther than this, and endeavour to make moral 
evil phyfically impoffible, is an ofFejice both 
againft God and man. 

Human juftice knows of no evils but thofe 
which fpring from offences which are hurtful 
to focicty; Ihe and her handmaid the police 
have no right to turn a tribunal of juftice into a 

R 3 tribunal 
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tribunal of confeflion, nor imperioufly. to extend 
their power to the internal moral$ of a man* Even 

if the generality of mankind had much more 
worth of charafber, and much greater moral 
feelings than they have, yet ought there not^to 
be fuch an inquifition as fubMs in this place^ 
by the eftablifhment of the confiftorial policy 
and other courts. 

Probably Vienna is the only city in the world 
which has a court called a {pecial qommifllon of 
chaftity. A few years ago the fpies of this ex- 
traordinary tribunal ufed to follow the young 
people into their houfes ; not only fo, they ufed 
to break into their bedchambers and vifit their 
beds in the middle of the night. The horror 
which this raifed in fociety was fo univerfal, that 
the Emperor found himfelf obliged to ufe all 
his influence with his mother (who promifed 
herfelf great things from thefe exertions)^^ to ob-r 
tain fbme limitations of them. The fpies of 
the police were in contraft with the whores ; 
thefe ufed to decoy the young men to their 
houfes^ and when they were together betray 
them. The young people had then nothing for 
it but to allow themfelves to be plundered, in 
order to avoid being- carried before the com- 
mifTion of chaftity^ and the ipies and the whores 
divided the booty between them, The evil is 

now 
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now in fome degree corrected by the interpofi- 
tion of the Emperor, but the public walk called 
the Prater is ftill furrounded by tenanted fpies, 
who trace the young men to trees and bufhes, 
in order to prevent ofFences that are only poi&* 
blc, and have not aftually been given. 

It is the opinion here, that the bed way of 
preventing fornication and child-murder, and 
of incrcafing population, is to compel a man 
who has a child fworn to him to marry the 
woman immediately, I was told a curious ftory 
on this fubjeft. A young man was fummoned 
before the confiftory, to make anfwer to a young 
woman who daimed him for a hufband. As he 
•was in the outer chamber waiting for her, he 
faw another poor young woman who was come 
there on a like errand. Having made himfelf 
acquainted with all the circumftances of her 
cafe, and finding that the llippofed father of her 
child was fled, and not likely to appear, he of- 
fered her a good fum, if (he would take him in 
the ftead, and date her comf)laint prior to the 
time of that which he expected to be brought 
againlt him. She promifed him that fhe 
would do fo, and he, went to the judges, 
full of confidence in the fuccefs of his projedt. 
The court having aflced him whether he had flept 
with the pcrfon before him, and he having con- 

R 4 ftffed 
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fefledy he was told that he was a fatherland 
mud give the woman his hand. To this h^ 
made anfwer^ that he had no objedtion^ but that 
there was a perfon in the anti-chamber^ who had 
older claims upon him. Upon her being called 
in, it appeared vifibly that fhe was farther gone 
than the other. The firft plaintiff was there- 
fore ordered to content herfelf with a fum of 

\ • 

gold, and go away. The young man now plead- 
ed, th^t he had compounded matters with the 
other lady -, but, to his inexpreffible aftonifli- 
ment, fhe denied it. The judges then afked 
for witnefTes, and he haying none to produce, 
he was obliged to give his hand to one, whom 
he had feen a quarter of an hour before, for the 
firfl time in his life. 

I know feveral men who have been made 
hufbands of in this manner. Their wives, for 
a time, drove on a general trade quietly widi 
their cuftomers. When thefe began to fail, 
they picked one out of the number, whom they 
thought would make a good hufband, and fum- 
moned him before the court. The proof of 
having flept together, even without any confe- 
quences having followed, was deemed fufficient 
to eflablifh a claim. Some of thefe very ho- 
nourable pairs arc known by the whole town. 

I know 
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I know of another nmethod to prevent whor- 
ing and child-murder, much more efFeftual than 
this is i but then unluckily it does not fo well 
anfwcr the other objeft which thefc legiflators 
have in view, namely, the increafe of popu- 
lation. Shakcfpearc is the author of the police 
I would propofe. I do not remember in which 
of his plays it is that he makes a Vienna bawd 
fay, " If the police will efFedually banilh for- 
nication, it (hould caftrate all the men/* 

Thefe marriages by compulfion are attended 
with very pernicious confequences, both to fo- 
ciety and the date. I do not know whether they 
prevent fornication ; but it is certain that they 
much increafe adultery. Truth, confidence, 
and love, the mod: holy and mod ufeful bands of 
Ibciety, they entirely diffoive. The man, who, 
from the circumftance of his having been com- 
pelled to give her his hand, is obliged to con- 
fider his wife as a whore, cannot be her true 
friend, cannot have that refpeft for her which is 
abfolutely requifite to make a happy marriage. 
It is, indeed, aftoniihing how indiflFerent the 
married people of this place are to each other, 
I know that^ this is the cafe at Paris too ; but 
there it arifes from the manners, and not from 
the government, as it does here. Nor, indeed, 
^Tp conjugal love and fidelity fo extinft amongfl: 

perfon$ 
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perfons of the middling rank in fociety at Faris^ 
as they feem to be in this place. I believej. too» 
that even population^ which this foolifh law is 
intended to promote^ fuflfers confiderably by it ; 
for it is an obfervation which has often been 
made^ both by moralifts and phyficians, that^ 
without love betwixt the parties, the marriage 
bed often proves barren. Mod: of the pairs I 
am acquainted with, who have beeq married by 
compulfion, are without children, and in ge« 
neral the marriage bed is not fruitful here.— The 
indifference of the parents for each other like«> 
wife extends to the children, amongft whom all 
the fine feelings of love and friendfhip are ftifled 
in early infancy. It is, no doubt, owing to this 
want of the affe<5tions <^ focial and domeftic life, 
that the people of. this place have {o few moral 
feelings as they have. 

It :s true, indeed, that every thing has its 
good as well as it weak fide. The confe«* 
quence of this people's want of fpirit is, that 
their vices are as few and as weak as their vir- 
tues. Nothing is heard here of the tragedies 
which are fo frequent at London, Rome, and 
Naples. Pick-pockets, cheats, bankrupts, 
tiiieves, fpendthrifts, pimps, and bawds, are 
the only criminals: known in Vienna. The 
Auftrian has not ftrength of cbaradter enough 

to 
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to be a highwayman -, and a Saxon gentleman, 
-who has been fettled here fome years, and has 
travelled over the whole country, alTures me, 
that he does not remember to have heard fii 
fuch a thing as a duel. I was witnefs to a fcenc 
yeilerday which ftrongly marks the chara&er 
both of the people and the police of this place* 
A well drefied man had a quarrel with a hack- 
ney coachman about his fare. They foon came 
to high words. One of the fix hundred fpies^ 
who are divided about different parts of the city, 
came up. The gentleman grew warm and gave 
bad words, which the other returned with inte* 
reft. At length they (hook their fids at each 
other, but neither ventured to ftrike; for it 
ieems there is a law, by which, whoever flrikes 
firll is puniflied, let the previous provocation 
have been what it will. Had either but touched 
the hat of the other, it would have been reck- 
oned a blow, and he would have been immedi- 
ately taken up by the watch. As it was, they 
parted, after affording a quarter of an hour's 
laugh to the populace. The duration of thefe 
frays may be longer or ihorter, a^ libitum ; but 
there are few examples of their ever being car- 
fied farther than words. 

The court has nothing to fear from a revolt* 
\n the beginning of the laft century, indeed, the 

pro- 
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proteftants made a little ftir ; but all was fboii 
quiet again* Indeed, the Viennois is too ener- 
vate for an infurreftion, ^ On the other hand^ 
he feels nothing of the warm glow which fills 
the breaft of a French or Engliihman for 
the fucceffcs of his country. The feveral pro- 
vinces of France have frequently made great 
prefents to their kings in time of war, and we 
have often feen colleAions made in coiSee-houfes 
for building fhips of the line. Here there are 
very few, if any, inllances of this kind. Sub- 
ordination is the only charadteriftic feature of 
this people ; nor have I ever feen a {park here 
either of the Engliftiman's love of liberty, or the 
Frenchman's feeling for the honour of the grand 
monarch. The pride even of Jthe army is too 
perfonal, ever to admit of any fenfibility for the 
honour of the ftate. Th^ fongs of the French 
foldier arc, as you well know, poems which in- 
fpirit and lead him on to glory, by ^ reminding 
him of what his anceftors have done and fuf- 
fered for their country; but here I feldom hear 
the foldier fing at all, and when he does, it is 
mere ribaldry. Not, however, that I doubt but 
that, in fpite of their bad finging, an Auftrian 
army would put a French one to the route 5 but 
that is owing to another caufe. I only difcufs 
this fubjed en pajant^ and fhall referve myfelf 

to 
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to fpeak more fully to it^ when I come to Ber- 
lin. 

The individuals of a country which exifts only 
by fubordinationj will of courfe be weak and 
feeble characters. It is true^ that the moft illi« 
mited obedience did Sparta no harm ; but the 
reafon was^ becaufe it was not the reigning fea- 
ture of the people, but only a means of fecuring 
the freedom after which the nation thirfted. The 
Britifh laws arejome of them very fevere, and the 
difcipline of their navy as ftrift as that of the 
Pruffian army j but as thefe feverities do not run 
through the whole of their government, they do 
not dcftroy the feelings of the people. Though 
no nation has fo much checked the power of 
their kings at different periods as the Britifh has 
done, yet the hiftory of no nation affords more 
inflances of the devotion of individuals to the 
fovereign. The fame love which the Englifhman 
has for liberty extends to the perfon of the prince, 
whenever the prince leaves the conflitution un- 
impaired and manifefls a love for it.— The up- 
fliot is, that the Briton will preferve flrength of 
character as long as the conflitution of his coun- 
try laflsi whereas the fubjefts of defpotic princes 
will be weak and grovelling in fpirit. 

The great, whofe firfl paffion is the love or 
' power, will of courfe confider flrength of cha- 

rafter 
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rafter in their fubjefts or dependants^ as a na« 
tural enemy whom they muft feek to fubdue. 
Consequently their objed will be to make the 
ftatc to which they belong a machine in the 
ftrifteft (cnfe of the word, a machine of which 
their will is to be the only foul. Such machines 
at this day are even armies become, and it is a 
true remark, made by feveral writers both of 
thefe and other great machines of ft ate, that the 
weaker every individual member is, the more 
durable and the ftronger the whole will be. I 
know it, I confefs it j all I defire is, not to be 
the member of fuch a corfs. The government 
of this place endeavours to make fome amends 
for the univerfal fubjeftion under which the 
people are held, by a moft exaft adminiflratioa 
of juftice, by taking meafures for univerfal fe- 
curity, and by the free admiflion and encou- 
ragement of every pleafure (the fingle one of 
lawlefs love alone excepted) that can delight the 
human mind. Whilft in France a country gentle- 
man may be thrown in prifon by a governor of 
^ province, and continue there all his life, the 
loweft footman here, is* afTurcd of having the 
ftridkeft juftice done him, if he has occafton to 
complainof his lord, even though he were the lord 
high chamberlain. The police is fo vigilant; 
aod acute, that the moft fubtle thefts are. com- 
monly 
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monly difcovcred, and the owner gets his goods 
again. Almoft all the Imperial houfes and gar* 
dens are almoft conftantly open to the public* 
The players are under the peculiar proteftion of 
a court, who fhews, in every thing, that the 
reftraint it lays the people under arifes more 
from principle than the defire of tyrannizing over 
them. And yet, notwithftanding all this plca- 
fure, and all this fecurity, I had rather be ex« 
pofed to a London footpad, or have the bottles 
and glaiTes whiftle round my head on the laft 
night of Vauxhall, than enjoy all the placid 
tranquillity of this place. Thefe laft are dif- 
ordcrs, indeed, but they are diforders which are 
infeparable from a ftrong national chara6ter, 
fuch as is that of the people by \^hom they are 
committed. 


LETTER 



Vienna.' 


AS foon as the Emperor governs this country 
alone, a revolution will take place here, 
that will render the prcfent inhabitants a phoe- 
xiomenon to the next generation. He is a phi- 

lofopher 
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loibpher in the true fenfe of the word^ although 
he does not^ like Rodolph the Second^ gaze at 
the ftars nvith Tycho Brahe. He loves man 
kind, and is acquainted with their value. I 
know no public infcription that does a prince 
more honour^ than that which is over the gate of 
the public garden here. '^ A place of pleafure 
** for all men, prepared for them by their friend." 
Jofeph is a profefTed admirer of all that is called 
private virtue {les vertus hourgeoifes)y and his 
principles of government are as republican as 
thofe of mod of the ftates who at this day call 
themfelves republics. Hitherto, however, the 
different way of thinking of his mother has 
prevented much of his theory from being carried 
intopra£lice. 

The bright fides of this Emprefs's charader 
are fo ftriking, that one can hardly obferve the 
darker ones. In private life, indeed, fuch fmall 
Ipots would appear not only venial, but in fbmc 
degree refpeftable ; but it is the misfortune of 
greatnefs, that the fmalleft weakncfs of the go- 
vernor has often a fenfible influence on the 
happinefs of the governed, fo that the lead 
perfonal vices are often the greateft political 
defefts. 

. Whoever fees the Emprefs now, difcovers that 
Ihe has been a beauty. Within thefe few years 

(he 
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flift has begun to be fubjeft to fome of the infir- 
mities of advancing age j but the beft judges 
ftill difcern a ftrong conftitution and lively 
temperament in her; I faw her for the firft time 
in the church of the Auguftine Friars, where fhe 
was attending a religious ceremony, andimme* 
diately rccognifcd her^ not fo much by her like- 
jiefs to her pictures (from the truth of which 
age has of courfe taken a great deal), as by the 
air of maj^fty which ftrikes every one who has 
the honour to approach her. She has the ftrongeft 
paflions, but has never been fubdued to. the leaft 
unworthinefs, by thofe to which nature in gene- 
ral the moll inclines, and which her conftitution 
the more particularly expofes her to. Pqffibly fhc 
is an onlyy moft certainly 2l Angular inftance of a 
princefs, over.whom religion and honour have 
had more influence than the demands of an im- 
petuous conftitution, and the allurements of un- 
limited power. This probably arofe from her 
having herfelf chofen her huft>and, who was th^ 
ixiaaof his day moft likely to fecure the affec- 
tions of a woman. To him fhe was paflaonately 
devoted ; but her affeftions never wandered a 
ftep beyond the bounds of the ftridteft decorum. 
Vainly has fcandal endeavoured to find out anec- 
dotes to feed on in her Ufe. Ten well made 
VOL. I. S ftrong 
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ftrong children yet living, arc fo many wit- 
nefles that her hufband pofiefTed all her love. 
At his death, ihe forbad herfelf ail farther 
thoughts of the paflion, and made a vow to 
lament him 'for ever; a vow to which fhe has 
religfoufly adhered. She 16 always drefled in 
black, and wears no ornament of any kind. 
Who, that is acquainted with the hiftory of 

Elifabeth, K ^ and fo many other fovc- 

reigns, can help being aftoniihed when they read 
this? 

Her warm love, however, made her hufband 
pafs many a weary hour. It Was inftpoflible for 
jealoufy not to have great power over a heart, 
the violence of whofe motions was only kept in 
by a fenfe of religion. It is not very certain 
whether Ihe had ever real grounds for fufpicion ; 
but eVery body at Vienna remembers that ^ ccr- 
tain lady was obliged to leave it, becaufe the 
Emperor, who was very courteous towards every 
body, but particularly fo to the ladies, had made 
her ibme common-place, unmeaning cowipli- 
men ts. 

The Emprefs*s benevolence, of which religion 
is the principle, approaches almoft to profufion. 
She refufes relief to none of thofe who ftand in 
need of her afliftance ; and the meaneft of her 
fubjcfts finds the way to make his diftreffcs 

known 
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known to her. Her ftcward has hardly any thing 
to lay before her, but accounts of charities. Her 
liberality particularly (hews itfelf towards wi- 
dows, efpecially fuch as are of high birth. 
Marty pcrfons, amongft whom are widows of 
miniftcrs of ftatc, receive penfions of 6000 guil- 
ders (300I.) from her. Her partiality to high 
birth makes her defirous that every perfon (hould 
live up to hii, or her rank. With i«fpe£t to the 
public foundations of charity, (he behaves as aa 
cnaprcfs fhould do. The library, fchools, hof- 
pitah, and poor-houfes, coft her immenfe fums« 
Tarn affured, that the debts fhe has contraftcd 
by this liberality amount to upwards of twenty 
millions of guilders -, and one of my friends in- 
formed me, that fhe gives away three millions 
per annum in private charity. 

Who now would imagine that, under fo wor- 
thy a charafter, merit often ftarves, whilft large 
fums are lavifhed upon the worthlefi? Who 
would imagine, that the prejudices of religion 
could have fo far gotten the better of her natu- 
ral dilpofition, as to make her refufe affifting 
an ctfHcer who had been crippled in her ftrvice, 
unicfs he embraced the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion ? After fcveral converfations with the 
prieft fent to him by the Emprefs, this gentle- 
man plainly perceived that he muft turn fcoun- 

S % drel. 
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drel, to be relieved. He determined there- 
fore to quit Vienna ; which he did, and went 
to Holland, where he died a general officer. 
Since the prefent Emperor • has begun to have 
dn influence in bufinefs, merit has no longer 
any fuch oppreffion to fear,, but it mull ftill 
make ufe of all its weight to break through 
this fpecies of obttacles, which however at all 
times are more the work of the priefts, than of 
the Emprefs. 

Her impetuous temper often breaks out 
into grofs guils of paffion and anger ; but as 
foon as the ftorm is paft, Ihe. endeavours to 
make amends for the mifchief or injury Ihc 
may have done whilft it raged- I was told an 
anecdote, which if not entirely true, yet gives 
a great infight intp this part of her character. 
An officer, who had a favour to aflc, had his 
name written down in the lift of thofe who 
wanted audiences. He waited a long time, 
till his turn (which is religioufly obferved) 
came to be introduced. At length he was cal- 
led in, but he had hardly made his obedience 
10 tl^ Emprefs, according to the Spanifli 
etiquette, when flie broke out into fuch a ftorm 
of opprobrious abufe, as almoft made him fink 
to the ground. Her vivacity made her eyes 
roll ivith fire, and the motion of her arms was 

rendered 
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rendered fo quick by it, that the man was* 
afraid fhe might do a iittle execution upon* 
him, with her own high hand. Twice, or 
thrice he attempted to put in a word, but the 
ftorm of the monarch's indignation was too: 
ftrong to be controlled, and he was forced to 
wait till fhe was fairly out of breath. He then 
muttered up all his courage, and faid^ " Sure- 
*' ly your majefty mutt have forgotten I am 
^^ N. N." As foon as Ihe found that fhe had 
been miftaken in the perfon, fhe made him a^ 
formal excufe, and her defire to fet all things 
right again carried her fo far another way, that 
ihe fettled an handfome penfion on him. She is 
by no means proof againft pride, but is proud 
of the dignity, and the greatnefs of her houfc. 
She weeps tears of joy as often as fhe hears 
how her children, particularly the Emperor 
and the Queen of France are beloved by all 
the world. This family pride, joined to her 
quick feelings, are the caufe why fhe confiders 
all the princes who have been at war with her, 
at any time, as her perfonal enemies, and has 
never forgiven any of them. The Emperor's 
laft wife, who was a Bavarian princefs, had 
caufe to regret her father's having attempted to 
rob the Emprefs of Bohemia, Upper Auftria, 
wd the Imperial Crown. She made her feel 

s 3 the 
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the fupcriority of the houfe of Auftria^ over 
the houfe of Bavaria. — Thus far is true^ but 
the fables which have been raifed on this foun- 
dation are too wild even to deferve a ferious 
refutation. 

Fame has not reported falfely of this great 
princefs. She is a true woman^ and it is by 
the amiable pafiions of her own fex that (he is 
moft diftinguiihcd. She was not at all offend- 
ed at being told by the relation of another great 
fovereign^ whom fhe was complimenting on 
the reputation of his friend, " May it pleafe 
«« your majefly, my lifter is ft ill only a woman^ 
All the tints in Therefa's charafter arc the 
fhades of a lively female charafter. She was 
the trueft, but the moft jealous of wives ; the 
moft affedtionate, but at the fame time the 
fevereft of mothers ; the moft friendly, but 
at the fame time the moft imperious mother- 
in-law. 

Her charafter, however, has fometimes rifcn 
beyond the ftrcngth of a man. The refolution 
with which fhe defended her hereditary domi- 
nions againft fo many powers united to opprefs 
her, excited the aftoniihment of all £\iropc. 
Her love of juftice is fo great, that fhe imme- 
diately defifts from any pretenfionarihc has 
formed, which are not reconcileable with it» 

a when 
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when flie is fhewn that they are not fo. Though 
the King of Pruflia knows that fhe bears him a 
grudge (which Ihc will carry with her to her 
grave), he is fo fatisficd of the general reftitude 
of her principles, that whenever they have a dif- 
pute, his only care is to have his reafons properly 
ftatcd to the Emprefs herfclf, by his embaffa- 
dor. The nobility of Genoa, as I was in* 
formed by an officer who took a great part in 
the revolution of 1746, exclaimed with one 
voice, ^^ O, if it were poflTible to bring our 
*^ grievances before the Emprefs herfelf, we 
•* ihould be fure of obtaining relief.'* The 
cry of thcfc Republicans at the time when they 
were mod forely oppreffed by Auftrian armies, 
was the fineft praife that Therefa could have 
heard,— but Qie heard it not. 

Amidfl: the various Ipecies of knowledge fee 
poflefTes, there is one which unluckily fails her, 
the knowledge of mankind. According to the 
cuftom of her houfe, fee was bred up in an 
elevation which has not allowed of her feeing 
with her own eyes the neceflities of ordinary 
life, and the true in)t«refts of the people 
fee reigns over. Her whole education was 
fo condu&ed as to make her the dupe of 
flatterers, who made her believe that no- 
bles aiad priefts Yfcr^ a fuperior order of men 

$4 tQ 
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to laymen and common people. Priefts aud 
flatterers have at times betrayed her into ac-? 
tions which her heart would fliudder at, if fhe 
could fee them in. their right light. An in- 
ftance of this was given fome year? ago, when, 
in an infurredtion of the Bohemian prea{ants, 
the Emperor endeavoured to obtain the aboli- 
tion of the feudal tenures. This he didbe- 
caufe he knew the true fituation of thefe poor 
flaves, who did not thprnfclves know what 
they defired, but were only driven to what 
they did by hunger. There was indeed little 
to lay to their charge befides having hunted 
fome barons out of bed j but the wives of the 
Bohemian nobles Jo far prevailed upon the 
Emprefs, with their tears, that foldiers were 
lent into the country, and many poor people 
were hanged as traitors, who were in faft only 
the viftims of hunger. As this happened iti 
the memorable year of fcarcity over all Europe, 
when Bohemia, notwithftanding the natural 
riches of its agriculture, was reduced to the 
greateft necefliiy, and as the Emperor well knew 
that the principal caufc of it was owing to the 
avarice of the grieat landlords, particularly of the 
priefts, he endeavoilred to take off the fervitudc 
of the lower orders;* but his mother's attachment 
to the nobility prevented a meafure, which woul4 

e 


tfHAVELS THUOUGH GERMAl?Yi i6^ 

have made a country fo favoured by najurc a4 
Bohemia is, one of the moft flouriftiing in the 
jvorld. The Emprefs made it a matrer oC 
confcience to deprive a fmall part of her fub-r 
jefts of the leaft part of their income by fuch a 
Uieafure, but never* bethought herfelf, that the 
mobility and priefts confumed in idlenefs the 
fwcat and blood of fo many thoufand people^ 

A delpotic prince, who has not a fufficient 
knowledge of the world, to fee through the 
people who furround him, is the moft depend- 
ent man ii> Jiis country- Notwithftanding all 
her attention to fo many various matters, and 
(lotwithftanding all her power, the good Em- 
prefs pannot prevent herfelf from being cheated 
py all who approach hcf. She imagines that 
/he prevents every fin by her cftablifliments of 
chaftity, and does not know how many adul- 
tereffes Ihe makes by them. She would indeed 
be aftonifhed, if Ihe could fee only a part of the 
Jiorns, which the men of this place carry about 
with them under their peruques. It is faid, 
that the Emprefs infifts upon the young women, 
particularly thofe who are brought up in the 
fherejianumj tying their hair, &c. in a parti- 
cular mariner ; but, notwithftanding thefe rib- 
bands of chaftity, I have been aflured by a 
pountefs, who was brought up in this fcminary, 
' that 
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diat grolftr vices prcTaikd there, than any 
againft which the commiffioo of challitjr is dw 
Tt&td. I know a woman^ who in order to get 
herfelf, and her bandjomi daughter a main* 
tcnance, jH'ocured the latter an engagement 
upon a fmall theatre, which hardly brings her 
in enough to buy pins for her hair. We know 
that at Paris the theatre is more a title to a 
maintenance than a 'maintenance of itfelf ; 
but there is this difference betwixt the coun- 
tries, here the mother carries her cheap dat^ter 
from a rehearfal to church, where both tell 
theii- beads with down-caft eyes, and the moft 
pous looks, in order to bring themfelves into 
a reputation of fanflity with tKe police. By 
this means, perfons who love their pleafures, 
and yet wilh to be well with the Emprefs, 
know no better way of compaffing both thefe 
©bjcfts, than by vifiting the churches. Ano- 
ther inftance of hypocrify. There is a well 
known man of letters here, who tranjlated a 
frarfer-hGok from the French, and dedicated it 
to the Emprefs as an original compofitidn, with 
the view of obtaining a place, together with 
the prefent cuftomary upon thofe occafions. 
The plan fueceeded ; the £mpre& confidere^ 
him as a, pious nian, and be had a reward ; but 
he was fo loft to flianoe, as to make fport of 

the 


fTRAVELS THROUGH G£RMAN7« 267 

the good woman's credulity in the circle of his 
friends. The fame thing takes place with re- 
gard to the prohibition of books. , The queen 
would fink to the ground^ if flie could fee one 
of the thoufand private libraries inVienna^ which 
contain all the heretical^ and all the fcanda*- 
lous writers which (he conceives her college of 
cenfure, and her Index ExfurgatoriuSy which i$ 
thicker than that of Rome, to have baniflied 
from the country for ever. So it is with feveral 
of her other inftitutions, the inefficacy of which 
fliews they are fit for nothing but to make 
hypocrites. 


#■ 


LETTER XXIIL 

Vienna. 

IN order to have any idea of the govern- 
ment of this place, it is ncccffary to attend 
to the three contending parties of the ftatc^ 
The firft and ftrongeft is that of the Emprtcfs i 
it confifts of the great perfonage herfelf. Car-* 
dinal Migazzi the archbilhop, fomc monks, 
principally capuchines, and a few old ladies 
who make their court to the Emprefs by ioii-^ 
tacing her peculiarities. This party is always 

pregnant 
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pregnant with commiffions of chaftity, prohi-; 
bitions of books^ driving away dangerous 
preachers and profeffors, incrcafing the papal 
power, and perfecuting the new philofophy. 
Great part of the old nobility, whofe prero- 
gatives ftand upon the fame ground as thofe of 
the priefthood, adhere very ftrongly to this 
party. 

The fecond party is that of the Emperor, 
and it is at perpetual war with the former. 
This party employs itfclf in the improvement of 
legiflatipn, ^nd the promotion of agriculture, 
trade, and induftry of all kinds 5 in the exten- 
fion of philofbphy and tafte 5 in curtailing the 
exorbitant pretcnfions of the nobles ; in the 
proteftion of the lower claffes againft the high- 
er, — and in whatever can make god§ of men. 
One of the principal perfons of this party is 
Marflial Lacy, who carries on a mod unremit- 
ting wjr againft the monks, and their adhe- 
rents. This able general afts here juft as he 
did when he was opponent to the King of 
Pruffia ; and the Emperor and he are always 
occupied in planning zig-zag-nniarches, and 
counter-marches, and retreats ; fo that General 
Migazzi, and his brown, black, white, half- 
black, half-white troops are often obliged to 
go into winter quarters, without haying effeft- 

ed 
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cd any flaughter at all. Thefe two parties, 
who are open enemies, have, however, fooic 
intercourfe with each other through the me- 
dium of a third, at the head of which is the 
celebrated Count Kaunitz. 

Counf Kaunitz, the greateft ftatefman of our 
day, and a man who, by great fervices to the 
imperial houfe, has worked himfelf into the 
confidence both of the Emprefs and her fon, is 
worthy to be the mediator between them. In 
his heart he is more favourable to the Em- 
peror's party, than to that of his mother j but 
he is obliged to appear a kind of middle-man, 
and to give his own philofbphical operations 
that kind of religious cafl: without which they 
would not go down. He often covers the 
marches of the Emperor and his great field- 
marfhal, by which means, as alert as Migazzi 
is, he is often forced to capitulate before he 
knows that the enemy is in the field. Kaunitz 
diftinguifhes himfelf by his ftyle of living, and 
mode of cxpence. Thefe are entirely French, 
and moft magnificent. As nothing can be 
more contrary to the Emperor's rigid oeconomy, 
than fuch a way of life ; it is not certain but 
that the count, though nothing can fhake 
him, his merits are fo well known, may upon 
a change be obliged to an alteration in this re« 

ipcft. 
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fpcA, which his age, and the haWcss hfe ha^ COil^ 
traded, would make unpleafing to him. 

What with the crefticn of new fchools, and 
the care to prevent the ereftion of titw cloi- 
fters, the battles about aew book^ afKi the re- 
commcndatiotts to civil and militarf employ- 
ments, all the xhrtt parties have fulficiently to 
do. The lafk po»t> efpeciallf, gives them 
conftant work. There is harcSy an employment 
vacant, but the Empi^ is wearied wii^ re- 
commendations from her ladies and priefts ; 
and the Emperor, whofe candidate is commonly 
the nmn of moft merit, is ahnoft always fure 
to come too late. There are a great number 
of finccure offices in the country, but many 
CGiunfellors and affeflors have either nothing to 
d6, or put in depiraes to do their bufinefs for a 
very little money. — The luxmy in which thefe 
people live is beyond conception. His bvnour 
(for every petty fogging judge of the court of 
(onfcience is his honour) muft have his gen- 
tlenaan i and her bonwrj the wife, muft have 
her waiting lady— nor is it as it is with us, 
where between the gentleman and the footman 
there arc no intermediate ranks : here there 
mtift be a maitre d^hotel and a fecretary j and 
as his honour has great bufineft everywhere 
but in his own court, he muft likewifc have 

his 
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his coadu In a word^ there is not a court in 
Europc> except the Turki(h> which pays its 
fervants of the fecond order fo well as this 
does> and yet is fo ill ferved by them. 

For feveral years the Emprefs has given up 
the direAion of the army entirely to her fon, 
and one fees immediately, from the very dif* 
ferent ftyle of arrangement which prevails here 
from that which obtains in the civil and ecc)e« 
fiaftical departments, by \diom it is governed* 
Though the peafantry of the Auftrian domi- 
nions have always been ibldiers, the finances 
of the court were in fuch diforder^ till the 
times of the laft Emperor, that the Dutch and 
Engliih were always forced to pay fubfidies. 
The Emperor Francis laid the foundation of the 
greatneis of the country ; but that it is becom- 
ing every day more and more formidable, is 
owing to one man, who unites in his perfon, 
not only the intellefl: neccffary to carry on 
the greateft enterprizes, but alio the greateft 
knowledge of difcipline, and the ceconomical 
arrangements of an army; I mean General 
Lacy, without a doubt one of the greateft 
gcniufes of the prefent century. How little, 
indeed, do fome of the greateft wits of the age 
appear in comparifon of a man who goes into 
the cabinet to plan arrangements againft the 

united 
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united powers of all Europe — then funs through 
an army of 250000 men,:fo as to pay attention 
to the fmalleft article of the foldiers clothing j 
— at one inftanr, with the happicft Combina-^ 
tion of ideas and conjedture of probabilities, 
lays plans of marches and fieges, — the next 
writes to the taylor and fhoemaker of the army 
to give the clothes a better cut, and the ihoes 
a better flit ; — ^then entertains himfelf with the 
Emperor, in laying plans for the better admi* 
»iftration of juftice, and the greater concerns 
of the ftate ; — then lays himfelf out to endea- 
vour to Amplify the moft trifling military ma- 
noeuvre^ then walks, through the ftore-hou(es> 
and gives orders for the better arrangement of 
the fliores 5 and in the next half hour moralizes 
in the Socratic manner upon any event that 
happens. In a word, if the power of carry- 
ing on feveral ufeful purfuits well at one and 
the fame time is to mark the charader of a 
man, there arc few to be compared with the 
ficld-marfliall. Indeed, whoever knows at all 
what knowledge of the infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery of an army is requifite to fet thefe great 
mafles in motion, will wonder how the head 
that can do this can attend to the buttons of a 
Ibldier's fpatterdaflies* And yet, would you 
think it ! with all this, and a great deal more 

merit 
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merit in a thoufand different ways, this great 
man (I blufli for humanity whilft I write it !) 
. is univerfally hated, not only by all the peo- 
ple of fafliion, but by the army whofc father 
he is ! The reafon is a very evident one j be- 
fore his time every captain had an opportu- 
nity of cheating his fovereign, by furnifhing 
the foldiers of his company with every article 
of clothing, and thofe of a higher rank had 
a fellow feeling with the paymafler, and divided 
the contents of the military cheft between 
them. That is now all at an end ; the foldier 
is fuppHed out of the Emperor's warehoufes 
with every poflible article for which he can 
have occafion, and he receives his pay the mo- 
ment it is due 5 he is better clothed than any 
foldier in Europe, and accuftomed to a thrift 
which cannot but contribute to the increafe 
both of his health and ftrength. All the 
marflial reaps in return for this is to be laugh- 
ed at and defpifed . The monks, who know that 
he is not their friend, do all they can to make 
him unpopular j but he is wife enough to laugh 
at all they can do, and even to amufe himfelf 
with the thoughts of doing good for which he 

receives no thanks. 

As for the black band under Migazzi, it is 

divided into two parties. One of thefe thinks 
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with the cardinal^ i. e. true Bellarmine like> aml^^ 
never mifles an opportunity of introducing an 
cx-jefuit, when it is poffible. This, however, 
is the fmalleft in number; nor can Migazzi 
now and then prevent a wolf from being ihut 
up with his fheep ; there are even fome bifhops 
who only wait the Emperor's permiflion to fall to 
and level his hierarchy with the ground* In the 
mean time, however, the cardinal does what he 
can to keep the public fchools and churches free 
from the infeftion. A few years ago, a monk 
took it into his head to preach that, " Priefts 
" owe the fame fubje£l:ion to the civil power as 
*' the low6ft of its fubjefts — as they enjoy the 
«' fame proteftion and prerogatives as thefe> 
«« they are bound in the fame manner to take 
" upon them the offices of the ftate. The churchy 
*' partly from its own ufurpations, partly from 
«' the weaknefs of temporal fovereigns, has 
^ rifen, in times of darknefs, to a height where 
'« the ftrft Chriftians would not know it again. 
" Every prince is obliged to promote the good 
*' of the church as far as it coincides with the 
" good of the ftate, &c. &c/* The cardinal, 
who in general does not like fermons, immedi- 
ately marked his prey. The Emperor at firft 
took the monk's part with great fpirit; this made 
the cunning archbilhop hold his hand i but asfoon 
5 • - as 
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as the Emperor had fat out on his travels, the 
monk was immediately feized and fent prifoner 
to a convent in Upper Aiiftria, where he ftill 
remains, whilft the Emperor has nothing for it, 
hvtt to ftt down thefe and many other traits of 
the &me kind in the book of his remem* 
brance. 

The great triumph of the archiepifcopal party 
Ibews itfclf in the licenfing of books. Nothing 
can be well conceived nrorc grievous than the 
fituatk)n of the Hcenfers of the prefs, many of 
whom are very fenfible worthy men. They are 
often forced to alter almoft the whole of a MS. 
and after all remain anfwerable for whatever an 
old court lady, a monk, a fool, or a knave, may 
fee obnoxious in it when it comes out ; but their 
hardeit work is to manage what is publiflied 
with regard to the country ; for one grand prin- • 
ciple obtains here, which is, that nothing which 
is Auftrian can be bad. What the ftate of lite- 
rature is under all thefe difcouragements ftiall 
be the fubjeft of my next letter. 


T 2 LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 


' Vieaxuu 

THE powers of die foul are like the 
powers of the body i as the various exer- 
cifcs of fwimmirig^ boxings dancing, and run- 
nings give ftrength and poliih to the one> which 
a conciftued ftate of reft would inevitably de- 
prive it of, fo to developc the powers of the 
foul of a people, tht mind muft have its gym- 
jnaftic exercifes too. Freedom of motion is to 
the body, what freedom of thought is to the foul, 
and unnatural compullion renders body and foul 
alike torpid and ftifF. 

Of all the nations mentioned in hiftory, the 
Greeks and Romans, were thofe whofe philofophy 
was the lead united with their religion; and it was 
probably owing to this caufe, that their Ipirits 
received an impulfe which the ^Egyptians, Ba- 
bylonians, and. Chaldasans, never knew. Phi- 
lofophy, and whatever was called fcience 
among thefe laft, were the fpecial property of 
the priefts, whofe intereft demanded that they 
fhould be fmothcred in hieroglyphics, and kept 
from the people. The little that fomc learned 
Creeks gleaned from their voyages to the Nile 

and 
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and Euphrates^ wiere not the produftions of a 
fruitful genius ; but only tedious inveftigations^ 
which the flow and progreflive labours of monks 
had traced out. Their celebrated philofophy 
did nothing for the people ; it had nothing bene- 
volent in it i nothing that purified tafte or fen» 
timent ; nothing that extended the comforts of 
.focial life, or advanced the progrefs of legis- 
lation. It was the dry refult of folitary ftudies, 
and the people who could not underftand its 
drift, took no fliare in it. 

When more modern Rome wove the web of 
power, and endeavoured to gain the maftery 
over mankind, by commanding their opinions, 
it was natural that all the arts and fciences fliould 
be fubjedted to religion. The figure of the 
earth, the fpots of the fun, and the whole of the 
Copernican fyftem were to be reconciled to the 
kfier of fcripture, the fathers, the councils, and 
the papal bulls. Every thing was referred to 
religion ; and had not the pope endeavoured to 
fubje& the power of princes to it, we fliould 
ftill have been in the darknefs of the eleventh 
century. 

Long after the reformation, the cufliom of 
lookmg upon every thing with religious fpec- 
tacles ftill continued. The protcfl:ant priefts 
(Tpuld npt forego the old cuftom of being the 

T 3 arbiters 
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arbiters of morality. It is true, that by the 
reparation they underrnincd their own power; 
but they did it by degrees, and without being 
cpnfcious of the confequences. Though Luther 
permitted the temporal princes to fcize tlic 
eftates of the ecclefiaftics, it is evident, from his 
writings, that as a reformer of the church he 
placed himfelf far above all the powers of this 
world. Calvin's infolence and fpirit of opprcf- 
fion in religious matters is well known. Their 
followers long maintained their ufurped domi- 
nation over the temporal powers, and the regions 
of fclence. Some of them are ftill in po£fe(fion 
of it at this day. We muft do our author the 
juftice to acknowledge, that it is the firft fince 
the times of the Greeks and Romans, in which 
true freedom of thought, and a philofophy really 
beneficial to mankind, has appeared. 

No doubt but the Englifh have greatly taken 
the lead in thefe matters. That they did fo, was 
owing to the fpirit of their conftitution in fome 
degree; but ft ill more to the eftabliflied tole- 
ration of fo many fedtaries, who not being united 
to each other, could eftablifti no general plan 
of tyranny, over the opinions of their fellow- 
creatures. It was natural for the Englifh, di- 
vided as they are into fo many fefts, who enjoy 
almoft the lame privileges in the ftate, by dc-. 

grces 
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grees to confider legiflation, fcience, and what- 
ever elfe belongs to fecial life, as independent 
of religion J whilft, on the other hand, the Swc- 
di{h and Danifh priefts, as well is thofe of fomc 
proteftant republics, would continue to exercife 
their empire over all worldly concerns. The 
fpirit of theEnglifhman, fettered by no reftraints, 
took the eagle flight, that carried it beyond the 
rival nations. Their philofophers allowed them- 
felves to wander through ^very contradiftory fpe- 
.culations. They had their Cynics, their Pytha- 
goreans, their Platonifts^ their Epicureans, and 
many others ; but they were, like the ancients, 
all of a mind about the effential duties of man, 
and the difference of their fpeculations only fet 
their oppofltion in a clearer light. Even in the 
fciences of calculation, they (hewed the energy 
of a genius, that was accuftomedto allow itfelf 
to expatiate freely in the various fields of fcience. 
It is true, that they often gave into the moft 
ridiculous hypothefis, and the moft puerile fu- 
. perftition i but thefe excrefcences of the freedom 
.of thought are as infeparable from it, as other 
excrefcences are from civil freedom, nor can 
- you prevent all abufes, without taking away the 
thing itfelf that is abufed. 

AH I ftiall fay of our own country, is, that 
.the freedom of thought is much Icfs limited in 

T 4 it 
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it by government^ than it is in feveral countries 
which call themfelves free, much lefs fo as to 
religious matters, than in many proteftant 
countries. I muft now return to Vienna, from 
whence I have taken a pretty long excurfion. 

I had heard fo much, throughout my journey 
hither from the Rhine, of the ftateof the fchools 
in Auftria, and of the great care the Empreis 
took in the education of her fubjefts, and for 
the improvement of ^arts and fciences, that I 
thought of nothing all the way, but finding Vi- 
enna a German Athens. It was probably owing 
to thefe over great expectations that I was fo 
much difappointed. The fchools for the young 
children are, of all the public inftitutions, far 
the beft, though many things are taught, even 
here, which can be of no fervicc in life, a^nd only 
ferve to make young pedants, and charlatans. 
Religion, and xnorals are taught them in a way 
that can neither warm the heart nor enlighten 
the head, nor is fufficient care taken of the mo- 
rals. Thefe dcfedts are, however, in feme mea- 
fure fupplied, by the infight given into com- 
merce, navigation, agriculture, &c. And it 
muft be confefled, that thefe fchools are the only- 
ones I have hitherto {ttn in the catholic ftatcs 
ia Germany, in which the children are more 
taught to be jgood citizens than good monks. 

Still, 
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Still, however, the two predominant features of 
this flate, blind fubordination, and a regard for 
monks, are very prevalent here. But yet I can- 
not conceive how fo many families ftill prefer to 
truft their children to the private education of 
French women (who are commonly caft-off 
ftrumpets, or foolifh chambermaids, who prefer 
being governefles here, to making fires and 
warming beds in iFrance) -, or how fuch fwarms 
of French and Italian abbes, are ftill allowed to 
educate the young men. It miift be allowed, 
indeed, of the fchools, that as they are ftill new 
inftitutions, in which there obtains no thorough 
well-digefted fyftem, and as there are frequently 
changes made in them, they have not yet had 
any very fenfible efFedt upon the public manners; 
but it is probable that the next generation will 
find the advantage of them. 

I attended the feveral courfes read by the 
public profeflbrs. It is certain that the expencc 
of thefe muft be very great to the Emprefs. Not 
only the courfes ufually read clfewhere are free 
here, but they read upon feveral fubjefts which 
you muft pay a very high price for with us. 
Such are the living languages, the fciences of 
politics, &c. There prevails, however, ftill a 
kind of barbarity, which makes one lament the 
great expence the foyereign is att Mr. Pilati^ 

the 
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the editor oi Voyages €n differ ens Fays de rEurope^ 
from 1774 /« 17761 iays, be has heard itmain« 
tained in an Auftrian univerfity^ <' That all the 
" property of the fubjed belongs to the fovc- 
«' reign." I cannot fay quite fo much i but I 
believe that no reader on the law of nature here, 
would dare to aflert, that the fovereign has duties 
to fulfil towards his fubje£ts^ as well as the fub- 
je£ts towards him. I was afTured^ that the find- 
ing this propofition, in the fyllabus of a Bene- 
dictine of Saltfburg, had given fudh offence to 
one of the licenfers of the prefs, that the perlbn 
who had the book, was defired to fend it out of 
the country. The Roman law too, with all its 
numerous train of coniments, and paraphrafes, 
fe far remote from our prefent conftitution and 
manners, ftill fupports itfelf in this famous uni- 
verfity, and muft make the candidates for thepro- 
feflional chair, pedants and falfe reafoners. As 
to the jus fublicumy thofe who have happened to 
hear ledures read upon it here, and at Straf- 
burgh, would not believe it to be the law of the 
fame' empire. At Strafburgh, Germany is 
confidered as a republic, in which the Emperor 
only occupies the place of a cbnful, or dictator i 
whereas here he is confidered as a moll abfolute 
monarch. Our own theology is fufficiently 
barbarous ; but here I have heard them read for 

an 
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an hour together^ de immaculata conceptions 
Maria. Another time I heard a fubtilc do£tor 
make very ferious enquiry, whether, fuppoHng 
any man to have had exiftence before Adam, he 
would have been tainted with original fin ! As 
to Chriftian ethics, they are ftill taken from 
Bufenbaun, Voity and their fellows. I have 
heard fuch iafcivious defcriptions in the public 
fehools as, had they been found in a profane 
Jbook, would unavoidably have placed it in the 
index of prohibited books. It is true, indeed, 
that Bufenbaun, in his Morality for the Stews j 
has declared that it is right to read plainly upon 
morality, even though it fhould excite finful 
affc£tions m the fcholars, and even though, thofe 
afFedlions fliould break out into finful aftions. 
For he fays, " it will do the more good at con- 
^« feffion." As to their metaphyfics, they arc 
the very quinteflence of pedantry and nonfenfe. 
Though I was not furprifed to hear a learned • 
profeffor demonftrate, that two fingle fubftances 
could not kifs and embrace each other, and that 
it was not impcffible but that one and the fame 
thing, ftiould exift in the fame inftant a thoufand 
times in different places i I could not well con- 
ceive what my learned man meant to do with 
this laft propoGtion, which I remembered to 
have feen in a metaphyfical book, t^l at length 

• 
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ic flruck me^ that it was intended to make the 
people underftand how the body of Chrift might 
be in every confecrated hoft from Canton ta 
Berlin, at the fame inftant 5 for every thing here, 
has a reference to religion. What amazed me 
mod, however^ in my metaphyfician, was, the 
feeming extent of his erudition. There was not 
a metaphyfician from the jEthiopian Troglodite 
to John JameSy whofe works he did not fccm to 
have read through j he quoted from every lan- 
guage that has ever ei^ifted, and in the courfe of 
half an hour confuted at leaft fix antagonifts. 
He amufed me, in fliort, fo much, that I could 
not help going often to hear, and get wh^tl could 
out of him. At length, I borrowed of a ftu- 
dent, who was in the fame houfe with me, the. 
metaphyfical lefture book he read from, which 
was written by the Jefuit Storchenaw. At firft 
fight, you would imagine that this jefuit had 
found out the fecret of making metaphyfic^ 
overturn all poffible knowledge. Not only all 
the old fefts, fuch as the Pythagorean, Platonic 
clans, and Epicureans, but likewife all the fa- 
thers of the church were here collected together. 
Next to thefe, you find all that has been written 
in the middle or latter centuries, by Machiavel, 
J-Iobbes, Spencer, Defcartes, Mallebranche, 
Bayle, JUcibnitz, Locke, Voltaire, RoufleaU;^ 

Bolingbroke, 
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Bolingbroke, Hume, Helvetius, the author of the 
Syfteme delaNaturCyZXi^ a thoufand other writers, 
who certainly never dreamed of being confuted 
thus in a lump, by a jefuit of the univcrfity of 
Vienna. The ftudent, of whom I borrowed the 
book, conceived himfelf to be poffefled of the 
kernel of all thefe writers, nor had he the leaft 
doubt himfelf to be able to overturn all the fine 
fophiftry of Bayle and Spinofa, with two leaves 
of his book. You may fuppofe I was eager to 
be acquainted with a man who kne^v fo much. 
But how furprifed was I, when a friend of his 
affured me, he had never read a line either of 
Bayle, Machiavel, Voltaire, or many other 

s 

writers whom he had confuted ! He himfelf 
had once lent him three quarto volumes only 
for one (ingle evening, and in a few d ys after 
found them anfwered in a diflcrtation. 

The belt leftures are, without a doubt, thofe 
given on phyfic. Van Swieten has done what 
was to be expefted from him in this branch. 
The profeffors afFcft to be of no feft either paft 
or prefent, but accuftom their fcholars to 
abufe Hippocrates, Galen, Boerhaave, &c. and 
to truft only to themfelves. Except Storck, 
however, who is phyfician to the Emperor, 
there are hardly three good phyficians here. 
Yet the method of learning praftice is a good 

one. 
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one« EverT candidate for a degree has a 
certain fet of patients in the hofpital. Thefc 
he vifits, and prefcribes for, and then writes 
down the fymptoms of their difeafe^ tc^ether 
with his reafons for giving the drugs he orders. 
The profeflbr then comes ; looks over the pre- 
fcriptions ; compares them with the ftate of the 
patient, and makes bis obfervations on them. 
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LETTER XXV. 

Vienna. ' 

T rIENNA fwarms with literati. Wheii 
V a man accofts you, whom you do not 
know by his dirty hands for a painter, fmith, 
or (hoemaker, or by his livery for a footman, 
or by his fine clothes for a man of confc- 
quence, you may be affured that you fee either 
a man of letters, or a taylor ; for between thefe 
two clafles I have not yet learned to diftin- 
guilh. It would be in vain for you, however, 
to alk me the names of thefe great men j for 
I confefs I know none but the very few who 
have a real title to that appellation, fuch as 
Hell, Martini, Storck, Stephani, Denis, and 
Sonnerfels, the only philofopher who deferves 

- the 
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the name, the only one who unites ufeful know* 
ledge to patriotifm, tafte, and elegance. As to 
thofe among the higheft ranks, who either cul* 
tivate their knowledge for themfelves, or em- 
ploy their talents in the fervice of their coun- 
try, they would be afliamed of the title of mag 
of letters, degraded as it now is. 

I happened by chance to take up a book, 
written by a profeffor of Lintz ; it is called the 
Leamedy but for its contents might as well 
have been called the Unleamea Auftria, as it 
does not give an account of a (ingle original 
work that has merit, but only mentions about 
one hundred writers of differtations, bad verfes, 
fermons, and miferable comedies. But the 
place abounds in fuch authors, whofe know- 
ledge of the world does not exceed that of a 
common footman. In Paris you would be 
furprifed to find a man of letters not acquaint- 
ed with the hiftory of his own country, that of 
Europe, and fo forth. Here it is a prodigy 
to meet with one who knows any of thefe 
things. 

Many of the Emperor's officer's with whom 
I am acquainted, deferve the title of learned 
men, much more than the niiferable wretches 
to whom it is given. Befides profeflional 
knowledge, moft of the former poffefs a cer- 
tain 
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tain knowledge of the worlds and the habits 6( 
converfacion ; and I ki\ow feveral of them wkd 
may be called philofopherSj t?hich is not the 
cafe with four of the other claft. 

The Italians and French are generally re- 
proached tvith having worri thefmfelves out. 
This may be true, but it did not happen before 
we had produced mafter-pieCes in every branch 
of fcience; whereas thefe people,* as has in-* 
deed been acknowledged by their own writers, 
have gone ftraight from barbarity into barren- 
nefs, nor has philofophy ever had her day 
here. The reafon of this may be eafily 
afligned. Hitherto, the dsemon of monkery 
has held the national fpirit in its claws, and 
though attempts have been made to fet it free, 
the daemon has only allowed it liberty enough 
to play, and has hitherto been both powerful, 
and provident enough to prevent its flave from 
becoming its maften It is Jofeph who muft 
break thefe chains. 

After what I have been telling you of the 
ftatc of things, you will not be furprifed when 
you are told, that moft of the men of merit here 
are foreigners. Lacy, Laudohn and "^urmfer, 
in the army, were not born here ; and as to 
the reft, Storck is a Suabian j Denis, the great 
Auftrian poet, a Bavarian s and Hell^ the ma- 
4 thematician. 
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thematician, a Silefian j nay, though the higher 
pofts of the ftate are occupied by natives, yet 
are the Emperor's confidential . fecretarics, 
foreigners. What is more, all the new enter- 
prizes have alfo been fet on foot by foreigners, 
who have been but indifferently rewarded. The 
inventor of that mod ufeful of inftitutions, the 
penny poft, was obliged to run away for debt; 
a French officer who had been called in to 
make fome improvements in the artillery, had 
his work made fo uneafy to him, that he was 
obliged to look for more gratitude at Naples ; 
and an Englifliman who had taught them the 
art of gelding horfes fafcly, being paid only in 
great promifes, and neglefted when the bufi- 
nefs was done, was made fo unhappy *by it, 
that he fhot himfelf through the head, and 
left a note upon his table, purporting that he 
died becaufe he had been led into contracting 
debts, . a thing he was not accuftomed to. 
This negleft of merit is not to be charged to 
the couit. Thofe who can come into the 
prince's fight are no where more fplendidly re- 
warded than they are here 5 but then it muft be 
confeflfed too, that there is no place where the 
minions of a court fo well underftand the art 
of keeping talents out of fight^ The Emperor, 
indeed, drives to break thefe intrigues as 
VOL, I. U much 
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much as he can, and to meet merit half way % 
but it is impoffible for a great monarch to do 
every thing, 

I have little to fay cf what concerns the artSi 
though I faw the academy's annual exhibition 
of painting and fculpture. The former con- 
fiftcd merely of portraits. In ftatuary there 
were only two bufts, one of the Emperor^ the 
other of the Emprefs, which gave me any plea- 
furci but you know I am no great conhoifleur. 
The great triumph of the arts is the theatre, of 
which therefore I fhall give you an account in 
my next letter. 


LETTER XXVI. 

Vienna. 

SI X T EjE N years fince, harlequin was the 
life of every dramatic performance ; no* 
thing was agreeable but what he did or faid ; 
though the critics of the northern parts of Ger- 
many have hifled him from their ftages, the 
multitude here ftill wifh for his return. When 
harlequin was difmiffed, attempts began to be 
made towards fontiing a national theatre ; this 

was 
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was done by flow degrees, but it has at length 
come to cohfiderablc perfeftion. - 1 have fcen 
them play the Pere de Famille here nearly as well, 
I think, as it could be adtcd 011 a Paris theatre. 
The company is feleft, but it has the fame 
faults as that of Paris 5 the faults which every 
company muft have that is not under very ftrong 
government. 

I was converfing fome days ago upon this 
fubjeft with one of the principal aftors : " We 
" form," fays he, " a kind of parliament amongft 
*' ourfelves, and the intendant of the court has 
** no more power over us, than the king of 
*^ Great Britain has over the Houfe of Com- 
" mons/* So much the worfe, thought I j the 
republican form of government, which is always ^ 
a bad one, muft be particularly fo for a com- 
pany of players, part of v^hom defire always to 
be the kings and princes which they arc upon 
the boards, and to hold their comrades in the 
fame ft ate of fubjeftion they do there. 

I muft introduce you to the acquaintance of 
the principal of thefc wbigs-, they are really 
worthy to be known to you, for they dcferve 
the refpeft in which they are held, and which 
has gained them admittance to all the beft fo- 
cieties of the place« 

u a The; 
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. The elder Stephanie^ the manager, is an ex- 
traordinary man ofF the (tage. He has read 
much, and has a very good heart. He has 
a great deal of wit, and all the manner and poli(h 
of a man of the world. It is pity that his make 
is not the beft for the theatre j his feet are ugly, 
and the belly is not quite what it fhould be, to 
correfpond with the upper part of the body. He 
endeavours as much as he can to conceal this defeft 
by artificial poftures, but you fee that his figure 
hurts him. After Brockman,he is the beft fpeaker 
on the ftage, but not the moft pleafing, as his 
voice often wants force. His pronunciation is 
remarkably good, which he owes to his educa- 
tion in Saxony. His countenance is naturally 
cxpreffive, though not fo much fo on the ftage 
as it might be, from the circumftance of his be- 
ing fair, and not painting fufficiently. His prin- 
cipal parts are thofe of afFeftionate fathers. I 
have no where feen Le Pere de Famille played 
better than by him; but as he is confcious of the 
imperfeftions of his figure, and has to do with 
an unmanageable fet, he is often forced to take 
up with parts not made for him- On this prin- 
ciple I Jiave often feen him play young, lively 
princes with no great credit to himfelf; ftill, 
ho>yever, there is fenfe in all he does, and he 

makes 
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makes every thing that can be made of a part. 
Befides feveral tranflations from the French and 
Englifh, if I miftake not, he has written feveral 
original pieces. 

His younger brother is the direft oppofite of 
him, a rough, ftifF, arrogant man, with the face 
of Medufa, and at firft fight he feems more in- 
tended for a corporal of grenadiers, than for an 
aftqr. He plays the parts of clowns, angry 
boys, tyrants, executioners, and the like, which 
are all fo natural to him, that nobody elfe can 
do them as well. He is ftill more valuable as 
a poet than as an aftor. Notwithftanding all the 
faults found with him, his pieces are reprcfented 
on all the ftages of Germany, even on thofe where 
people exclaim mod loudly againft them : they 
contain, indeed, a great deal of nature, admir- 
able charafters, and often very fine plots. It 
is pity that thefe merits are (haded by &mc inri#- 
perfeftions, but the author is not fufficient 
matter of his language, and his fertility (for 
he fells his pieces by the dozens) often com- 
pels him to take up with improbable ftories. 
If he would but give himfelf a little more time 
to corre6t and polifh, he might pafs for one of 
the beft poets of the time. His Love for the King, 
founded on the hiftory of Charles II. his De- 
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ferteur aiis KUul^id^i i h\% BekMtt/cbaft in Mail 
his ff^olfa in des Keetde^ and his Unter/cbied Bg 
Ditnfthewerbungtn^ though not worked up to 
claffical elegance^ befpeak true genius. He is 
entirely callous to all criticifms^ both in his 
afting and writing; laughs at, or abufes the 
critics to their faces, or if needs mull, brings 
them to order with his iifts. 

Brockman has been here for fome years ; he 
was known to fame lon^ before, and enjoyed 
the fame reputation at Hamburgh, which Gar- 
rick did in England, and Le Kain - at Paris. 
It was a great while before they could perfuade 
him to come to Vienna, owing to the fear he had 
of the republican cabals of this theatre, and his 
not being upon very good terms with his wife, 
who was engaged here; but at length confider- 
able offers prevailed on him. He is one of 
thofc players who do not pleafe you moft at firft 
fight, but improves on you the more you fee 
them. You muft be accuftomed tq fomewhat 
of an unwieldy figure, and fomewhat of a hoarfe 
voice, before you can value his merits as they 
defcrve ; but whoever can get over thefe flight 
defefts is fure to be enraptured with his expref- 
fion, Not a (hade of paflion efcapes him. The un- 
common eafe of his a6tion conceals the extraordi- 
2 nary 
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nary ftudy which he has bellowed on every mo- 
tion and every word. He is conftantly before 
the looking-glafsj and every thing in him be* 
Q)eaks underftanding, induftry> and pradice. 
His chief part is Hamlet^ which, however, the 
republican conftitution of this theatre does not 
allow him to play, as it is a rule here not to 
take from any man a part which he has once 
afted, and this part is poflefled by Mr. de 
Lange, a gendeman of whom I fhall fpeak 
more freely hereafter. Brockman, however, is 
like Garrick, and can play every part, from the 
fultan to the flave. — I do not know a greater 
proof of a thorough knowledge of the world. 

We now come to a man who is tnily an unique 
in his way, I mean Bergopzoomer, one of the 
greateil charlatans y and, at the fame time, one of 
the greateft workmen in his art J have yet feen. 
He kept a theatrical academy at Prague, where 
he hit upon the fingular devife of making every 
motion of the hands or feet by letters of the 
alphabet. When he faid A, B, C, D, &c. his 
fcholars were to fall into the correfponding atti* 
tudes. He is likewife the author of a very 
dreadful tragedy, the chief charafter of which 
(played by himfelf) difpatcheS all the reff, and 
then difpatches himfelf. Deeds of blood are his 

u 4 fortc^ 
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f^rU. I faw him play Richard the Third very well. 
He is ftrongj but well made, has a wonderful 
voice, a lively eye, a great deal of expreffion in 
his countenance, and knows how to make 
good ufe of all thefe advantages. He excels 
even Brockman in art, for he paints his face of 
all poffible colours, in order to hit the face of 
the perfon he reprefents to the life. He puts 
on a great deal of falfe hair, which he tears off 
when he is in a paffion, and toiTes about the 
ftage by handfuls. His wounds muft bleed true 
blood : when he is in great paffions he often 
fpits blood. I faw him throw himfelf on the 
ground in Richard, and grin, and grind his 
teeth in fuch a manner, as really made me (hud* 
den With all this, there is an appearance of 
nature in his expref&qn of the paffions, that 
forces an adept in theatrical matters to forget 
all his trick and grimace. HisF^^/* furpafTes 
every thing of the kind I have ever feen. He 
thoroughly underftands the advantage an aftor 
has in ufing a proper climax of voice. In the 
part oiCamillo Rota^ in Emilia Calotte, he makes 
the whole pit fliudder, without any niotion of the 
arms or any alteration of countenance, barely 
by fpeaking five or fix words. Nor dos he 

* A character in the tragedy of Percy, 
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excel only in the parts of kings and murderers. 
Hfs Sir John Rejllefsy in ^11 in the Wrongj is a 
mafterly performance. You know what a dif- 
ficult part that is. It is pity that he will not 
play thefe kind of parts oftener. To fum up his 
charafter, he is a good companion^ and^ what is 
more rare to be met with in a player, a man of 
fortune. 

Amongft all the adors, there is none who has 
fo many friends and protestors amongft the 
great people^as Mr.Miller. The man undcrftands 
every thing ; Jie makes lotteries at the public 
aflembliesy keeps toybooths in them for the 
ladies ; has a clever wife and handfome daugh- 
ter, who play upon the harpGchord in the houfes 
of the great, and he knows how to iniprovc all 
thefe advantages. His credit is fo good, that 
he is faid, though I believe matters to be a little 
exaggerated in this refpeft, to have conftantly 
50000 guilders of other people's money in cir- 
culation. He lives like a great man with the great. 
His houfe ftands in one of the beft and moft ex- 
penfive parts of the town. He has a fuite of rooms 
furniihed with great tafte and magnificence. He 
hires an elegant garden in one of the fuburbs, 
where, in fummer time, he keeps open table for 
all the world. All the wits of Germany bring 
him letters of recommendation, and he takes 

them 
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them into his houfe. The acquaintances he 
thereby makes amongft the great perfons here^ 
and the learned peiibns there^ fully pay him for 
his hofpitality. He has Mfo written fome plays, 
but thefe have not anfwered fo well as his deal- 
ings in toys. He is the moll infinuating man 
in the world, and as he endeavours to ferve every 
one, fo he is defirous of being ferved by them* 
As an a£lor, he is intolerably vain^ His pro- 
per parts are thofe of pedants, footmen, and 
taders^ but as he does not like to play a difier* 
ent part on the ftage from what he plays off it, 

hennll be enacting courtiers and petits maitres. 

Mr. Langs, whom I mentioned bdbre, is a 
handfome man, and has a very good voice. His 
fault confix in his being a painter. All his at* 
tttudes on the theatce are academical, and his 
ftiff movements remind us of thofe drawing- 
fchools in which they put the figure in attitudes, 
in which it is feldom or never feen in nature* 
He might give up his Hamlet to Brockman, 
and be no lofer ; but be has a perverfity about 
him which is a fign of a fmall underftanding. 
When he is to fpeak a fpeecb, which he thinks 
will meet with applaufe, he comes as near to 
the pit as he can, and often goes beyond the 
fide-boxes. He has too little underftanding to 
4a6t the parts of ordinary life. His forte is in 

heroes 
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heroes of romance^ and he excels in Cou^^ m 
Fayel. He has no command of his fine voice, 
but falls by degrees into finging. He often 
ftrikefi his breaft with his double fifts. He has 
many friends, and an amiable wife, who fings 
very well. By means of his friends he often 
poflefles himfelf of parts to which he has no 
other pretenfions. In fine, he is likewife one 
^the few players who are rich. 

The only ador of the firft clafs, who remains 
to be fpoken of, is Mr. Steigentjejcbi whom I had 
much rather fee in a room than on the ftage. 
He is a man of very univerfal knowledge, fpeaks 
feveral languages, and has a great deal of wits 
bu( hi^ little figure, and a cooGderable degree 
of affeftation, fpoil his afting, which, however, 
befpeaks a great deal of underftanding and 
knowledge of the world. He plays beaux and 
coxcombs, which as well as lovers are in bad 
hands, — I fcall fay nothing to you of the re- 
mainder, as it would make the catalogue too 
large. 

Madam Sakko has the pre-eminence amongft; 
Che ladies. She was formerly Mademoifelle 
Ricbardyznd was more known to the great world, 
betwixt the Rhine and the Elbe, by the charms 
of her perfon than by her afting. She feemed for 
^ time to have \o& in love purfuits thofe aflo- 

nifhing 


300 TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANT. 

nilhing talents which nature had given her, but 
.they difcovered themfelves by degrees, and flic 
has endeavoured to nnake up for the time loft 
by uncommon ftudy and application* She pof- 
.fefles a feeling heart, a Greek profile, a fan- 
tailic, or, if I may fo fay, a romantic counte- 
nance, eyes full of fire, a very fine perfon, and 
: a filvcr toned voice. Thofe who would be quite 
melted, muft fee her in the part of Gabrielle de 
Vergis. > For the firft time in my life in a thea- 
tre, I felt tears fall from my eyes. Tragedy, 
•however, is not her foic forte ; flie plays the parts 
of fine ladies, marchioneffcs, and devotees, with 
the fame felicity. She has a thorough know- 
ledge of the world, and all the doors of this 
place, thofe of the imperial cabinet itfelf not 
excepted, are open to her. She is fuch a mif- 
trefs of her motions, that a friend of mine com- 
pared her to an inftrument which plays treble 
and bafe at the fame time. Indeed, all the 
motions of her mouth, eyes, arms, and body, 
are in fuch thorough unifon with, and fet off 
each other fo well, that I do not know to what 
flie can better be compared than to an inftru- 
ment of this fort. There are not three aftreffes 
in the world to be compared to her i and ftie is 
worthy to be, as flie is, the goddefs of the pub- 
lic's idolatry. Still, however, {he was forced 
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•o wait fomc time before the public faw her merit. 
Her aftion, like Brockman's, does not pleafe at 
firft fight, as that oi Bergopzoomer and Lange does. 
This is common to all that is very fine ; you 
muft examine and compare the parts, before you 
can be ftruck with the beauty and fymmetry of 
the whole. 

Mademoifelle ^eutjcher and Madencioifellc 
Nannette Jaynet are the next. Thefe ladies 
would be good aftreflcs if there was no Sakko. 
I know no other ladies to mention to you but 
Madame Huber^ who on, and off the ftage enafts 
the part of a proud, quarrelfome, and foolilh wife 
to perfeftion. 

The whole company is in the pay of the court, 
and every individual in it, keeps his falary for . 
life, even when he ceafes to be ferviceablc. The 
higheft falary paid by the court is 1 200 guil- 
ders ; bcfides this the principal aftors have 600 
guilders for fire and clothes, and what remains 
of the receipts after the expences are paid, is 
divided amongft them. The receipts generally 
amount to 120,000, and the expences to 80000 
guilders a year. The fuperflux is divided ac- 
cording to the falaries. Thofe who have chil- 
dren endeavour to procure them a fmall ap- 
pointment as foon as poflible. In general, thefe 
are given With great liberality. They made 
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Madam Sakko*s huftand (by profeflion a dancer, 
but of no manner of ufe), inQ>eftor of the w^d« 
robe, with an appointment of 5oo^ilders; {o the 
two together have 2300 guilders> or about 250 
pounds a year. The fecond rates have from 
806 to 1000 guilders, and the thirds from 400 
to 600 guilders. Jacynel and his two daughters 
receive 4000 guilders, or about 400 pounds a 
year. 

The cabals and intrigues which exift in this 
commonwealth, you can have no conception of; 
every new part makes a quarrel, in which the 
courtiers take part s the public fuffers accord- 
ingly. If this company was under good ma- 
nagement, it would be one of the three firft in 
Europe. As things now are, authors are greatly 
injured. When a play is offered, it is read in the 
theatrical parliament, when the majority of 
votes decides whether it (hall be afted or not i 
the confequence of this is, that a good play is 
often refufed, either becaufe fome of the firft 
adtors have no good part in it, or becaufe they 
will not leave a good part to another, or becaufe 
they "are not at leifure to ftudy a new part, or, 
which is ofteneft the cafe, becaufe they know* 
nothing of the merits. The author of a new 
piece, together with a premium, is entitled to a 
third part of what his work produces, and may 
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fell the copy. Notwithftanding thefe advan- 
tages, new plays are fo fcarce, that they have 
been obliged to call in the affiftance of a Ger« 
man opera. The quarrels this daily occafions 
betwixt the two companies, and the contempt 
they have for one another, are truly ridiculous. 
The Emprefs takes care that the public manners 
of the afbreiTes flxall be more decent than they 
are at Paris. 

Upon the whole, the public of this place has 
as bad a tafte as that of Munich. Every thing 
here cries out fanem et circenfesy and the mul- 
titude feem to have no other wifhes than to have 
their paunches well filled, and a theatrical enter- 
tainment by way of deilert ; but neither the tafte 
or morals are improved by . this. The gene- 
rality wilh for the return of harlequin, who, 
though he cannot appear, as he ufed to do, with 
his motley coat and wooden fword, often ftruts 
about in the hero's drefs to delight them;- at 
Icaft it is only to this that I can afcribe the mi- 
ferable pantomimes with which the tragic a£tors 
interfperfe their tragedies. The general tafte 
is for grimace, buffoonery, and exaggeration. Of 
a good plot, natural and eafy dialogue, or pure 
ftyle, they know nothing. I have heard feveral 
things applauded here which would have been 
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hifled at Paris, if the French of them had been 
as bad as the German was. 

Bcfides the national theatre, fix or feven ftrol- 
ling companies occupy the fuburbs. Thefe are 
of the fort I have been ufed to in Suabia. The 
aftors confift of taylors, perriwig-makers, ap- 
prentices, and ruined ftudents, who are fome- 
times on the ftage, fometimes in the hofpital, 
and fomctimes in the army. Thefe gentlemen 
play by a kind of half light, favourable to the 
purpofcs of intrigue. Thofe of them fucceed 
heft who have their booths in a garden, where 
a man may walk with his friend betwixt the a£ts. 
They are fo confcious th^^t the piiWic does not 
come to fee them, that half the company is com- 
monly in the alehoufe whilft the play is going 
forward, and one man afts three or four parts. 


LETTER XXVII. 

THE editor of Voyages en differentes far-- 
ties de VEurofe fpeaks very contumeli- 
oufly of the German nobility, and ranks the Nea- 
politan ones far above them in point of income* 
He (hould at Icaft have excepted the Auftrian 
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fiobles^ as there are fererjrf there who poflcft 
more than tnj fix of the richeft Neapolitans 
he mentions. Prihee Francis Lichtenftein, the 
tMcr branch of that family^ has at lead 900^000 
florins^ that is 2,300,006 French livres per 
annum* In Moravia only, he has twenty eftatfes^ 
which confift of twenty, or thirty villages 
each ; he is^ without comparifon> the richeft man 
iti Europe. Lord Gavendifli, who pafles for 
the mod opulent man in England, has not above 
80,000 1. a year. At Paris there is not either A 
farmer general, or a man of qtiality, whofe itt«« 
conrie pafles iao,ooo livres. Neither Prince 
Rad^ivxl^ nor Prince Ctaartsorilky in Poland, hor 
any of the Ruffian nobility, have eftates like 
thoie of Prince Lichtenftein. Prince Efterhazy 
has upwards of 6oo/)oo, and Prince Schwart- 
36enberg above 400,000 guilders a year. There 
are[)jpwards of forty people here who have 
eftates of 100,000 guilders a year, the greateft, 
at$ Mr. Pilati fays, that any Neapolitan pofleflbs, 
and twelve, befides thofe I have mentioned, 
who have as rtmch again. The houfes of Charles 
X-ichteriftein, Averfbefg, Lobtowik^ Paar, 
PalfyKoiloredO, ttasfeld Sch6nborii> and niany 
others are much richer dtan the dukes Pigna- 
telli, and Matalone, or the princes of Palago- 
tffa and VlUa-Fraiica, at Naples, 
voi. I. X Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding^ however, thefe vaft. reve- 
nues^ moil of the great houfes are in debt, 
which may. be very eafily accounted for ; as in 
other countries, fome one favourite luxury or 
other has the afcendant, here they all reign; 
nor is there any fpecies of them you can name^ 
either hories, fervants, the pleafures of the table, 
play, or drefs, but what is carried to the utmoft 
excefs. Here are feveral ftables of fifty, fixty, 
or more hories ; whoever has an eftate of fifty or 
lixty thoufand florins, mud have froi;n twenty^fbur 
to thirty horfes; and it is a moderate eftablifhment9 
which confifts only of a maitre if hotels a fccretary, 
two valef de cbambrcj two running footmen, one 
or two huntfmen, two coachmen, five or fix foot- 
men, and a porter. The houfes of Lichtenftein, 
£fterhazy, Schwartzenberg, and Ibme others^ 
keep fifty footmen, befide which^ the two 
former have a body guard. A fingle plate 
of fruit often cofts, from fixty to feventy florins; 
and count Palm once appeared in a coat that had 
coft 9QOOO guilders. It is common to give 
from thirty to forty thoufand florins for a lady's 
drefs ; and though hazard is forbidden, there are 
feveral games at which you may lofe from fifteen 

■ 

.to twenty thoufand florins at a fitting. 

Prince 
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Prince Rohan*, who fome time ftnce was am- 
baflador from France here, endeavoured to' vie in 
expence with the inhabitants of the place, but, 
befides getting confiderabiy into debt, he was 
obliged to confefs, at going away, that though a 
man fpends his money with more tafte at Paris, 
a great deal more may be fpent at Vienna. It 
is, indeed, very true, that they fpcnd their mo- 
ney without tafte or enjoyment, and feveral of 
them would do better to throw half their in- 
comes out of window, and fet the populace a 
fcrambling for them, for. they would have as 
much pleafure themfelves. At Paris every man 
has fome branch of oeconomy, fomething upon 
which he faves, that he may afford to be ex-- 
penfive upon other occafions. There is like- 
wife fome difcernment {hewn in the choice of 
pleafures, and the poor, the arts, and even. the 
native country, come in for fome fhare of the 
expence j but here all is idle pomp and mag- 
nificence. Amidft the wretched fcenes exhibit- 
ed by the mixture of fuperfluity and mifery at 
Paris, the friend of mankind recoUefts that 
there is a Beaumont, and a Cure de St. Sulpice, 
who divide among the indigent a great part of 
the fuperfluities of the rich. But here there is no 

^ Thp celebrated cardinal of that nsune* 
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fborce of conlelation for the old, and often lick 
beggar^ who (links into the coffee-houfes and 
beer-houfes at dufk to procure dms> whilft the 
great fpend upon a fingle mealj what would 
feed a privaj^ family for a year. 

The arts enjoy as little from the riches of this 
f»lace as the poor do; almoft all the palaces and 
gardens befpeak nothing but a taftelefs profu* 
(ion i and as to colle&ions of piftures^ I have 
feen none but the Lichtenilein gallery^ that de- 
ferves any notice. * It is true^ indeed^ that this 
may ftand in the place of many ; it conGfts of 
fix hundred pieces by the beft mailers^ and is 
divided into twelve rooms^ which have a mag- 
nificent appearance^ but then this is all that is 
to be feen belides the imperial colle£tion. 

I had forgot to mention one traif exceedingly 
charadteriftic of the country. In fome houfesj 
the mafters of which affe£t to live in the higheft 
ftyle^ it is cui}x>mary3 when an entertainment is 
given, to provide dofcs of tartar emetick, and 
fet them in an adjoining room; thither the guefts 
retire when they happen to be too full, empty 
Khen^ifelves, and return to the company again as 
t£ nothing had happened. 

Mufick i& the only thing for which the nobi* 
lity Ihew a taftc ; fcvi?ral of them have, private 
bands of muficians, and all the public concerts 

atteft. 
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atted:^ that this branch of the arts is in the 
greatcft efteem here. You may bring together 
four or five large orcheftras, which are all in- 
comparable. The number of private virtuofi 
is fmall, but there is no finer orcheftra of mufi^ 
in the world. I have heard thirty or forty in- 
ftruments play together, all which gave fo juft, 
fo clear, and fo precife a found, that you would 
have thought you heard only a fingle very ftrong 
inftrument ; a fingle flroke gave life to all the 
violins, and a fingle blafl: to all the wind in- 
ftruments. An Englifhman, by whom I chanc- 
ed to fit, was aftoniihed not to hear in a whok 
opera, I will not fay a fingle difibnance, but 
one hafty ftroke, one too long paufe, one too 
loud blaft. Though juft come oyt of Italy, he 
was enraptured with the juftnefs, and the clear<» 
nefs of the harmony. There are about four 
hundred muficians here, who divide themfelves 
into particular focieties, and often labour to- 
gether during a long courfe of years^ On a 
particular day of the year they have a general 
concert for the benefit of muficians widows i I 
have been afiured, that the four hundred play 
together as diftindly^ as cleanly, and as juftly, 
as when there are only from twenty to thirty. 
This is certainly the only concert of the kind in 

the world. 
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One of the mod pleafing fights I have feen 
here was that of the lemonade booths in the 
fummer evenings. They put up a large tent 
in fome of the public parts of the town, round 
it arc feveral hundred (lools, which are occu- 
pied by the ladies and gentlemen of the place. 
At fome diftance there is a band of mufick; the 
wonderful mufick, the feftive filence, and the 
familiarity which night diffufes over every thing, 
have all of them an unfpeakable good efFeft. 

To fee the equipages of Vienna, you muft 
go to a firework on the Prater in the fummer- 
time. The Prater is a wood of oaks and beach- 
es, on an ifland of th€ Danube, near the city. 
Towards the entrance, under the trees, there 
are about thirty tents, furniflied with chairs and 
tables, in which you meet with all kinds of re- 
frefhments. The place is conftantly reforted to 
by day i but to fee it in its fplendour, you muft 
go to a fire- work -y about twelve thoufand peo- 
ple aflemble and take their fupper under the 
trees. Towards the entrance of the night, on 
a given fignal, they flock to the meadow, fur- 
rounded with high trees, in which the fpeftacle 
is exhibited. Direftly oppofite to the firework 
is a magnificent amphitheatre filled with feveral 
hundreds of ladies, whofe high painted cheeks, 
rich jewels, and light fummer clothes, have an 

unfpeakable 
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tinfpeakable good cfFcft. The pit, betwixt the 
amphitheatre and the firework, is filled as full 
as it can hold with men. At the conclufioh of 
the fcftival a moft extraordinary fight takes 
place 5 a row, of from twelve to fifteen hundred 
coaches, phaetons, and other four wheeled equi- 
pages, goes from the wood to the city, in fo 
dire£t and clofe a line, that when they flop, the 
beam of the hinder carriages are clofe upon the 
cheft of the fore ones s the confequence of which 
is, that as they go only in full trot, or gallop, 
many of the carriages are broke, and the people 
in them expofed to the utmofl danger : moH of 
thefe are gentlemen's coaches, with four, or fix 
horfes to them ; the number of thefe in this 
place, are at leaft three thoufand five hundred; 
there are about five hundred hackney coaches, 
and about three hundred coaches that are let out. 
Notwithftanding the number of equipages on 
this- occafion* there is hardly ever the leaft dif- 
orderi the fodt-paflengers have their road, which 
no coachman dares to break in upon. The 
bridge betwixt the fuburb of Leopold and the 
Prater, in which the prefTure is ftrongefl, is di- 
vided into four parts j the two outeniiofl of thele 
are for the foot-pafTengers, and the innermofl for 
the coaches i that is, one for thofe who arc go- 
jng from, and another for thofe vho are com- 
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ing to the <;ity. This Qid^ is k^pt up t^o;^ 
the wood ^nd on the ciufuj^ in the Aibinrbj tA\ 
you come to the citf^ ^nd feme ctttraftiTifi* rido 
to and fro with drawn f^bre^j to. fee that t^ 
ord^r be obferved. There is jk> inft^nce.^ all 
acciden^having happemd at the tinie of ^ fefti* 
▼ity i all the pafualties that take place through 
the negled of coachmen, happen in the dailf 
buiinefs of the city $ there are, however^ ne^er 
above ieven people driven over in a year, 
whereas at Paris we reckon there are twenty • 

As to the fire*work itfelfi I fet it far above all 
the. amufements of this place, not excepting the 
naii^wal theatre itfelf. M* Stuwer, who was 
th4; .artificer^ whofe wprks I faw, underftaini^it 
thoroughly >s he. exhibits whole gardeii^ laige 
palaces^ and ceinples> in due perfpedive, with 
aU their different ihades of colour, and almoft 
as large as the life« His inacMni^S: are p^rti-* 
cularly large and beautiful, ajid, pften make 
from fix^ to eight frontS) froai fifty to i)^ty feet 
k>ng. At the Qpeiiic\g of the exl^ibition, they let 
off feveral hwidred rocketS9 which fly up with 
a noife like thunder, (hake the whole foreft, and 
make k %ht as at noon day. A few years ago 
be, h^d a rival called Girand(4ini, who, in the 
efi>matioQof all connpiileurs, had much more 
merit than h^mfclf, but was the vidtim of the 
4 bigotry 
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bigotry of the public. Girandolini, who, as«a 
ilFanger, had more difficulty to combat with, 
than the other, was obliged to uncommon ex- 
ertions to obtain money, to do as much as 
Stowen He had a great number of labour- 
ers at work during the whole fpring and 
winter, but in the fummer^ on the day announc- 
ed for the exhibition, there happened a greac 
Hhunder ftorm, which fpoiled all he had done. Hb 
difappointment led him to ufe imprecations^ 
and he was difcouraged as an atheift. 

The Augarten is likewife one of the fummer 
amufements, at which you may meet with att 
the fine wqrld. This is a large park, which 
ijband^ in the fame ifland of the Danube as the 
Prater does, and is to the eaft of it ; it is a work 
of the Eoiperor's, who, as the infcription over 
the 4oor Antes, has opened it, as a friend of 
mankind, for a place of relaxation to all man-' 
kind. It is, however, vifited only by the higher 
orders s the people who fee it is not made 
for them, voluntarily exclude themfelves : it i& 
lltoniibing in how fliort a time this park is be- 
come i;^at it is. The Emperor, who is deter- 
mined to fee his work complete, ipares for net« 
ther painsor expence to procure trees half grown, 
and full grown from the moft diftant part of the 
globe. Though there are a great variety of dif. 
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fcrcnt trees and fhrubs, and the walks have all the 
beauties that one can defire, there \i a regula- 
rity and uniformity in the whole, which makes 
it like a true Englilh garden, A very broad 
arm of the Danube, which wafhes its banks, 
gives it a great deal of life. The moft pleafirig 
perfpeftive in the whole, is that of a large foreft 
in pcrfpeftive, which has been cut through on 
the other fide of the river, and is bounded by 
the diftant hills of Moravia, which flit about it 
like light clouds. There is a magnificent pa- 
vilion, in which is a billiard- table and refrelh- 
ments of all kinds. Thofe who \^iih to fee this 
place in full beauty, muft vifit it in the height 
of funimer in the morning. The cuftom has 
prevailed for fome years paft, of coming here 
to drink mineral waters ; thefe, it is true, are 
fetched from upwards of a hundred miles" dif- 
tance, and can therefore do no great good, nor is 
there any need of it, for the invalids are moft 
of them very well, and only come here to enjoy 
the eafe and freedom which obtain at Spa, 
Pyrmont, and other water-drinking places. Here 
all ranks, particularly the nobleffe ajid the li- 
terati mix together; the ladies drink that they 
may ftiew themfelves in negliges, and the men 
drink becaufe the ladies are not fo ftifF in negligei 
as they are when full dreffed* 

Then; 
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There are fcveral other places of public re- 
fort in this town; that which is moft generally 
vifited is the Rcmpart, which, though expofed to 
a very warm fun, is alnfioft always full. The 
middling people cannot go to church in the af- 
ternoon, without taking a turn round the Rem- 
part, which takes them up an hour; thofe of 
higher ranks walk to (hew their dogs, which in 
this pUce only arc fafe from horfes and car- 
riages. Hounds are a great article of luxury 
here i the fine folks endeavour to outdo each 
other in them ; at prefent the little Pomeranian 
breed is all the mode; one of them either fnow 
white, or coal black, and with a fharp fndut, 
will fetch from ten to fifteen ducats. Prince 
X, gave twenty-five ducats for one ; every man 
who fets up at all for ton, muft have hisjpijfcben^ 
wliich is here the proper name of this dog. The 
peafants, who are the better for this folly, have 
built a dog-market adjoining^ to the poultry- 
market. 

The garden of the Belvedere in the fuburb of 
Hennevig, formerly in the pofleflion of prince 
Eugene, is likewife at prefent a public walk i 
the garden has nothing particular about it ; but 
the palace, both on account of its builder, and 
its admirable fituation, is one of the moft re- 
markable places in the town j from the balcony 

on 
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on the terrace, you command a view over the 
whole town, and all the country round. Som^ 
years ago the imperial pictures were moved hi- 
ther j the gallery confiftis of ^twenty-two large 
rooms } the lower ftory is tenanted entirely by 
Italian mafters. The befi pifture is a Cupid 
in the adt of drawing his bow, by Corregio* 
It was bought for iS^ooo ducatfs, by the Em- 
peror Charles VI. biit with many other pi£hires 
had been entirely neglefted and trodden under 
foot, ib that part of it was entirely fpoilt, but 
what remains is Corregio ftilK The upper 
ftory is tenanted by the Flemiih mafters, who, 
as in duty bound, do not keep company with 
^ the kalians. Tiie gallery is open to every body 
three days in the week* 

About a mile and a half from the city, in a 
fenny hollow, you meet with Schonbrurm, the 
fbmmer refidence of the Emprefc, but where 
the confined profped, and bad air, did not allow 
me to ftay two days. ' The palace is immenfe, 
built in a truly great ftyle; the furniture, too, 
is ttuly imperial ; there is one room furniihed 
with tapeftry from the Gobelins y that coft 300,000 
guilders; here too is the menagerie of wild 
beafts, fo delightfully fung by Metaftafio. The 
inoft remarkable I faw^ was a true elephant of 
the large breed from Indian it was fent as a 

prefent 
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prefent from the Stadtholder^ who gave lo^ooo 
guilders for it. On an eminence behind the pa- 
lace the Emperor has built ^Jala terrena in the 
ancient ftyle, with two rows of pillars on each 
fide. This points out the fpot where his mother 
ihould have built, if fhe had chofcn to have 
had a fine profpeft and good air. When the 
Emprefs is here, fhe fees only capuchins and 
old court ladies. This is likewife a place of pub- 
lic amufement, as the garden is always open, 
as is the palace alfo, at all fuch times as die 
Emprefs is not there. 

The Kalteberg, which lies on the Danube, 
about three miles from the city, pleafed mc in- 
finitely more j the way to it is through a won- 
derfully well cultivated country. At fomc dif- 
tance to the left, on the flope of the hill, and 
under fome very old oaks, you fee field marfhal 
Lacy's elegant villa, with his Englifb garden* 
By degrees you gain a thick foreft on the brow 
of the hill; on the top of this flands the Carnal- 
deuleufe convent, in the fineft point of view you 
can imagine. Undef fome trees before the 
convent, are a table and fome benclies, where 
tly: ladies, who cannot vifit the infide of the 
monaftery, without fpecial permiffion from the 
archbifhop, are entertained till their friendis re« 
turn. Every monk has ^his own feparate hut, 

with 
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with a little garden belonging to it. To the 
outer cell there is a terrace, which looks over 
a perpendicular precipice into the Danube, and 
commands a profpeft of which a monk of this 
fort is quite unworthy. You have the whole 
city like a ground plot under your feet j you 
think you hear the conftant hum in it, and your 
eye carries you over this part of Auftria> as far 
as to the borders of Hungary and Moravia. 
The majeftic Danube winds through an im- 
menfe plain ; at fome diftance it confiderably 
widens, and, being covered with no woods or 
elevations, calls a filver appearance on the land- 
fcape. To your right, the wood crowned hill 
you are upon, gradually decreafcs to the fuburbs, 
whilft to the left it ftretches its high neck along 
the Danube, to, where, at three miles diftance, 
you fee the golden hill of Enferfdorf, which 
produces one of the beft Auftrian wines. The 
numberlefs fine villages, the blue hills fwim- 
ming on the horizon, and all the various afpefts 
of wood and water, difFufe a delight, which im- 
preffed me to fuch a degree, that I could not help 
communicating my enthufiafm to the monk, who 
was near me. "JHappy," fays I, '< muft be that 
<* 'brother who inhabits the outer cell.'* " No,'* 
faid he, '^ we are not of your opinion, none of 
" us chufe to live in it, for it, is too much ex- 

" pofed 
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*^ pofed to the winds, and is as cold again as 
" any other/' In a monient the man brought 
me out of my cnthufiafm. You know I am one 
of thofe, who in fummer never think of winter, 
and who hate nothing more than to be forced 
to fee the ugly fide of things, be they as na- 
tural as they may, whilft I am taken up with 
the beautiful ones. — ^After having feen all that the 
monks had to ihew, hair fhirts and all, we gave, 
them money to fay a mafs for us> and haflened 
to our ladies under the trees. We had fent be- 
fore us a cold collation, and fome bottles of 
Shumlaver and St. Jorger. The day was fine, 
and the ladies in good humour, fo that I do not 
know whether we might not a little prophanc the 
entrance to the holy place. This pilgrimage was 
undertaken in the firft days of my arrival here, 
but I have often been at the place fince, and have 
found pleafure there, even in bad weather. 

There are feveral other public places, amongft 
which you may reckon Mount Calvarie, and 
other places of devotion, which are vifited by 
the young people of both fexes, not fo much 
from motives of piety, as becaufe.they arc pro* 
te&ed from the infpe£tion of the police. 
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